
  

OUR TOWN 
SERVING THE VILLAGES OF BALTIC, HANOVER, AND VERSAILLES 

IN THE BEAUTIFUL SHETUCKET RIVER VALLEY 

Information & News for December 2014 

Newsletter Deadline: 

There will be no late submissions accepted for the Our Town.   As a reminder, the Our Town deadline is the 

15th of every month.  The newsletter will be collated on Saturday, December 27 for the January issue, 

we will meet at the Town Hall at 10 am.  Contact Elizabeth for details.  If interested in volunteering email 

Elizabeth @ Spragueourtownnewsletter@gmail.com 

VOLUNTEERS are still NEEDED for the Our 

Town!! 

 Did you know that the Our Town is collat-

ed every month by unpaid volunteers?  Unfortu-

nately, the volunteer pool has dwindled and it 

has become very hard to keep the publication go-

ing out to the townspeople.   

 The Our Town needs you…You don’t have 

to commit to come every month; come and volun-

teer for the morning or just for an hour.  What-

ever time that you can give is appreciated.  We 

are asking community organizations, readers, 

townspeople young and old, to come and help col-

late the Our Town, the more volunteers that 

show up, the quicker the process goes.  Bring a 

dish to share and we can make it a social occa-

sion.  

 We will be collating the next issue on Sat-

urday, December 27, 

starting at 10am at the 

Town Hall.  Call Eliza-

beth @860-204-6286 to 

sign up.   

 

FOOD PANTRY 

 

 

 

 A Bountiful Thank You 

to all who donated food. 

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU to the Cub Scout Pack 

#19 and all others who participated in collecting 

non-perishable food items for the Sprague Food 

Pantry. 

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU also to the volunteers for 

sorting through and stacking the food into the 

Food Pantry. 
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From the Desk of the First Selectman 
 So we have had our first snow, wasn’t it beautiful to see the glistening of the bare branches. Although it was breathtak-
ingly beautiful, I am hoping for a quieter, warmer winter than last year! 

So where are we now in buttoning up our Town for a brisk winter season! We have finished Pautipaug Hill Rd for which I 
thank you all for supporting the funding for the project! We also have finished several small projects around Town making the 
drainage better with a little extra curbing, and upgrading access points into a few areas with extended drive aprons. Shetucket 
Village is completed! I hope most of you stopped by the open house to see the work that was done to upgrade this useful, needed 
housing environment.  

In the last budget security cameras were approved and they should be installed and on line by the middle of December. 
They will be outside the Grist Mill, Town Hall, Fire Department, Recreation Fields, Salt Shed area, and Transfer Station. This will 
provide protection for the Town’s assets. 

The state is nearly complete with the bridge for the year. They are planning to work up to the week before Christmas to 
complete as much as possible before the end of the construction season. They will be back in spring to complete the paving. There 
is also a new pavilion contracted by the state that was recently finished at Salt Rock Campground. 

 The Fire Department outside building upgrades are almost complete for this year. Once the alcoves are installed, we will 
be done with current outside projects. The garage has been upgraded needing just an inside coat of paint. 

We will continue to work on roadsides until the snow flies in earnest. We will be mowing, cutting trees, and picking up 
brush, etc… Please be mindful of the workers when you are driving around. 

Lastly I hope you join us in celebrating the holidays by displaying luminaries! 

  

As always thanks for your support. 

Cathy Osten  ~  First Selectman 

Open Positions as of 12/1/2014 

Zoning Board of Appeals 

Two alternate members 
Recreation Committee 

Unlimited numbers allowed  

Inland Wetlands 

One regular member 

Two alternate member 

Baltic Mills Committee 

Unlimited numbers allowed  

Economic Development Commission
    

Five regular members   

Eastern Regional Mental Health 
Board 

One appointment 

Water & Sewer 

One regular member 

Conservation Commission 

One alternate member 

Regional Tourism District 

One appointment 

 Our Town Collators 
Unlimited numbers allowed 
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A luminary is a small paper lantern (commonly a candle set in some sand inside a pa-

per bag) which is of significance in the United States at Christmas time, especially on 

Christmas Eve. Electrically-lit luminaries are also used, consisting of a string of stand-

ard incandescent "Christmas lights" with the bulbs covered with a tan plastic sleeve, 

made to about the size and shape of a small paper bag. 

Please take the time to line the roadsides with luminaries this season; consider the dates 

of December 6 , December 20 and December 24.  

 

Thank you for Food 

 

 

 

A Special thank you to Ava Hatch and 

her parents once again for collecting 

the abundant food and donating to our 

food pantry. 

 

 

 

 
Christmas Caroling 

Saturday, December 20th, 2014 

5:15pm 

Grist Mill 

Songs, Santa, Hot Chocolate and Cookies 

Come join us! 

Caroling will be outside so dress warmly! 

 
Sayles School Basket Bash & Silent Auction 

Friday, December 5th  
Doors open at 5:30 pm 

Drawing starts at 7:00 pm 
Thank you for supporting the class of 2015 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paper_lantern
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Eve
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Update on Versailles Pond Clean Up Plan 
 
The below is an excerpt from a letter approving a cleanup plan which leads us to another step 
closer in cleaning up Versailles Pond! This work will be paid for by International Paper as was 
agreed upon. 
 

  The Remediation Division of the Bureau of Water Protection and 
Land Reuse (the Department) has reviewed the reports and documents titled 
Papermill Pond Background Assessment Report, received by the Department on 
April 5, 2013; Sprague Mill Phase III Investigation Report, dated June 2010; Resolu-
tion of Response to Comments Table, dated December 23, 2013; and Response to 
Comments_Papermill Pond Background Assessment Report, dated December 23, 
2013, referred to hereafter as the Reports and Comments/Table. AECOM Envi-
ronmental prepared the Reports and Comments/Table on behalf of Interna-
tional Paper Corporation (IP). The Reports and Comments/Table were submit-
ted in conjunction with work that IP is performing pursuant to Consent Orders 
WC5229 and WC5271.  
 The Reports describe the Phase III Investigation results for sediment in-
vestigation activities in water bodies adjacent to and immediately downstream 
of the Sprague Mill (the Mill); and the results of a weight of evidence evalua-
tion conducted by IP to determine whether Papermill Pond is suitable for use 
as a reference location for an ongoing investigation of mercury and PCB con-
tamination in Papermill Pond, Versailles Pond, and the section of the Little 
River that connects the two ponds. The Comments/Table presents the com-
ments, responses & resolutions agreed upon with respect to the Reports. 

 

The above referenced Reports and Comments/Table are hereby approved. The next deliverable 
due is the Human Health and Environmental Risk Assessment and is due within 90-days of the 
date of this letter. 
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November 4, 2014 American Legion Post 85 Minutes 

 At 7:00 PM the CDR opened the meeting. 11 members were in attendance. The minutes of the 

October 7, 2014 meeting were read and accepted. The Financial Officer reported stated that there was 

$795.63 in the checking account and $5627.56 in the Memorial Fund. The F. O. also stated that he had 

received $797.43 from the poppy sales. The CDR was given permission to order the Memorial Statue. 

The F. O. also received $219.00 in checks and cash from the Spaghetti Dinner. The members thanked 

Andy Trudelle and his committee.  

 

 The Post acknowledged Boy Scout Walker Cook, Grandson of Andy Trudelle, for his accom-

plishment in reaching Eagle Scout on October 12th. A citation will be given by the CDR. All members 

were encouraged to meet at the Memorial on November 11th at 10:30 a.m. to participate in the Veteran’s 

Day ceremony. Good will by the membership to Al Girard to get well. With no further business to dis-

cuss the CDR then ended the meeting at 7:57 p.m. The next meeting will be held at the Sprague Rod and 

Gun Club on December 2nd, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Tom Coletti     Don Bastien 

Adjutant and Financial Officer  Commander 

 an Angel! 
Take an Angel card and buy a gift card.  

Return it to Town Hall or send to:  

Salvation Army  

Upper New London County Service Unit 

34 Riverside Drive 

Baltic, CT 06330 

These gift cards will be used to help 

your neighbors.   

Thank you. 

May you be blessed for your help! 
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SAINTS LAWN  

CARE 

Mowing, Yard Work,  

Brush Cutting, 

Spring and Fall Clean Ups 

 

 

 

 

Mike St. Germain 

280 High Street, P.O. Box 532, Bal-

tic, CT 06330 

Phone: 860-213-1629 

Email: 

michaelgermain@sbcglobal.net 

 

Our Town  

Business Page: 

Ads must be pre-purchased at 

rates of: Business Card $21; 

Double Business Card $40; 

Half Page $70; Full Page $100.   

Purchase 11 months and re-

ceive the 12th month free.  All 

payments for ads are made in 

the Town Clerk’s Office at 

Town Hall.  All payments must 

be made prior to the submis-

sion deadline.  All ads must be 

emailed to the editor by the 

15th of the month @  

Spragueourtownnewsletter 

@gmail.com 

mailto:michaelgermain@sbcglobal.net
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Miscellaneous: 

 

 

 

NOTE FROM EDITOR: 

I AM LOOKING TO ADD THIS MISCELLANEOUS CAT-

EGORY EVERY MONTH AS A HALF PAGE… ENTRIES 

LIMITED TO “1 LINE” FOR SALE,  FOR SWAP, YARD 

SALES, HELP WANTED, HELP NEEDED, ETC. DEAD-

LINE IS STILL THE 15TH OF EVERY MONTH. 

Email submissions  to: 

spragueourtownnewsletter@gmail.com   

For Sale:  

Snare Drum Kit $75 obo/Clarinet $200 obo 

Living room, couch chair & ottoman. Yellow with 
blue designs. (very country cottage looking)  $125 

OBO 

 Call (860)204-6286  

 ***************** 

FOR SALE:   Used pull out couch.  

Best offer call. 860-334-4059 

  

  VERSAILLES CHURCH 

 4 CHURCH STREET  

 VERSAILLES, CT 

 (ACROSS FROM OCCUM DAM) 

  

 Taizé Prayer  Service (pronounced "teh-ZAY) is a 45 minute long meditative candle-lit 

service that centers around music, prayer, and silence, to quiet the mind, open the heart 

and feed the soul… time of quiet and solitude in the presence of God. A few words sung 

over and over again reinforce the meditative quality of prayer.  Come join us. All are wel-

come here. Sit on pews or pillows on floor. Come as you are.   

       NEXT SERVICE DATES :  JANUARY 4, FEBRUARY 1 &  MARCH 1 

TAIZE WORSHIP 

SERVICE 

( Every 1st Sunday of the Month) 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 7, 2014  

6:00 pm 

Shetucket Village Is Accepting Applications 

8 Wall Street – Baltic, CT 

Must be 62 years of age and/or Disabled 

No Pets Allowed; No Section 8 Housing 

If you would like an application sent to you,  

please call 860-822-1512  

and leave your name and address. 

tel:860-822-1512
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This ad was paid for by Grace Fellowship Church. 
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SPRAGUE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

The Sprague Historical Society Museum is opened to the 

public on: 

Tuesday & Thursday -   4:30 – 7:00 

Wednesday & Saturday - 10:00 – 1:00 

Also by appointment 

Orders for our annual calendars are now being taken.  

Calendars will be available for sale at the end of Decem-

ber. 

New members are welcome.  Our meetings are the 

fourth Tuesday of the month at 6:30 except for the 

months of July, August and December.  

Best wishes for a happy and healthy Holiday Season!  

We can be reached at: 

860-822-6867 or historicalsociety@ctsprague.org 
 

SPRAGUE GARDEN CLUB 
 

At our recent meeting on November 5th, the 

members made birdseed treats so the birds 

should be well fed this winter season. A cleanup 

was done at the Grist Mill to rake the final batch 

of leaves. As you may observe, the planters 

about town are filled with holiday greens to wel-

come the season. The wreaths to decorate the 

town will be going up soon. The members will be 

attending a Holiday luncheon on December 

6th at The Golden Lamb in Pomfret. We will be 

returning to our monthly meetings on the 

first Wednesday of the month beginning in 

March. We wish everyone a happy and healthy 

holiday season and new year. 

~ Cindy Rutigliano, Secretary 

Christmas is a joyful season for most of us. For others it is time of deep despair. There are times in everyone’s life when the 

Christmas Season involves coping with the pain of broken relationships, unemployment, ill health, the pain of isolation, divorce, 

or the first Christmas without a beloved family member or pet.  This worship will remind you that you are not alone. God is pre-

sent for those who struggle and grieve.  God’s light still shines in the darkness.  If you are hurting, alone, or feeling blue this 

Christmas Season, this worship is for you. Scripture, music, candle lighting, and meditations will focus on the comfort God offers 

during dark times.  

For some, Christmas carries with it a meaning that does not always bring comfort or joy. Grief and loss can be a difficult thing to 

navigate when the world is gearing up for the excitement of the season. At Versailles Church, we recognize that, for many people, 

Christmas is simply Blue.  

On December  10 th   at 7:00 PM, we invite you to join us in the sanctuary for a Blue Christmas Worship: A Service of Remem-

brance and Hope.  

With a message of hope, we will worship together to remember, and to believe. No matter who you are or what your story is, 

whatever you grieve and whatever you have lost in your life: this will be a place for healing and for hope, above all. You are wel-

come to hang an angel ornament on our Tree of Remembrance.  

Come as you are and join us. All are welcome here. 

Blue Christmas Worship: A Service of Remembrance and Hope 

    DECEMBER  10  – 7:00 PM 

VERSAILLES CHURCH – 4 CHURCH STREET – ACROSS FROM 

OCCUM  DAM 

 

mailto:historicalsociety@ctsprague.org
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN DECEMBER  

     AT SPRAGUE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

CONGRATULATIONS TO  ALL OF THE WINNERS 

OF OUR BASKET RAFFLE AND WREATH SILENT AUCTION.  WE ARE SO 

HAPPY FOR YOU! 

ALSO THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO PARTICIPATED!  WE VALUE YOU 

AND YOUR SUPPORT OF THE LIBRARY. 

OUR HOLIDAY HOURS: 

CHRISTMAS EVE:      WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 24  9AM – 2PM 
CHRISTMAS DAY             THURSDAY    DECEMBER 25   CLOSED 
FRIDAY   DECEMBER 26 CLOSED 
SATURDAY   DECEMBER 26   9AM – 2PM 
NEW YEARS EVE: WEDNESDAY 12/31  9AM – 2PM 
NEW YEARS DAY THURSDAY JANUARY 1 ST CLOSED 
FRIDAY                 JANUARY 2   CLOSED 
SATURDAY  JANUARY 3    9AM – 2PM 
 

 
THE LIBRARY STAFF WISH ALL OF YOU A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND GOOD 

HEALTH AND HAPPINESS IN THE NEW YEAR! 
 

 
STORY HOUR IS EVERY THURSDAY AT 10:30 AND 1:00 

THE AFTERNOON DELIGHT AND FICTION ADDICTION BOOK CLUBS ARE ON RE-
CESS UNTIL WEDNESDAY JANUARY 7TH AND SATURDAY JANUARY 24TH. 

 
DON’T FORGET TO TRY OVERDRIVE! 

IF YOU LIKE TO READ E BOOKS OR LISTEN TO AUDIO BOOKS ALL YOU NEED IS YOUR LIBRARY CARD AND 
THE LIBRARY WEBPAGE AND YOU CAN BORROW E OR AUDIO BOOKS JUST LIKE A LIBRARY BOOK FREE!  

JUST CLICK ON OVERDRIVE ON OUR WEBPAGE AND FOLLOW THE DIRECTIONS. OR CALL THE LIBRARY FOR 
ASSISTANCE AT 860-822-3012 

http://www.frontgate.com/glad-tidings-pre-decorated-cordless-wreath/holiday-decor/wreaths-garlands/christmas-wreaths/685008
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I will work on this page… ended up with an odd 

number of pages… If you have any filler ideas… they 

can go here… Recipes, poems, quotes, etc.   
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Sprague Historical Society  

2015 Birthday and Anniversary Calendar. 
If you have not submitted your order yet, please do so immediately. 

Fill out the form below with the names and dates of people you’d like to see in the calendar. 

Birthdays and anniversaries - $1.00 each; Calendar- $5.00 each 

Send this form and your donation to: “Sprague Historical Society” P.O. Box 162- Baltic, CT 06330.   

Calendars will be available for pick up at Town hall in December. You’ll be notified when they’re ready. 

. 

Please help the Sprague Historical Society. Place your calendar order today. 

Person ordering: B OR A Date Name(s) 

        

Phone:       

        

        

(B) Birthdays           @ $1.00 ea       

(A)Anniversaries    @ $1.00 ea       

        

Calendars                @ $5.00 ea       

        

        

        

Total paid $       

BALTIC FIRE DEPARTMENT 

LADIES AUXILIARY,   P. O. BOX 591 ,  BALTIC, CT 06330-0591 

 Regular meeting was held on Tuesday, November 11, at the firehouse.  Plans for the annual HOL-
LY JOLLY BAZAAR were finalized.  This event is scheduled for Saturday, November 29 at the firehouse 
from 9 am to 3 pm. 
 All of our table space has been taken and we have a good variety of vendors.  We are looking for-
ward to having another successful event thanks to all of your support. 
 Our next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 9, 2014, at 6 pm at T J’s Café. 
 Please remember that anyone interested in joining the Auxiliary is welcome.  We are always look-
ing for new members and new ideas for fundraising.  You need not be a Sprague resident or have a 
spouse or family member in the Fire Department to join the Auxiliary as a regular member.  We have re-
cently added Junior Members – young women between the ages of 16 and 18 who have a parent or 
guardian in the fire department or auxiliary.   
 

Our sincere best wishes for a very Happy Thanksgiving. 

~ Jeannette Deschamps—Secretary 
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BUS SCHEDULE FROM SPRAGUE TO OCCUM 

Points of Departure to Occum Time 

Shetucket Village 7:45am 9:45am 11:45am 

Playground 

Brookside & High Street 

7:48am 9:48am 11:48am 

TJ’s Parking Lot 7:50am 9:50am 11:50am 

Arrive Occum- SEAT Connection Site 

Red McKeon Park, Hooper St. & Rte. 97 

8:10am 10:10am 12:10am 

  

Points of Departure to Sprague Time 

Red McKeon Park, Hooper St. & Rte. 97 (stop as 

needed for return trip) 

8:15am 10:15am 12:15pm 

Express Return to Senior Center 2:15pm 

 

  

Times are approximate and may vary several minutes earlier or later.  Service runs Monday through Thursday except for 

holidays.  For more information call Buddy Meadows, Sprague Senior Center Coordinator at 860-822-3000 ext. 203.  The 

Sprague to Occum Bus is a courtesy of the Town of Sprague and the Sprague Senior Center.  For seat schedule visit 

www.seatbus.com.  Winter Weather Schedule:  The bus will follow the school closure schedule during the winter.  Watch 

early morning television on Channel 3, 8 or 30 for closures. 

The Salvation Army 

Upper New London County Service Unit 
Dennison Allen Town of Sprague Representative 

  

This is the Christmas Season. You can help those in need in a number of ways. 

 Donate whatever you can to the Salvation Army Upper New London County Service Unit by sending 
check to: 34 Riverside Dr., Baltic, CT 06330.  90% of that money will be used to help your neighbors.   

 There are Angel Cards at the Town Hall.  Take one or more and get a gift card that can be used for any-
thing:  food, gas, gifts, and necessities a food card doesn’t cover.   

 Donate food to food pantry at the town hall.   

The Boy Scouts did a great job with their food drive, but there is never too much food.  If you need food stop 
by town hall and see Colette and she will help you. 

Be thankful for all you have been given, no matter how things seem to be going. Our Heavenly Father LOVES 
YOU. 

http://www.seatbus.com
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Note from the Editor: Elizabeth Calderon 
The deadline for Our Town submissions (and corresponding payments for ads) is the 15th of each month.  
Submissions will be no more than 200 words and must be e-mailed to spragueourtownnews-
letter@gmail.com.  No series will be accepted.  Longer articles may be submitted and used based on room 
at the Editor’s discretion.  The focus of Our Town is community events, articles, commission notes and other 
items of town-wide interest.  Annual budget considerations may affect page appropriations.  Ads have no 
restriction on word limit and must be pre-purchased at rates of: Business Card $21; Double Business Card 
$40; Half Page $70; Full Page $100.   Purchase 11 months and receive the 12th month free.  All payments 
for ads are made in the Town Clerk’s Office at Town Hall. Sprague~ Our Town is a free monthly publication 
of the Town of Sprague, serving the communities of Baltic, Hanover & Versailles.  Primarily funded by the 
Town, support is also provided by paid advertisements.  Opinions expressed in Sprague~ Our Town are not 
necessarily those of town officials or the community at large, but solely reflect those of the writer.  Submis-
sions may be edited for clarity and formatted as necessary.  Libelous or obscene materials are not permitted.  


