
  

 

OUR TOWN 
SERVING THE VILLAGES OF BALTIC, HANOVER, AND VERSAILLES 

IN THE BEAUTIFUL SHETUCKET RIVER VALLEY 

Information & News for April 2015 

Newsletter Deadline: 

There will be no late submissions accepted for the Our Town.   As a reminder, the Our Town deadline is the 

15th of every month.  The newsletter will be collated on Saturday, April 25 for the May issue, we will 

meet at the Town Hall at 10 am.  Contact Elizabeth for details.  If interested in volunteering email Elizabeth 

@ Spragueourtownnewsletter@gmail.com 

Please come help support the BULLDOGS first 

season. 

OPENING DAY BENEFIT PANCAKE BREAKFAST @ 

Sprague Community Center 

Saturday, April 11 6am-11am 

Cost $8/adult $5/child (3-12) Free/2 and under 

Money payable at the door or for reservations 

call 860-884-4146 

Money benefits the BCF Youth League 2015  

tournament track! 

The Bulldogs are a 12U Major 70 Cal Ripken Base-

ball Team right here in Sprague! 

Opening Day of fishing season too, come have 

breakfast with us!!  

We will be opening at 6 am, nice and early! 

 

Food Pantry 

 

We need to beef up our food pantry. 

The Sprague Food Pantry is in need of  

some non-perishable food items 

especially the following: 

  Cereal, peanut butter, rice,  

canned goods such as tomato sauce, 
soups, meats, baked beans, and fruits 

Any donations would be greatly  

appreciated. 

Please bring food items to the Town Hall 

1 Main Street, Baltic. 

Also anyone needing food can call  

860-822-3000, ext. 223 or 220 

 

The Sprague Water & Sewer 
Authority Office will be closed  

 

  Tuesday, April 7, 2015 thru 

Tuesday, April 21, 2015  

 

The office will re-open at 7:30 
am on April 22, 2015 

 

If you have payments you may 
leave them with the Town Clerk. 

Informational Hearing 

Solar Project by  

Helio Sage 

Sprague Town Hall 

Court Room 

April 14, 2015 

7:00 pm 
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From the Desk of the First Selectman 

 

 

 Finally the sun and some warmth have reached us and I am bubbling with delight! I love seeing daffodils push their way through the 
warming soil providing us with the hope of renewal and beginnings. Take time to enjoy a spring walk around our Town and see the work of vol-
unteers as the color of spring peeks through and adorns our roadsides. 

  

Part of spring is the budget process which is moving along with all departments having presented their requests to the Board of Fi-
nance. The Town has moved forward in many ways which would not be possible without your help.  

  

We will be out soon with the sweeper cleaning up the remains of this brutal winter. We will also continue cleaning up roadsides, cem-
eteries, and recreation fields with the chipper and roadside mower. In addition we will use the brush hog to open up fields around the reservoir 
and transfer station. Please keep an eye on the workers and let them finish their work safely. 

 

The newly reconstituted Economic Development Committee has met and is eager to bring a renewed effort in this area for our Town.  

 

If you are looking for a fun outside activity stop by and join us for the Easter Egg Hunt, Ride the Shetucket, and/or Earth Day events.  

 

As always thanks for your support 

 

Cathy Osten 

First Selectman 

                                        Open Positions as of 4/1/2015 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
Two alternate members 

Recreation Committee 

Unlimited numbers allowed  

Inland Wetlands 

One regular member 

Two alternate member 

Baltic Mills Committee 

Unlimited numbers allowed  

Economic Development Commis-
sion    

One regular member   

Eastern Regional Mental Health 
Board 

One appointment 

Water & Sewer 

One regular member 

Conservation Commission 

One alternate member 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2nd: Shred-It Day 

Sprague Public Library 

9:00am - 12:00pm 

Sponsored by Chelsea 

Groton Bank  

 

TOWN BUDGET HEARING 

TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY, APRIL 13, 2015 

AT 

7:00 PM 

                 SPRAGUE SENIOR CENTER 



3 

 

Sprague Democratic Town Committee Update 

Sure you are not surprised our March meeting was canceled because of yet another snowstorm.   

The Sprague DTC Nominating Committee continues to work on the slate of candidates to run for elected office this November.   

Regardless of party affiliation - if you are interested in running for elected office, and would like more information, please email 

Nominating Committee Chairman Richard Waterman, at h2oman@sbcglobal.net  or call 860-822-8932. 

 The Sprague DTC continues to encourage residents to register to vote.  Registered democrats interested in serving on Town 

boards or joining the DTC should contact me at accpglaude@netscape.net or call 860-822-9111. 

Please visit the Sprague DTC website @ SpragueDemocrats.org for updated information. 

Claire Glaude 

DTC Secretary 

 

Ride the Shetucket River 
The Town of Sprague will provide a free shuttle between River Park and Scotland 

Dam. 

There will be NO water release scheduled thus we will only provide transport 

when the river is at a level that will naturally provide for easy travel.  Participants  
can put in any time between 10:00 and 12:00.  You can ride the river as many 

times as time and the water level allows.   
The ride is 4 miles long and takes approximately 2 hours. 

April 25th 

May 30th 

June 27th 

September 26th 

 October 10th. 

Since Ride the Shetucket is level sensitive, check the Town website prior to the 
event for any cancellation postings. 

We will be planning for hikes up along the Shetucket, over the Scotland Dam then 
back down along the Shetucket on days when the river level is too low to kayak (or 
tube down). 

Paddlers need to have PFD’s and a distress whistle.  www.ctsprague.org 

For other information, call Lou Dzialo at 860-822-6043. 

Republican Town Committee Report 

After a long hard winter, it is finally 

Spring.  The Sprague RTC continues to 

work to protect the rights of our citi-

zens.  Primarily we are focused on the 

Town and State budgets and their im-

pact on our schools, taxes, economy 

and freedoms.  The RTC is currently 

accepting applications for individuals 

who would like to serve on our Town 

Committee.  If you are interested in 

serving on the Town Committee or are 

interested in running for office this fall, 

please contact: Michael Meadows, 

Chair,  at (860) 389-4020 or Barbara 

Richardson Crouch, Registrar of Voters, 

at(860) 705-2302 

or brichardsoncrouch@gmail.com. 

Enjoy the sunshine! 

Sprague RTC 

http://www.ctsprague.org/
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PLEASE CALL CATHY OR BARBARA @ 860-822-3000 X 201 AND LET US 
KNOW WHAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO DO TO HELP OUT 

 

FUNDED IN PART BY THE LAST GREEN VALLEY 

THANKS FOR ALL YOU DO! 

 

Earth Day 2015  

Saturday April 25th, 2015 

Meet in the Grist Mill Parking Lot @ 10am for bags and gloves. 

Stop back @1pm for pizza! 

 
 

FREE DUMP DAY  

 

SATURDAY April 25th, 2015 
 

ALL ACCEPTED ITEMS WILL BE ALLOWED FREE OF CHARGE 
 

REGULAR HOURS WILL BE FOLLOWED  
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SAME GREAT SERVICE- NEW CONVENIENT LOCATION!!!! 

 
Has moved to 107 Rt 32  Suite #3 Franklin  

Providing Insurance for ALL LINES of coverage in CT & RI 

*Personal Auto   * Home/Renters     *Business      *Motorcycle   *Watercraft    

*Life     *Medical     * Bonds     *Collectors   

 

Writing with National Carriers 

*MET    * Travelers   * Hartford   * Hanover  *Main Street America 

*Progressive    *Foremost     *Dairyland   *Harleysville   *Safeco *Utica  

*American Modern    *Quincy Mutual   *Lloyds of London   & More!! 

 

Office Hours: Mon-Wed & Friday 83am-4pm  Thurs 10-6pm and Sat 9-12 
*ALWAYS available for after hour or weekend appointments upon advanced scheduled request!!! 

 

It would be my pleasure to provide service to my Community!! 

(860) 822-0818   

                                                   Erin@SpitaleInsurance.com 

                    www.SpitaleInsurance.com  
Like us on Facebook!! 

mailto:Erin@SpitaleInsurance.com
http://www.SpitaleInsurance.com


6 

 



7 

 

SAINTS LAWN  

CARE 

Mowing, Yard Work,  

Brush Cutting, 

Spring and Fall Clean Ups 

 

 

 

 

Mike St. Germain 

280 High Street, P.O. Box 532, Bal-

tic, CT 06330 

Phone: 860-213-1629 

Email: 

michaelgermain@sbcglobal.net 

 

Our Town  

Business Page: 

Ads must be pre-purchased at rates 

of: Business Card $21; Double 

Business Card $40; Half Page $70; 

Full Page $100.   Purchase 11 

months and receive the 12th 

month free.  All payments for ads 

are made in the Town Clerk’s Of-

fice at Town Hall.  All payments 

must be made prior to the submis-

sion deadline.  All ads must be 

emailed to the editor by the 15th 

of the month @  

Spragueourtownnewsletter 

@gmail.com 

mailto:michaelgermain@sbcglobal.net
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        EARTH MARKET 
Yard Sale, Local Artisan Crafts and Products 

          Saturday, April 25, 2015 

          9:00 am- 2:00 pm 

          Sprague River Park (North Main Street) 

          Route 97, Baltic, CT 

(In case of rain @Gristmill across from Sprague Town Hall) 

          Earth Day Theme Art Contest 

                  Get your creative Spirit moving 

From recycled sheets of luan, a 36”x32”piece will be provided to participants to 
create an Earth Day Theme mural or 3 dimensional piece of art to be displayed. 

Work as a team or an individual, all ages welcome! 

Prizes to be awarded. 

For more info: (860)822-9808 or donaldboushee@sbcglobal.net  

_____________________________________________________ 

***Registration Form*******************************         

$10.00 donation for: Yard sale space___ Artisan Craft space__                     

                                  Local product space___ 

 

Donation of canned good for: Earth Day Theme Art Contest___ 

name______________________________________ 

address_____________________________________ 

telephone______________ 

please make checks payable to “Town of Sprague” 

Mail to: Sprague Town Hall, attn: Earth Market, 1 Main St, PO Box 677, Baltic, CT 06330 
email donaldboushee@sbcglobal.net or call 860 822 9808 

Sponsored by Sprague Conservation Commission 

mailto:donaldboushee@sbcglobal.net
mailto:donaldboushee@sbcglobal.net
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Miscellaneous: 
NOTE FROM EDITOR: 

I AM LOOKING TO ADD THIS MISCELLANEOUS CAT-

EGORY EVERY MONTH AS A HALF PAGE… ENTRIES 

LIMITED TO “1 LINE” FOR SALE,  FOR SWAP, YARD 

SALES, HELP WANTED, HELP NEEDED, ETC. DEAD-

LINE IS STILL THE 15TH OF EVERY MONTH. 

Email submissions  to: 

spragueourtownnewsletter@gmail.com   

For Sale:  

Snare Drum Kit $75 obo/Clarinet $200 obo 

Living room, couch chair & ottoman. Yellow with blue de-
signs. (very country cottage looking)  $125 OBO 

 Call (860)204-6286  

 ***************** 

FOR SALE:   Used pull out couch.  

Best offer call. 860-334-4059 

  

  VERSAILLES CHURCH 

 4 CHURCH STREET  

 VERSAILLES, CT 

 (ACROSS FROM OCCUM DAM) 

  

 Taizé Prayer  Service (pronounced "teh-ZAY) is a 45 minute long meditative candle-lit 

service that centers around music, prayer, and silence, to quiet the mind, open the heart 

and feed the soul… time of quiet and solitude in the presence of God. A few words sung 

over and over again reinforce the meditative quality of prayer.  Come join us. All are wel-

come here. Sit on pews or pillows on floor. Come as you are.   

        

TAIZE WORSHIP 

SERVICE 

( Every 1st Sunday of the Month) 

SUNDAY, April 5, 2015  

6:00 pm 

Shetucket Village Is Accepting Applications 

8 Wall Street – Baltic, CT 

Must be 62 years of age and/or Disabled 

No Pets Allowed; No Section 8 Housing 

If you would like an application sent to you,  

please call 860-822-1512  

and leave your name and address. 

tel:860-822-1512
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March  10, 2015 American Legion Post 85 Minutes 

At 7:05 PM the CDR opened the meeting with a salute to the colors and prayer. 10 members were present. 6 of the 7 officers were present.  

The minutes of the February 10, 2014 meeting were read and accepted. The Financial Officer reported that there was $778.03 in the check-

ing account and $820.02 in the Memorial Fund. The Adjutant reported that the Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day wreaths will be ordered 

from the AL Website.  

The CDR discussed with the membership about more fund raising ideas for the War Memorial Park. The Post Adjutant submitted a list of 

veterans to receive a Quilt of Valor.  

The CDR announced that the Poker Run is scheduled for July 12. The Memorial Day Parade will be held on May 25th at 10:00 a.m. The 

CDR tabled discussion on the Post’s website in which one Legionnaire is needed to take it over.  

With no further business to discuss the CDR then ended the meeting at 7:50 p.m. The next meeting will be held at the Sprague Rod and Gun 

Club on April 7, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Tom Coletti       Don Bastien 

Adjutant and Financial Officer                    Commander 

SPRAGUE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

COMMISSION 

The Sprague Economic Development 

Commission met on Tuesday March 

10th. The Commission currently con-

sists of five members, Dan Tropiano, 

Chris and Barry Kolar, Cathy Osten 

and Phyllis Nelson. We spent the 

meeting reviewing the assets and 

liabilities of Sprague with a focus on 

attracting business and industry to 

our town. The next meeting is Tues-

day, April 7th at 7pm in the town 

hall. We have one permanent mem-

ber position open and are looking to 

fill it as soon as possible. If you are 

interested, please contact Phyllis 

Nelson 

at balancedliving45@gmail.com or 

Cathy Osten 

at firstselectman@ctsprague.org. 
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SPRAGUE PUBLIC LIBRARY   

April Fool’s Day 
April Fools' Day is celebrated every year on the first day of April as a day when people play practical jokes and hoaxes 
on each other. The jokes and their victims are known as "April fools". Wikipedia 
********************************************************************************* 

Please note!!! 
The hours at the Sprague Public Library are temporarily changing as of 

March 23rd. 
They will be as follows: 

Monday and Tuesday 12:00PM-5PM 

Wednesday and Thursday 9AM 6PM 

Saturday remains the same 9AM-2PM 

Please note that when the library closes at 5PM 6PM or 2PM all materials for check-

out must be at the front desk 15 minutes before closing. Also all computers shut down 

15 minutes prior to closing. 

Thank you so much for your support and continued patronage!! 

************************************************************************************* 
Programs 

 

Don’t forget Story hour is every Thursday at 10:30 AM and 1:00PM 

The Afternoon Delight Book Club will meet on April Fool’s Day at 3:30PM to discuss The Husband’s Secret by 

Liane Moriarty. 

The Fiction Addiction Book Club will meet on Saturday April 4
th

 at 12:30 to discuss Mr. Penumbra’s 24 hour 

book store, by Robin Sloan. 

 

The Friend’s of the library will meet April 4
th

 at 2:00PM to discuss upcoming events. 

SHRED IT DAY IS SATURDAY MAY 2
ND

 AT THE LIBRARY FROM 9-12 TELL YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS 
IT’S FREE AND YOU DON’T HAVE TO LIVE IN SPRAGUE TO COME.  SPONSORED BY CHELSEA BANK AND 

SPRAGUE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/April_Fools'_Day
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Required Dog Licensing in the Town of  Sprague 

 

Licensing of  Dogs 

By not acquiring a license for your dog you will be subject to late fees, potential fines, and perhaps court fees. 

 

Why do we have to license our dogs? 

If  your dog runs away a license alerts the Animal Control officer, or anyone who may find your dog, that it is not homeless or a stray 

Enables the Animal Control Officer to protect residents and other animals from dangerous dogs and enables them to investigate dog bites 

Helps keep the human and dog population from being infected by rabies 

Ensures the quick return of  lost dogs to their owners 

 

When and where do I purchase a license? 

If  you have not yet licensed your dog you are subject to late fees and other related fines. The license is purchased from the Town Clerk. 

 

If  you have any questions please call the Town Hall at 860.822.3000, extension 220. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sprague Historical Society is working on a new exhibit about Spra-

gue Schools. 

The Schools we will be covering are: 

Baltic Public School on School Hill where apartments are today. 

Pautipaug  School, located on Dows Lane just off Pautipaug Hill Rd. 

Hanover School located on Main St. across from the old cemetery. 

Branch School, located at the crossroads of RT 138 and Hanover-

Versailles Rd. (This school is now the kitchen of the Sprague Rod & Gun 

Club). 

Versailles School, which is where Dark Manor is today. 

Sayles School on RT 97, Scotland Rd 

St. Joseph School, Main St. Baltic and the Annex Building 

Little Flower Hall, High St. Baltic 

Academy of the Holy Family, Main St. Baltic 

If anyone has class pictures (or any pictures) from any of these schools 

we would love to scan them, names of the people in the pictures 

would be a plus. 

We would also like for people who went to any of these schools to 

write a short story about their experiences at the schools. If anyone 

would like to be videotaped we can arrange that.   

We would love to hear from anyone, no matter where you live today, 

all the way up to 2015. 

Please help us keep the History of Sprague alive!! 

You can email us at historicalsociety@ctsprague.org   

Write to us at 76 Main St. Baltic, CT 06330 

Call us at 860-822-6867 

Our hours: 

Tues. 2:30 pm to 5:00 pm 

Wed. 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Thurs. 3:30 pm to 6:00 pm 

Sat. 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 
We would appreciate donations of nonperishable food items or 

toiletries for our food pantry 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Saturday, April 4th, 2015 

11:00AM at the River Park 

Thousands of eggs will be hidden 

Come join us rain or shine  
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BUS SCHEDULE FROM SPRAGUE TO OCCUM 

Points of Departure to Occum Time 

Shetucket Village 7:45am 9:45am 11:45am 

Playground 

Brookside & High Street 

7:48am 9:48am 11:48am 

TJ’s Parking Lot 7:50am 9:50am 11:50am 

Arrive Occum- SEAT Connection Site 

Red McKeon Park, Hooper St. & Rte. 97 

8:10am 10:10am 12:10am 

  

Points of Departure to Sprague Time 

Red McKeon Park, Hooper St. & Rte. 97 (stop as 

needed for return trip) 

8:15am 10:15am 12:15pm 

Express Return to Senior Center 2:15pm 

 

  

Times are approximate and may vary several minutes earlier or later.  Service runs Monday through Thursday except for 

holidays.  For more information call Buddy Meadows, Sprague Senior Center Coordinator at 860-822-3000 ext. 203.  The 

Sprague to Occum Bus is a courtesy of the Town of Sprague and the Sprague Senior Center.  For seat schedule visit 

www.seatbus.com.  Winter Weather Schedule:  The bus will follow the school closure schedule during the winter.  Watch 

early morning television on Channel 3, 8 or 30 for closures. 

The Salvation Army 

Upper New London County Service Unit 
Dennison Allen Town of Sprague Representative 
Snow Snow go away, come again next winter. We want green grass, pretty flowers. We know spring is coming please hurry. 

I want to thank all who have donated to the Salvation Army by donated checks to the Upper New London County Service Unit 
and sending them to, 34 Riverside Dr. Baltic, CT 06330 during the past year. 

Do you follow a budget? Money in money out and what to do with any money not needed this month? Maybe put in a savings 
account. 

Do you have 24 hour kit ready if you need it?  Emergencies could happen any time, be ready. 

If you need food call Town Hall and speak to Colette; thanks to Scouting for food there is food to help you. 

May the Lord bless you with all the things you ask for and are needed for you and your family.  

http://www.seatbus.com
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Note from the Editor: Elizabeth Calderon 
The deadline for Our Town submissions (and corresponding payments for ads) is the 15th of each month.  
Submissions will be no more than 200 words and must be e-mailed to spragueourtownnews-
letter@gmail.com.  No series will be accepted.  Longer articles may be submitted and used based on room 
at the Editor’s discretion.  The focus of Our Town is community events, articles, commission notes and other 
items of town-wide interest.  Annual budget considerations may affect page appropriations.  Ads have no 
restriction on word limit and must be pre-purchased at rates of: Business Card $21; Double Business Card 
$40; Half Page $70; Full Page $100.   Purchase 11 months and receive the 12th month free.  All payments 
for ads are made in the Town Clerk’s Office at Town Hall. Sprague~ Our Town is a free monthly publication 
of the Town of Sprague, serving the communities of Baltic, Hanover & Versailles.  Primarily funded by the 
Town, support is also provided by paid advertisements.  Opinions expressed in Sprague~ Our Town are not 
necessarily those of town officials or the community at large, but solely reflect those of the writer.  Submis-
sions may be edited for clarity and formatted as necessary.  Libelous or obscene materials are not permitted.  


