
  

Versailles United Methodist  
Church Breakfast 

Join us for breakfast! 
 

February 1st from 6:30-10am 
$6 per person 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pancakes ~ Eggs ~ Sausage  
Home Fries ~ Coffee, Tea & Juice 

1st   Saturday of every month! 

OUR TOWN 
SERVING THE VILLAGES OF BALTIC, HANOVER, AND VERSAILLES 

IN THE BEAUTIFUL SHETUCKET RIVER VALLEY 

Information & News for February 2014 

 

Newsletter Deadline: 

There will be no late submissions accepted for the Our Town.   As a reminder, the Our Town deadline is the 

15th of every month.  The newsletter will be collated during the last weekend of every month at the 

Town Hall. Contact Elizabeth for details.  If interested in volunteering email Elizabeth @  

Spragueourtownnewsletter @gmail.com 

 

 

The Town of Sprague Housing 
Authority currently is seeking 
a volunteer to serve as a 
Commissioner on the Board 
of Commissioners for the 
Housing Authority. Interest-
ed parties are requested to 
submit their interest in serv-
ing on the Board by sub-
mitting a letter of interest to 
Andre Trudelle, Chairman - 
Town of Sprague Housing 
Authority, PO Box 162,           
1 Main Street, Baltic, CT 
06330. 

Come out of your cocoon  
BUTTERFLIES &  

 BUGS     

 

 Learn fun facts about your local 
butterflies. 

  See them up close examine with 
a magnifying glass. 

 Led by a Master Wildlife Conser-
vationist. 

 

 All Welcome 

 When: Saturday, February 8, 2014 

 Where: Gristmill (above the Library) 

       Time: 10:30am-11:30am     

 

Sponsored by Sprague Conservation Commission  

 
 
 
 
Saturday, February 
15 4:30pm-8:30pm  
Cabin Fever Concert hosted by 
Grace Fellowship Church. At the 
the Grist Mill. 76 Main St (Route 
97) Baltic. Come on down for 
great music, refreshments, fun, 
and a break from winter. Free 
to all, hope to see you there!  
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From the Desk of the First Selectman 

 Goodness gracious what a whirlwind of weird weather from very cold to balmy it is certainly no secret that cold 

weather is not my favorite. I look and yearn each day for that peak of spring from the delicate push up of the crocuses 

to the return of brightly colored birds.  

 Please stop by for a capital project review for Sunday February 16th from 5pm -7pm. This is to go over com-

pleted projects, outline planned for upcoming projects and gather ideas for possible unthought-of projects. The review 

will be in the court room in the Town Hall. 

We also are diligently preparing budget documents for a special Our Town edition which will be sent between March 

and May. This will have all the capital plans, salary schedules and other information pertinent to budget discussions. 

These    documents will be put in one edition rather than squeezed in to several months of the Out Town. 

A huge THANK YOU to the boy scouts, the Sprague Rod & Gun Club, Fusion Papermill and the wonderful local steel-

workers for their generous donations to the Town’s food bank, these donations help us help those who need a little 

something to tide them over.  Please stop by the Town Hall and see Colette if you are in need of assistance. 

Please be cautious of icy conditions, remember to clean your sidewalks (it is the law) and give the plow drivers room to 

clean your roads! 

As always thanks for your support. 

Cathy Osten  ~  First Selectman 

SPRAGUE WATER & SEWER AUTHORITY 

 

Please be advised that there will be a temporary change in the hours of the Spra-
gue Water & Sewer Authority Office.  Until further notice the new hours will 
be: 

Monday          7:30 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M. 

Tuesday          7:30 A.M. TO 12:00 P.M. 

Wednesday     7:30 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M. 

Thursday        7:30 A.M. TO 12:00 P.M. 

NOTICE: 
 

The Sprague Water & Sewer Authority has a vacancy on its board. This is a commission that 
has the responsibility to determine the direction of developing, financing, and construction 
of, and oversee the operation and maintenance of the water distribution system, water fil-
tration plant and sewer disposal facilities.  Any resident wishing to serve on this board 
should address their interest to the Board of Selectmen, PO Box 677, Baltic, Ct 06330 by 
March 01, 2014. 



3 

 
DID YOU KNOW? 

  

It is your responsibility to clean off your sidewalks and steps.  Do not throw 
snow into the road or plow snow into the road. Please try to park 
off the road during bad weather. 
 
 

                                       
SABIA USTED? 

  

Es su responsabilidad limpiar las aseras, los escalones y al rededor de 
su casa, cuando nieva.  Cuando liempie no tire la nieve a la caretera o enfrente de los 
troces que limpian la nieve.  Favor de tartar de no poner su auto en la calle durante 
mal tiempo. 

 

 

 

~SPRAGUE COMMUNITY CENTER 
NEWS~ 

 Sprague Community Center (SCC) has con-
tinued their very successful weekly “Food Friday” 
food distribution program.  We currently have 335 
families registered, which reflects 1100 family mem-
bers.  Almost 200 of these families are from Baltic, 
Versailles, and Hanover.  Not all of our registered 
families come every week.  However, we average 65
-80 families a week that come to this program.  Peo-
ple wanting to register for this weekly food distribu-
tion program on Friday from 2:00-3:00 p.m. can call 
860-822-6595 to register. 

  Our partnership with Backus Hospital has 
been a wonderful relationship. The Backus Commu-
nity Health nurses are present every week and have 
provided flu shots, blood pressure and cholesterol 
screenings and general information regarding 
health services.  The first and third Friday of every 
month the Backus Health Van is here with medical 
staff to provide primary health services. This is 
open to the public and is free. 

Mark March 15, 2014 on your calendar!  SCC 
will be holding their 3

rd
 Annual St. Patrick’s Corned 

Beef & Cabbage Dinner at 6:00 p.m. Adult tickets 
are $ 10.00 and children under 5 will be $ 5.00.  In 
addition to the delicious meal we will have an Irish 
Band with original Irish music!  Call 860-822-6595 
for tickets.    

Blessings for a Happy and Healthy New Year! 

Sincerely,  

Brenda J. Keefe  ~  Outreach Coordinator 

Sprague Democratic Town 
Committee Update 

 
We held our January meeting and Caucus in 
the Town Hall on January 9

th
 . We elected an 

exciting slate of dedicated citizens to the Town 
Committee. There are only a few open posi-
tions please let us know if you are interested 
in being a part of this dynamic team. 

 

Next month we will hold a regular policy meet-
ing with elections for Town Chair, Town Secre-
tary and delegates to the upcoming conven-
tions happening in the March meeting. 

 

The Sprague DTC encourages residents to reg-
ister to vote.  Registered democrats interested 
in serving on Town boards or joining the DTC 
should contact me or DTC secretary Claire 
Glaude at 860-822-9111. 

 

Please visit the Sprague DTC website @ 
SpragueDemocrats.org for updated infor-
mation. 

 

 

Catherine Osten 

DTC Chair  
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Our Town  

Business Page: 

 

Sprague Sugar Shack 

Wood-fired Locally Produced Maple Syrup 

 

 

Don & Jeanne Howard 
93 Bushnell Hollow Rd 

Sprague, CT 06330 

 

Ads must be pre-purchased at rates of: Business Card $21; Double Business 

Card $40; Half Page $70; Full Page $100.   Purchase 11 months and receive the 

12th month free.  All payments for ads are made in the Town Clerk’s Office at 

Town Hall.  All payments must be made prior to the submission deadline.  All 

ads must be emailed to the editor by the 15th of the month @  

Spragueourtownnewsletter@gmail.com 

SAINTS LAWN  

CARE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mowing, Yard Work,  

Brush Cutting, 

Spring and Fall Clean Ups 

Mike St. Germain 

280 High Street, P.O. Box 

532, Baltic, CT 06330 

Phone: 860-213-1629 

Email: 
michaelgermain@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:michaelgermain@sbcglobal.net
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Goin’ Postal  

January 2014 

 

Hello Sprague! Happy New Year and safe driving to all of you. I know it’s been a while but a 
few issues have come up in the past few months and this is the best way to get the infor-
mation to most of you at the same time. 

As the winter weather socks in, I need to enlist your help so we can best service your mail boxes. On the 
street, when you shovel or plow out, please remember to clear at least 10 feet incoming AND outgoing from the 
mailbox. It seems like a lot when you’re standing there, but driving up to and away from boxes in our trucks, 
you see it’s not very much clearance at all. The drivers have had trouble with piles of snow near the street-side 
boxes. After stopping to put mail in, there is no momentum to push through the pile and they get stuck. Clear-
ing your boxes is the best way to ensure safe, timely delivery of mail. 

As far as PO Boxes go, I need to ask your help with notifying your senders with your correct PO Box 
numbers. Street numbers are where you live, but your PO Boxes are how you get your mail. There are many 
different names in town divided between box numbers 1 – 895, and some names are the same family, but a 
different delivery. Please use your correct PO Box addresses to ensure accurate and prompt delivery of your 
mail. Every little bit helps.  

Also, the mail truck generally comes between 8:30 and 9:30 am. The time you can expect your mail is 
posted in the lobby as 10:45. Coming in before that and asking us to get your mail for you over the window will 
slow the sortation process down for everyone. We will gladly remind you of your combination so you can access 
your box on your own, and you will be able to get all the day’s mail if you wait until 10:30 or so to come in.  

Another issue has arisen recently about some people in town using mail boxes to distribute papers, fly-
ers, postcards and other potentially mailable items by putting them in boxes, on the signal flags or behind the 
box tucked into the support post. This is a violation of federal law. In accordance with the terms and conditions 
of USC  Title 18 Part I  Chapter 83  § 1725 - Postage Unpaid on Deposited Mail Matter: “Whoever knowingly and 
willfully deposits any mailable matter such as statements of accounts, circulars, sale bills, or other like matter, 
on which no postage has been paid, in any letter box established, approved, or accepted by the Postal Service 
for the receipt or delivery of mail matter on any mail route with intent to avoid payment of lawful postage 
thereon, shall for each such offense be fined under this title.”   

Items placed in mailboxes or on posts or flags will be collected and the person placing them there will be 
required to pay postage. They can also incur fines. It may seem like an easy way to distribute flyers and adver-
tisements, but it is prohibited by law and is a security risk. No person should be concerned about someone else 
going into or tampering with their mailbox. It also became an unsightly mess when recently many of these flyers 
blew off the boxes and were scattered over streets and yards in town. If you would like information about send-
ing out mail pieces, we have a service called Every Door Direct Mail for only 16 cents per mail piece. They go to 
every house, every box – roughly 1475 homes - all for less than $240. Compared to first-class letter rates, that’s 
a savings of $442.20. You could do three mailings for the price of 1 – and save the gas money and time driving 
around town door to door! 

I’ve done mail preparation seminars at the firehouse a couple times with good results as well as in-
structing people one-on-one on their own computers. It is fast and easy to create your own account on 
USPS.com without a permit or annual fees. If time is an issue, a local printer also offers printing and EDDM prep-
aration services for very reasonable rates. Call me for more information on doing your own EDDM mailing for 
civic events, political races, business advertisements, lost pets…any time you need a lot of people to know 
what’s happening in a specific area. It’s the most cost-effective way to get the word out. Call me anytime Mon-
day – Friday 8 – 1, 2:30 – 5 at 860-822-6901 at the Baltic Post Office. Let us show you what’s possible for you. 
Thanks!  ~Tracy A. Medling, Postmaster Town of Sprague 
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Earth market 
           Craft, Yard Sale, Local Products 

Recyclable TOTEM POLE CONTEST 

Saturday, APRIL 26, 2014 

9:00am - 2:00pm 
 

SPRAGUE RIVER PARK (North Main Street) 

Route 97, Baltic, CT 
(in case of rain @ Grist Mill across from Sprague Town Hall, Main St. Baltic) 

 

Get your Creative Spirit moving. 

Create a TOTEM POLE, using your recyclables, bring to the River Park for 9:00 am Judging will be at 1:00pm 

 Work as a team or as an individual, ALL ages welcome! 

******************************************************************************************************** 

Prizes will be awarded in the following categories: 

Individual Adult, Young adult, Team (group) 

Adults = $10.00 entry, donation benefits the Sprague Open Space Fund 

Young adult (16 and under) donate a canned good for Sprague Food Pantry 

Sponsored by Sprague Conservation Commission 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Registration form :  

 ___Young Adult(canned good)  

$10.00Donation; ____Adult_____ Team_____Yard Sale ____ Craft Space  ____Local Product 

 

NAME__________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS______________________________________________________________ 

 

TELEPHONE_________________________________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to “Town of Sprague” 

Mail to: Sprague Town Hall, attn: Earth Market, 1 Main Street, PO Box 677, Baltic, CT 06330 

              

Any questions email donaldboushee@sbcglobal.net   or 860 822-9808 

mailto:donaldboushee@sbcglobal.net
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 Sprague Board of Education Nondiscrimination Statement: 
The State of Connecticut Department of Education is committed to a policy of equal opportuni-

ty/affirmative action for all qualified persons. The Department of Education does not discriminate in any 

employment practice, education program, or educational activity on the basis of race, color, religious 

creed, sex, age, national origin, ancestry, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, 

disability (including, but not limited to, intellectual disability, past or present history of mental disorder, 

physical disability or learning disability), genetic information, or any other basis prohibited by Connecti-

cut state and/or federal nondiscrimination laws. The Department of Education does not unlawfully dis-

criminate in employment and licensing against qualified persons with a prior criminal conviction. In-

quiries regarding the Department of Education’s nondiscrimination policies should be directed to: 

Levy Gillespie Equal Employment Opportunity Director/American with Disabilities Act Coordinator 

State of Connecticut Department of Education 25 Industrial Park Road Middletown, CT 06457 860-807-
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January 2014 Sprague Conservation Commission update 

Happy New Year fellow Sprague citizens. Well here we are in a new year. We have accomplished a lot and 
there is so much more to do. We have enlarged our beautiful preserve to     acres. We have hosted many 
hikes, planted trees, work days and even had a full moon kayak ride down the Shetucket. We have com-
pleted marking the boundaries of the Watson section of the preserve and are now moving on to layout 
and mark trails. We could always use helping hands. We would like to start a list of Preserve stewards. If 
you would like to be on the email list to help please let us know. Just email me at don-
aldboushee@sbcglobal.net. We always enjoy ourselves and have a fun time just workin in the woods. It 
really is a labor of love. Whether you can help for an hour or a few, it’s all for a great cause. We are also 
moving on to acquire a new piece just north of the Preserve. We will be writing for a land acquisition grant 
and holding some fund raisers along with the Friends of the Shetucket River Valley. Our next hike will be 
Sunday February 9th at 11am. We will track and hike and just enjoy each others company and even get a 
little exercise. Meet at the Grist Mill across from the town hall at 10:45. We are also sponsoring a “Come 
out of your winter cocoon” butterfly and bug workshop at the Grist Mill on Feb. 8th at 10:30-11:30. 

Don Boushee ~ Sprague Conservation Commission Chairman  

BALTIC FIRE DEPARTMENT LADIES AUXILIARY 

Since our December meeting was after the deadline 
for the Our Town, here is a recap of our meeting. 

Officers for the 2014 year were elected as follows: 

 President – Tina Deschamps 

 Vice President – Annette Lussier 

 Secretary – Jeannette Deschamps 

 Treasurer – Susan Deschamps 

 Sunshine Committee – Lorraine Allen 

 

We also welcomed another new member – 
Maureen Trudelle. 

Our next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
April 8, 2014, at the firehouse at 7 p.m.   

Please remember that anyone interested in joining 
the Auxiliary is welcome.  We are always looking for 
new members and new ideas for fundraising.  You 
need not be a Sprague resident or have a spouse or 
family member in the Fire Department to join the 
Auxiliary as a regular member.  We have recently 
added Junior Members – young women between 
the ages of 16 and 18 who have a parent or guardi-
an in the fire department or auxiliary.   

Sincerely, 

Jeannette Deschamps 

 

Looking for NEW faces to  add to my  

Make Me Over  

Before and After Portfolio… 

Call to make an appointment  

(860)204-6286 

Make up 

Skin care 

Eye brows 

Try new products and try a new look at no cost.  

Call for details. 

mailto:donaldboushee@sbcglobal.net
mailto:donaldboushee@sbcglobal.net
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Points of Departure to Occum Time 

Shetucket Village 7:45am 9:45am 11:45am 

Playground 

Brookside & High Street 

7:48am 9:48am 11:48am 

TJ’s Parking Lot 7:50am 9:50am 11:50am 

Arrive Occum- SEAT Connection Site 

Red McKeon Park, Hooper St. & Rte. 97 

8:10am 10:10am 12:10am 

  

Points of Departure to Sprague Time 

Red McKeon Park, Hooper St. & Rte. 97 (stop as 

needed for return trip) 

8:15am 10:15am 12:15pm 

Express Return to Senior Center 2:15pm 

 

  

Times are approximate and may vary several minutes earlier or later.  Service runs Monday through Thursday except for 

holidays.  For more information call Buddy Meadows, Sprague Senior Center Coordinator at 860-822-3000 ext. 203.  The 

Sprague to Occum Bus is a courtesy of the Town of Sprague and the Sprague Senior Center.  For seat schedule visit 

www.seatbus.com.  Winter Weather Schedule:  The bus will follow the school closure schedule during the winter.  Watch 

early morning television on Channel 3, 8 or 30 for closures. 

 

The Salvation Army 

Upper New London County Service Unit 
Dennison Allen Town of Sprague Representative 

   
I want to thank all who have donated to the Salvation Army by sending checks to the Upper New London Country 
Service Unite, PO Box 304, Versailles, CT 06383. 

You should know that all the money that has been donated so far has been used to help your neighbors here in 
Sprague and Lisbon. Thanks to you I could help them.  I also want to thank those who sent gift cards (Angel cards). 

Keep your fuel tanks full, keep food/water and other supplies on hand in case of more bad weather. Do you have a 
72 hour kit? Do you use a budget to know where money comes in and goes? 

If you need food, call Town Hall and speak to Colette. Thanks to “Scouting for Food” there is food to help you. 

May the Lord bless you this year. 

http://www.seatbus.com


16 



17 



18 

Note from the Editor: Elizabeth Calderon 
The deadline for Our Town submissions (and corresponding payments for ads) is the 15th of each month.  
Submissions will be no more than 200 words and must be e-mailed to spragueourtownnews-
letter@gmail.com.  No series will be accepted.  Longer articles may be submitted and used based on room 
at the Editor’s discretion.  The focus of Our Town is community events, articles, commission notes and other 
items of town-wide interest.  Annual budget considerations may affect page appropriations.  Ads have no 
restriction on word limit and must be pre-purchased at rates of: Business Card $21; Double Business Card 
$40; Half Page $70; Full Page $100.   Purchase 11 months and receive the 12th month free.  All payments 
for ads are made in the Town Clerk’s Office at Town Hall. Sprague~ Our Town is a free monthly publication 
of the Town of Sprague, serving the communities of Baltic, Hanover & Versailles.  Primarily funded by the 
Town, support is also provided by paid advertisements.  Opinions expressed in Sprague~ Our Town are not 
necessarily those of town officials or the community at large, but solely reflect those of the writer.  Submis-
sions may be edited for clarity and formatted as necessary.  Libelous or obscene materials are not permitted.  


