
  

 

OUR TOWN 
SERVING THE VILLAGES OF BALTIC, HANOVER, AND VERSAILLES 

IN THE BEAUTIFUL SHETUCKET RIVER VALLEY 

Information & News for March 2015 

Newsletter Deadline: 

There will be no late submissions accepted for the Our Town.   As a reminder, the Our Town deadline is the 

15th of every month.  The newsletter will be collated on Saturday, March 28 for the April issue, we will 

meet at the Town Hall at 10 am.  Contact Elizabeth for details.  If interested in volunteering email Elizabeth 

@ Spragueourtownnewsletter@gmail.com 

The Uncas Health District would like to re-
mind the residents of Sprague that private 
well testing is an important part of ensuring 
the water you drink is safe and free of 
harmful chemicals.  Private wells are easy 
to test and typically easy to treat when a 
problem is identified.  You can find infor-
mation on the what, when, and why of 
testing at: http://www.ct.gov/dph/lib/
dph/environmental_health/eoha/
pdf/24_residential_drinking_water_well_te
sting.pdf 

Developing a regular testing schedule will 
allow homeowners to detect changes over 
time and resolve issues on the homeown-
er’s schedule.  

If you have additional questions about your 
water or how to get it tested, please con-
tact the Uncas Health District at (860) 823-
1189 or www.uncashd.org 

    

 

SPRAGUE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

The Sprague Historical Society Museum is opened to the public 

on: 

Tuesday & Thursday - 4:30pm – 7:00pm 

Wednesday & Saturday - 10:00am – 1:00pm 

Also by appointment 

Bored during the winter months? Go through your old photos 

and items such as old receipts from town businesses, match 

books etc.  We can scan them and return them or you can do-

nate them.          

New members are welcome.  Our meetings are the fourth Tues-

day of the month at 6:30pm except for the months of July, Au-

gust and December.  

We can be reached at: 

860-822-6867 or historicalsociety@ctsprague.org 

http://www.ct.gov/dph/lib/dph/environmental_health/eoha/pdf/24_residential_drinking_water_well_testing.pdf
http://www.ct.gov/dph/lib/dph/environmental_health/eoha/pdf/24_residential_drinking_water_well_testing.pdf
http://www.ct.gov/dph/lib/dph/environmental_health/eoha/pdf/24_residential_drinking_water_well_testing.pdf
http://www.ct.gov/dph/lib/dph/environmental_health/eoha/pdf/24_residential_drinking_water_well_testing.pdf
http://www.uncashd.org
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From the Desk of the First Selectman 

 

Well we have made it thru February and while the Groundhog disappointed me by predicting more winter we 
are nearing the end of this cold, snowy weather. I am so hoping for warmer days and the poking through the ground 
of dainty but strong willed flowers! 

 In this edition the completed projects done over the last few years will be outlined for you. Let me start by 
thanking you for providing the resources that were necessary to finish them.  

 Please be mindful of public works crews (all over the state) that are out making roadsides safe and clear. In 
Sprague our crew has been diligently working as usual doing a great job. When the weather allows we will be back to 
chipping, chopping and cleaning up roadsides, cemeteries, and recreation fields. We will also continue to work to 
keep roadsides open pushing snow off road beds or trucking it to the concrete pad in the old Baltic Mill site. 

Our reconstituted Economic Development Commission will be meeting in March.  Please send along your ide-
as for the Baltic Mill site. They are also interested in your ideas on other new businesses you would like to see in 
Town. 

 Remember to keep your driveways and sidewalks clear and safe.  

As always thanks for your support. 

 

Cathy Osten 

First Selectman 

                                        Open Positions as of 3/1/2015 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
Two alternate members 

Recreation Committee 

Unlimited numbers allowed  

Inland Wetlands 

One regular member 

Two alternate member 

Baltic Mills Committee 

Unlimited numbers allowed  

Economic Development Commis-
sion    

One regular member   

Eastern Regional Mental Health 
Board 

One appointment 

Water & Sewer 

One regular member 

Conservation Commission 

One alternate member 
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FREE DUMP DAY  
SATURDAY, April 25th, 

2015 
ALL ACCEPTED ITEMS 

WILL BE ALLOWED 
FREE OF CHARGE 

SPRAGUE PUBLIC SCHOOL PRESCHOOL SCREENING Sprague Public School is sponsoring a Preschool Screening on Friday, 
March 20, 2015 between the hours of 9:00 AM and 2:30 PM. The screening is open to all 3 and 4 year old children in Bal-
tic, Hanover and Versailles. This screening is to assist parents of preschoolers in monitoring the developmental growth of 
their children. It also provides an opportunity to identify any youngster who may need some type of service. The screening 
components will include a developmental screening and a parental interview regarding the child's health history and de-
velopmental milestones. The developmental areas which will be screened include fine-motor, cognitive-verbal, gross mo-
tor, speech and expressive language. Time will also be available during screening hours to discuss any concerns you may 
have regarding your child. Please contact Debra Hawks at (860) 822-8264, extension 193 for more information or an ap-
pointment.  
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SAINTS LAWN  

CARE 

Mowing, Yard Work,  

Brush Cutting, 

Spring and Fall Clean Ups 

 

 

 

 

Mike St. Germain 

280 High Street, P.O. Box 532, Bal-

tic, CT 06330 

Phone: 860-213-1629 

Email: 

michaelgermain@sbcglobal.net 

 

Our Town  

Business Page: 

Ads must be pre-purchased at 

rates of: Business Card $21; 

Double Business Card $40; 

Half Page $70; Full Page $100.   

Purchase 11 months and re-

ceive the 12th month free.  All 

payments for ads are made in 

the Town Clerk’s Office at 

Town Hall.  All payments must 

be made prior to the submis-

sion deadline.  All ads must be 

emailed to the editor by the 

15th of the month @  

Spragueourtownnewsletter 

@gmail.com 

mailto:michaelgermain@sbcglobal.net
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        EARTH MARKET 
Yard Sale, Local Artisan Crafts and Products 

          Saturday, April 25, 2015 

          9:00 am- 2:00 pm 

          Sprague River Park (North Main Street) 

          Route 97, Baltic, CT 

(In case of rain @Gristmill across from Sprague Town Hall) 

          Earth Day Theme Art Contest 

                  Get your creative Spirit moving 

From recycled sheets of luan, a 36”x32”piece will be provided to participants to 
create an Earth Day Theme mural or 3 dimensional piece of art to be displayed. 

Work as a team or an individual, all ages welcome! 

Prizes to be awarded. 

For more info: (860)822-9808 or donaldboushee@sbcglobal.net  

_____________________________________________________ 

***Registration Form*******************************         

$10.00 donation for: Yard sale space___ Artisan Craft space__                     

                                  Local product space___ 

 

Donation of canned good for: Earth Day Theme Art Contest___ 

name______________________________________ 

address_____________________________________ 

telephone______________ 

please make checks payable to” Town of Sprague” 

Mail to: Sprague Town Hall, attn: Earth Market, 1 Main St, PO Box 677, Baltic, CT 06330 
email donaldboushee@sbcglobal.net or call 860 822 9808 

Sponsored by Sprague Conservation Commission 

mailto:donaldboushee@sbcglobal.net
mailto:donaldboushee@sbcglobal.net
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Miscellaneous: 
NOTE FROM EDITOR: 

I AM LOOKING TO ADD THIS MISCELLANEOUS CAT-

EGORY EVERY MONTH AS A HALF PAGE… ENTRIES 

LIMITED TO “1 LINE” FOR SALE,  FOR SWAP, YARD 

SALES, HELP WANTED, HELP NEEDED, ETC. DEAD-

LINE IS STILL THE 15TH OF EVERY MONTH. 

Email submissions  to: 

spragueourtownnewsletter@gmail.com   

For Sale:  

Snare Drum Kit $75 obo/Clarinet $200 obo 

Living room, couch chair & ottoman. Yellow with blue de-
signs. (very country cottage looking)  $125 OBO 

 Call (860)204-6286  

 ***************** 

FOR SALE:   Used pull out couch.  

Best offer call. 860-334-4059 

  

  VERSAILLES CHURCH 

 4 CHURCH STREET  

 VERSAILLES, CT 

 (ACROSS FROM OCCUM DAM) 

  

 Taizé Prayer  Service (pronounced "teh-ZAY) is a 45 minute long meditative candle-lit 

service that centers around music, prayer, and silence, to quiet the mind, open the heart 

and feed the soul… time of quiet and solitude in the presence of God. A few words sung 

over and over again reinforce the meditative quality of prayer.  Come join us. All are wel-

come here. Sit on pews or pillows on floor. Come as you are.   

        

TAIZE WORSHIP 

SERVICE 

( Every 1st Sunday of the Month) 

SUNDAY, March 1, 2015  

6:00 pm 

Shetucket Village Is Accepting Applications 

8 Wall Street – Baltic, CT 

Must be 62 years of age and/or Disabled 

No Pets Allowed; No Section 8 Housing 

If you would like an application sent to you,  

please call 860-822-1512  

and leave your name and address. 

tel:860-822-1512
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February 10, 2015 American Legion Post 85 Minutes 

 

 At 7:11 PM the CDR opened the meeting. 9 members were in attendance. 6 of the 7 officers were present.  

 

The CDR suspended the meeting in order to address Chief Shull of the Baltic Fire Department. The CDR and members thanked the Chief for his time to come 

to the meeting.  

 

The CDR resumed the Post meeting. The minutes of the January 6, 2015 meeting were read and accepted.  

 

 Good will was sent out again by the membership to Al Girard to get well. The Adjutant was authorized to cancel the Post’s contract with the present florist and 

purchase wreaths directly from the Legion website. The CDR also stated that he had inspected the Memorial Statue and directed the Financial Officer to pay the shipping 

cost of $155.00.  

 

The CDR stated the Chaplain Joe Osowski was honored at Sayles Elementary School for his children’s books he discussed with the 7th and 8th graders.  

 

With no further business to discuss the CDR ended the meeting at 8:35 p.m. The next meeting will be held at the Sprague Rod and Gun Club on March 3, 2015 

at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Tom Coletti       Don Bastien 

Adjutant and Financial Officer                                         Commander 

 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEW LOOK? 

READY TO MAKE A CHANGE? 

JUST WANT TO TRY SOMETHING NEW? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2015 MAKEOVER CONTEST UNDER-

WAY!! 

PRIZES, GIVEAWAY, FUN ! 

DETAILS COMING SOON… NO NEED TO 

WAIT… NO COST TO YOU :D   

APPOINTMENTS ARE LIMITED & ARE 

BOOKING FAST. 

 

 

 

Looking for NEW faces to  add to my  

Make Me Over  

Before and After Portfolio… 

Call to make an appointment  

(860)204-6286 

Make up—Skin care—Eye brows 

Try new products and try a new look at no cost.  

Call for details. 
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START PLANNING NOW 

 

EARTH DAY 2015 IS 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22ND, 2015 

 

THE TOWN OF SPRAGUE WILL BE CELEBRATING EARTH DAY 

SATURDAY, APRIL 25TH, 2015 

 

STARTING @ 10AM FINISHING @ 2PM 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS TO ADOPT A ROAD FOR CLEANUP 

BAGS AND GLOVES WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE GRIST MILL PARKING 
LOT 

 

PIZZA WILL BE SERVED @ 1PM IN THE GRIST MILL PARKING AREA 

 

PLEASE CALL CATHY OR BARBARA @ 860-822-3000 X 201 AND LET US 
KNOW WHAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO DO TO HELP OUT 

 

FUNDED IN PART BY THE LAST GREEN VALLEY 

THANKS FOR ALL YOU DO! 



10 

 

 
Easter Egg Hunt 

Saturday April 4th, 2015 

11:00AM 

River Park 

Thousands of eggs will be hidden 

Come join us rain or shine 

We would appreciate donations of nonperishable food items or 

toiletries for our food pantry 

Sprague Democratic Town Committee 

 

The Sprague Democratic Town Committee (DTC) met for its monthly meeting on February 5, 2015. 

The Sprague DTC always encourages people to participate in their community by volunteering for boards and commissions, 

whether they are by appointment or elected office. This time of the year is of particular focus, as the we are seeking candidates 

to run for elected office this November. 

Interested persons should take note that the DTC seeks qualified candidates to run for office regardless of their party affiliation. 

The DTC’s nominating sub-committee is currently reviewing positions to be filled. If you are interested in running for elected 

office, and would like more information, please call Richard Waterman, at 860-822-8932. The deadline for contacting Mr. Water-

man concerning your being included on the November slate of candidates is March 5, 2015. The Sprague DTC as always encour-

ages residents to register to vote. Any registered Democrats interested in joining the DTC should contact Chairman Jack Malone 

at 860-334-1855 or the DTC secretary Claire Glaude at 860-822-9111. 

Claire Glaude 

DTC Secretary 
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Sprague Versailles Sewer Customers 
 

The Sprague Water & Sewer Authority would like to inform our sewer customers in the  
Versailles area that Norwich Public Utilities has approved an 11.5 percent monthly increase to their sewer bills 
starting in March. They are saying that they must raise their rates to make up for revenue lost when the Fusion 
Paperboard plant closed its doors.   This rate increase will affect the Versailles monthly sewer bill beginning with 
your April 2015 bill. 

 
If  you should have any questions regarding this information please call 860-822-3000, ext. 225. 
 
Dennison Allen, Chairman 
Sprague Water & Sewer Authority 
 

            Baltic resident artist Benjamin Gaucher of 9 Plain Hill Road was recently recognized for his work in sculpture at the prestig-

ious 71st Annual Connecticut Artists Juried Exhibition held Sunday, February 8th, 2015, at The Slater Memorial Museum in Norwich. 

           Ben was cited for a resin bust sculpture titled My Dad and for a resin on wood relief titled Diane. (Photo from the Norwich 

Bulletin, Monday, February 10, 2015.) 

           Of the 464 pieces submitted, just about a quarter were chosen for the exhibition. 

           Vivian F. Zoe, Slater Memorial Museum Director, related that this was not an easy exhibition for which to be chosen. 

           The juror for the exhibition Cynthia Roznoy, PhD, Curator of the Mattatuck Museum in Waterbury (which has a focus on 

Connecticut artists) states that she “was thankful for the opportunity to see the types and fine quality of art work produced in our 

state”. 

           Juror Roznoy has prior connections as director and curator at the Connecticut branch of the Whitney Museum of American 

Art in New York City and as a senior associate of Viart, a New York City art consulting firm. She has organized more than 25 exhibi-

tions of American art and history with accompanying essays and catalogs. 

           As a matter of note, along with sculpting, Ben Gaucher (a graduate of Lyme Academy College of Fine Arts) has also been in-

volved in book illustration and painting. He has even executed a painting of the transitioning Baltic Mill! 

           If interested – The Slater Memorial Museum Exhibition runs February 8th through March 20, 2015. 

 

Kathy Lepak, of Coventry, examines a sculpture (My Dad) included among the 145 pieces as part of the 71st annual Connecticut 

Artists Exhibition at Slater Memorial Museum. Adam Benson/NorwichBulletin.com  
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BUS SCHEDULE FROM SPRAGUE TO OCCUM 

Points of Departure to Occum Time 

Shetucket Village 7:45am 9:45am 11:45am 

Playground 

Brookside & High Street 

7:48am 9:48am 11:48am 

TJ’s Parking Lot 7:50am 9:50am 11:50am 

Arrive Occum- SEAT Connection Site 

Red McKeon Park, Hooper St. & Rte. 97 

8:10am 10:10am 12:10am 

  

Points of Departure to Sprague Time 

Red McKeon Park, Hooper St. & Rte. 97 (stop as 

needed for return trip) 

8:15am 10:15am 12:15pm 

Express Return to Senior Center 2:15pm 

 

  

Times are approximate and may vary several minutes earlier or later.  Service runs Monday through Thursday except for 

holidays.  For more information call Buddy Meadows, Sprague Senior Center Coordinator at 860-822-3000 ext. 203.  The 

Sprague to Occum Bus is a courtesy of the Town of Sprague and the Sprague Senior Center.  For seat schedule visit 

www.seatbus.com.  Winter Weather Schedule:  The bus will follow the school closure schedule during the winter.  Watch 

early morning television on Channel 3, 8 or 30 for closures. 

The Salvation Army 

Upper New London County Service Unit 
Dennison Allen Town of Sprague Representative 

  

I want to thank all who have donated and will donate to the Salvation Army by sending checks to the Upper New Lon-

don County Service Unit, 34 Riverside Dr. Baltic, CT 06330.  

Spring is coming. Keep your fuel tanks full and keep food, water, and supplies on hand in case of more bad weather.  

Do you have a 24 hour kit ready in case of an emergency?  Have you sat down with your family and talked about where 

to go if you need to leave your home, so everyone is accounted for? 

Do you follow a budget? Money in, money out.  What to do with any money not needed this month? Maybe put it in a 

savings account. 

If you need food, call Town Hall and speak to Colette. Thanks to “Scouting for Food” there is food to help you. 

May the Lord bless you with all the things you need and ask for you and your family. 

http://www.seatbus.com
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Note from the Editor: Elizabeth Calderon 
The deadline for Our Town submissions (and corresponding payments for ads) is the 15th of each month.  
Submissions will be no more than 200 words and must be e-mailed to spragueourtownnews-
letter@gmail.com.  No series will be accepted.  Longer articles may be submitted and used based on room 
at the Editor’s discretion.  The focus of Our Town is community events, articles, commission notes and other 
items of town-wide interest.  Annual budget considerations may affect page appropriations.  Ads have no 
restriction on word limit and must be pre-purchased at rates of: Business Card $21; Double Business Card 
$40; Half Page $70; Full Page $100.   Purchase 11 months and receive the 12th month free.  All payments 
for ads are made in the Town Clerk’s Office at Town Hall. Sprague~ Our Town is a free monthly publication 
of the Town of Sprague, serving the communities of Baltic, Hanover & Versailles.  Primarily funded by the 
Town, support is also provided by paid advertisements.  Opinions expressed in Sprague~ Our Town are not 
necessarily those of town officials or the community at large, but solely reflect those of the writer.  Submis-
sions may be edited for clarity and formatted as necessary.  Libelous or obscene materials are not permitted.  


