
  

 

OUR TOWN 
SERVING THE VILLAGES OF BALTIC, HANOVER, AND VERSAILLES 

IN THE BEAUTIFUL SHETUCKET RIVER VALLEY 

Information & News for AUGUST 2016 

 
Newsletter Deadline: 
There will be no late submissions accepted for the Our Town.   As a reminder, the Our Town deadline is the 
15th of every month.  The newsletter will be collated on Saturday, August 27 for the September issue, we 
will meet at the Town Hall at 10 am.  Contact Elizabeth for details.  If interested in volunteering email Eliza-
beth @ Spragueourtownnewsletter@gmail.com 

        

Honor Roll  

TRIMESTER 3 

High Honor Roll – 7
th

 Grade 
Cora Hawkins 
Jenna Henk 
Lily Lacy 
Honor Roll – 7

th
 Grade 

Jada Barboza 
Katherine Crowley 
Ryan Donahue 
Nathan Bastien 
Trinity Bothur 
Mason Jackson 
Sydnee Phillips 
Alexandra Richardson 

High Honor Roll – 8
th

 Grade 
Saige Gwynn 
Kennedy Jakan 
Sidney Meneses 
Honor Roll – 8

th
 Grade 

Madelyn Allen  
Jonathan Cook 
Matthew Dziadul 
Madison Gifford 
Lavery Hill 
Nicholas Miller 
Samantha Savoie 
Michael Sims 
Thomas Smith 
Riley Burzycki 
Kyle Coleman 
Amber Discola 
Laura Dougan 
Derek Harvey 
Makayla Jackson 
Erin Jedele 
Hunter Jencks 
Zachary Larkham 
Cole Patnoad 
Noah Shrewsbury 
Kristine Staggs 
Lauren Topalis 

 

 

FREE MULCH AVAILABLE  
 

AT THE TRANSFER STATION  

 

YOUR BRUSH AND SCCRRA’S TUB 
GRINDER WORKING TOGETHER AL-

LOW US TO PROVIDE THIS PRODUCT 

 

AVAILABLE DURING REGULAR HOURS  

 

The SCCRRA’s tub grinder is sched-
uled to have completed grinding the 

brush making it  ready for your 
equipment to pick up fresh mulch by 

the beginning of June. 
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From the Desk of the First Selectman 

 

We are deep into the doldrums of summer. It is the time of year when we ensure our young and young at 
heart are drinking plenty of water and not overly exerting themselves. A gentle reminder please do not leave pets tied 
up outside it is simply put not good for them.    

 

The Town of Sprague has been hard at work on the capital projects authorized in the budget approved for 
2016/2017.  

 

We have ordered a dump truck which will replace the yellow dump truck circa 2000; it is slated to arrive early 
this winter. In addition we received a grant that will help cover the costs of replacing three large pieces of equipment 
(a sweeper, a roadside mower and a vac-all). The Town will share this equipment with Bozrah and Franklin. They will 
be housed in Sprague. 

 

We will also be replacing one of our senior vans circa 2001. We also a received a grant to cover a large portion 
of the replacement cost of this piece of equipment. This should arrive this summer. 

 

We will have security cameras installed around the assets of the Water & Sewer department. This should be 
completed before September rolls around. In addition a repair to the splitter box will be completed by early fall. This 
item separates the sewerage at the treatment plant and is necessary for the efficient operation there. 

 

We are going to be putting out to bid plans to repair up to three dry hydrants in Town necessary for water 
access in areas that public water is either not available or not prolific enough. These projects are planned for a late fall 
completion. 

 

Road repairs will be out to bid soon. They include drainage on Fullertown Rd, curb repairs and upgrades to a 
variety of lengths of ribbon rail. These projects are also planned for a late fall completion. We did receive another 
CDBG grant to work on another section of road in the Village of Baltic. This project will be completed no later than the 
spring of 2017. 

 

A study to assess the work necessary to address issues concerning the Hanover Dam is currently under way. 
We hope to be able to outline repairs and improvements necessary for this aging dam and the silting in of the pond. 
Once we have this information we will determine resources available to complete the recommendations. 

 

We continue upgrading the Baltic Fire Department’s building with the resources made available. These in-
clude air conditioning in the office areas, plans to make the bathrooms ADA accessible and a commercial washer and 
dryer which will handle cleaning turn out gear. 

 

 We appreciate the support of the Town which allows us to upgrade the infrastructure keeping everything in 
running order. 

  

As always thanks for your support! 

 

Catherine A. Osten ~ First Selectman 
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Sprague Democratic Town Committee Update               

  

Our July meeting Guest Speaker Mr. Larry Goldman, State Central Committee Member and Nor-

wich Democratic Town Committee Chairman, spoke regarding many issues. He listened to our 

concerns to bring back to Democratic State Central.   

The Sprague DTC encourages residents to register to vote. Registered democrats interested in 

serving on Town boards or joining the DTC should contact me Claire Glaude at 860-822-9111.  

Please visit the Sprague DTC website @ SpragueDemocrats.org for updated information. 

Claire Glaude  

DTC Secretary 

Open Positions as of 8/1/2016 

 
 

Zoning Board of Appeals 

Two alternate members 
Recreation Committee 

Unlimited numbers allowed  

Inland Wetlands 

One alternate member 
Baltic Mills Committee 

Unlimited numbers allowed  

Water & Sewer 

One regular member 

Sprague Housing Authority 

One member 

Regional Tourism Board 

One appointment 

Planning & Zoning 

One alternate member 

 

 

 

  

The Old Federal Paperboard 

 

This is just a quick update on the Old Federal Paperboard site owned by Fusion Paperboard (a plank of Open Gate Cap-

ital).  

The Town has been granted by the bankruptcy court a “right of stay”. This means that we have moved back into the 

foreclosure action on the property due to a non-payment of taxes. This is good news as we now have an opportunity to see an 

active reuse of the property with either a new business or businesses. We still continue to receive inquiry’s regarding purchase 

of the site.  

The EPA was onsite in May making a determination on the containment lagoons and other areas needing cleanup and 

the possible cost of said cleanup.  

I will keep you informed as we move through the process regarding the quagmire concerning the paper mill property. 

As always thanks for your support, 

Catherine A. Osten 
First Selectman 
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GRADUATES OF 2016 
 

Madelyn Avery Allen   Jessica Brittany LaClair 

Justin Robert Bagley   Zachary Bryce Larkham 

Matthew Elijah Barstrom   Anthony Andrew Lawrence 

Shaylin Ali Kenya Bilal   Savannah Kayla Lovett 

Riley Theresa Burzycki   Sidney Richelle Meneses 

Haleigh Marie Christman   Nicholas Michael Miller 

Kyle Lucas Coleman   Aria Irene Mueller 

Jonathan David Cook   Tatyana Natassia Ortiz 

Amber Delia Discola   Isaiah Christion Outlaw 

Laura Ashley Dougan   Cole Dewitt Patnoad 

Matthew Alexander Dziadul  Derek Michael Pugh 

Adam David Freeburn   Christopher Stephen Pulaski 

Samuel David Gainer   Samantha Lynn Savoie 

Madison Haileigh Gifford                Derek Thomas Shaw 

Rielly Alexzander Green   Noah Hunter Shrewsbury 

Saige Rayne Bishop Gwynn  Michael Norman Sims 

Derek Robert Harvey   Thomas Edward Smith 

Lavery Edwin Hill                                   Kristine Nicole Staggs 

Makayla Janelle Jackson   Lauren Ryan Topalis 

Kennedy Pamela Jakan   Anelyse Iris Tower 

Erin Elizabeth Jedele   Eric Matthew Watson 

Hunter Thomas Jencks 

Bridge Improvements 

The Town of Sprague will be seeing improvements to two state bridges over the next twelve months. 

 First, there will be improvements to the bridge over the Baltic Mills Canal. DOT has indicated that there will 

be some traffic impact but the road will be kept open. This will not be a complete replacement, it will require the 

bridge to be raised about ¼ to a ½ an inch for repairs. There will be some sidewalk repairs, too.   

Second, there will be a substructure replacement to the bridge over Beaver Brook between the Town Hall 

and the Post Office. This will require traffic diversion during the summer months of 2017 for a period of approxi-

mately two to three months. In addition there will be an informational meeting to be held at the Town Hall on Au-

gust 24th, 2016 at 7pm. Please attend to see the plans and have your concerns addressed. 

Catherine A. Osten 
First Selectman 

Sprague Solar Farm 

The solar farm project will start to be 

visible over the next few months. Plans have 

been submitted to the Building Official and are 

being reviewed. Private agreements with the 

landowners have been reached and will soon 

be recorded on the land records. The Town is 

scheduled to receive the first of twenty pay-

ments of $200,000 a year for the next 20 years. 

This is a total of $4 million dollars for the Town 

of Sprague and covers the tax benefits we used 

to receive from the Fusion Paperboard.  

As always thanks for your support 

Catherine A. Osten 
First Selectman 

Versailles Pond Clean-up 

 We are another step closer in 
cleaning up Versailles Pond. This 
work, which will be paid for by Inter-
national Paper as has been agreed up-
on, is reaching a point of conclusion on 
the investigative research side of 
things. In speaking with the DEEP they 
have affirmed that the process is mov-
ing closer to a point of resolution and 
ultimate action.  
 
Catherine A. Osten 
First Selectman 



5 

 

RIVER PARK MUSIC 

NIGHTS 

 

 
SPONSORED BY THE MOHEGAN SUN 

Come Join Us For A Relaxing Night By The  

Beautiful Shetucket River for Family Fun 

Saturday Nights 6:00pm - 8:30pm 

 

August 6th Out of the Blue 

August 13th Gary & The Pineapples 

August 20th Gypsy Time Surf 

August 27th The Whales 

September 3rd Glenn Hansen Orchestra 

September 10th Sunday Jam 

 

HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL THERE! 

 

 

OUTSIDE MOVIES  

will be held at the 

RIVER PARK 

MOVIE STARTING @ DUSK 

August 5 - Top Gun 

August 19 - The Good Dinosaur 

September 9 - Inside Out  

September 23 - Ghostbusters  1 & 2 

                         (Double Feature) 
 

PROVIDED BY THE RECREATION  

COMMITTEE 

 

RIVER PARK MUSIC NIGHTS 

Sponsored by the Mohegan Sun 

Come join us for a relaxing night by the beautiful Shetucket River 

 
Saturday nights 6:00pm - 8:30pm 

At the River Park 

Every Saturday all summer 
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There is a mailbox 

placed up at the trans-

fer station to be used 

for worn and torn 

Flags. Please place the 

flags there, when the 

mailbox is full the 

American Legion Post 

will remove them for 

proper flag disposal. 
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Our Town  

Business Page: 

Ads must be pre-purchased at rates of: Busi-

ness Card $21; Double Business Card $40; 

Half Page $70; Full Page $100.   Purchase 11 

months and receive the 12th month free.  All 

payments for ads are made in the Town 

Clerk’s Office at Town Hall.  All payments 

must be made prior to the submission dead-

line.  All ads must be emailed to the editor by 

the 15th of the month @  

Spragueourtownnewsletter @gmail.com 

 Jane Herr Desrosiers 

35 Plain Hill Rd 

Baltic, Ct 06330 

860-465-6830 

janeherr51@att.net 
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The 6th grade classes at Sayles School celebrated "Moving Up Day" on June 6th.  Parents, friends, and 

family gathered to hear about all of the accomplishments that these amazing students have achieved 

this year. Students were given awards for their achievements and a certificate to acknowledge their pro-

gression into the next grade.  The event was concluded with refreshments and an opportunity for fami-

lies, staff, and students to socialize.   A great morning was had by all! 

On June 1, Sayles School students participated in an entire day that was comprised of amaz-
ing Field Day events.  From activities such as the Amazing Race, Kick Ball, face painting, a gi-
ant inflatable obstacle course, and the Tug of War, the day was packed with fun filled activi-
ties that kept smiles on the students' faces.  The staff and students of Sayles School would 
like to give Mrs. Gerri Staggs and all the parent volunteers a heartfelt thank you.  Mrs. Staggs 
spent hours planning and preparing the events of the day and over 20 parent volunteers 
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LETTER FROM THE SPRAGUE SENIOR CENTER TO THE RESIDENTS OF  

SPRAGUE AGE 55 AND OVER 

 

 

Let me take this opportunity to welcome any senior resident over the age of 55 to the 

Sprague Senior Center. 

Membership is $5.00 per year payable at the end of January which includes your 

Sprague Senior Center Newsletter. The Newsletter will include special events at the 

Sprague Senior Center and also upcoming trips. 

TVCCA lunches are available Mondays and Tuesdays for seniors over the age of 60 

and Café Bistro on Thursdays where there is no age limit.  Please call Denise Lance 

at 860-822-3000, ext. 210 for further information. 

If any senior in the Town of Sprague is interested in joining or has any questions re-

garding the Sprague Senior Center, please call me at 860-822-3000, ext. 203. 

My hours at the Sprague Senior Center are 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. Monday through 

Thursday. 

 

Thank You 

Edward Meadows 

Sprague Senior Center Coordinator 

 

                

Hey Sprague girls!  If you will be in kin-
dergarten through third grade this 
fall...we are Julie and Vicky-and we are 
so excited to start a Daisy/Brownie Girl 
Scout troop in Sprague and we would 
love to have you join us!  Make new 
friends...help others...learn new and ex-
citing things...and enjoy the fun and ad-
venture of Girl Scouting!  We will be at 
the "Back to School Bash" at the Sayles 
School on August 25th and it would be 
great to meet you! 
 
Feel free to contact either of us for more 
information... Julie Wood (860-822-9018) 
or Vicky Wold (860-884-1894)

. 

Enjoy your summer-and consider a 
new adventure in Girl Scouting this 
fall!! 

tel:%28860-822-9018
tel:%28860-884-1894
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Sprague Land Preserve  

4.5 mile 

Benefit Run 

“To help preserve open space in the Shetucket River  

Valley. Once it’s gone, it’s gone forever” 

Awards for top three males & females in each of the following age 

Groups: 13-19,20-29, 30-39, 40-49,50-59,60-69,70+ 

When: Sunday August 28, 2016. Registration begins at 10:00 am,  

race starts at 11:00. 

Where: Giddens Park, Franklin, Ct. 

Registration fee: $20 

Register online at: : http://www.lightboxreg.com/mukluk-45-mile-road-race_2016 

Mail in entry: 

First name __________________________Last Name_______________________ 

 

Age group- circle one- 13-19,20-29, 30-39, 40-49,50-59,60-69,70+ 

Street ____________________ City ____________________ 

State __________________, zip _________ phone _________________ 

Email _____________________________________________ 

Make checks payable to: 

Friends of the Shetucket River Valley, 

1 Main St., Baltic, Ct. 06330 

For more info. Email Don at donaldboushee@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

http://www.lightboxreg.com/mukluk-45-mile-road-race_2016
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Ride the Shetucket River 
 

 The Town of Sprague will resume the wildly popular Ride the Shetucket events for 2016. Once monthly during 

the warm weather season and depending on the natural water level of the river the Town of Sprague will provide a 

free shuttle between River Park and Scotland Dam. Participants can put in any time between 10:00 and 12:00.  You can 

ride the river as many times as you wish during that time frame.  The ride is 4 miles long and takes approximately 2 

hours. Dates for 2016 are: April 30th, May 28th, June 25th, July 30th, August 27th, September 24th, and lastly October 15th 

(possibly at night). Since Ride the Shetucket is dependent on the natural water level, check the Town website prior to 

the event for any cancellation postings. Paddlers need to have PFD’s and a distress whistle.  www.ctsprague.org.  

For more information contact Lou Dzialo 860-822-6043 

                                                                             SEE YOU THERE 

 
Parents/Residents of Sayles 

School Committee 
(spragueschoolparents@hotmail.com) 

 

Please join us to improve the quality 

of education for our children. 

BOE Meeting August 3rd 2016, 7:00 

p.m.  at Sayles School Media Center 

Stay informed 

 

like page: Parents of Sayles Public School 

        Facebook page: Veronica Sanchez Cabello  

School Supplies 

Sayles School is looking for assistance in 

purchasing school supplies. The follow-

ing list is what is being looked for if you 

can please drop off any of them to either 

the school administration office or the 

Town Clerk’s office. 

#2 pencils 
Colored pencils 

Erasers 
pens 

Markers 
Crayons 

Glue sticks 
Two pocket folders 

1 inch binders 
Composition books 
White lined paper 

http://www.ctsprague.org/
mailto:spragueschoolparents@hotmail.com
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Ride the Shetucket River 

The Town of Sprague will provide a free shuttle between River Park and Scotland Dam. 

There will be NO water release scheduled thus we will only provide transport when the river is at a level that will naturally 

provide for easy travel.   

Participants can put in any time between 10:00 and 12:00.  You can ride the river as many times 

as time and the water level allows.  The ride is 4 miles long and takes approximately 2 hours. 

Dates for 2016 are: April 30th, May 28th, June 25th, July 30th, August 27th, September 24th, and lastly October 15th (possibly 
at night).       

Since Ride the Shetucket is level sensitive, check the Town website prior to the event for any cancellation postings. 

We will be planning for hikes up along the Shetucket, over the Scotland Dam then back down along the Shetucket on days when 
the river level is too low to kayak (or tube down). 

Paddlers need to have PFD’s and a distress whistle.  www.ctsprague.org 

 

 

FoSRV welcomes new members! 

 

YES!  I want to be a member of the Friends of the Shetucket River Valley. 

Individual $20  Family $35  Patron $100  

Organization:   Sustaining $50   Supporting $100 

 

Name (s): _______________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________ 

Town, State, Zip __________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:__________________________ Email: _____________ 

Preferred method of contact: ______________________________ 

 

Enclosed is my membership dues check for $_______. 

I am enclosing $________ as a contribution in addition to my membership dues. 

I want to help with:   ___secretarial work  ___research   ___ soliciting new members ___Other (specify) 

Date: _________ 

Check: _______ 

http://www.ctsprague.org/
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BUS SCHEDULE FROM SPRAGUE TO OCCUM 

Points of Departure to Occum Time 

Shetucket Village 7:45am 9:45am 11:45am 

Playground 

Brookside & High Street 

7:48am 9:48am 11:48am 

TJ’s Parking Lot 7:50am 9:50am 11:50am 

Arrive Occum- SEAT Connection Site 

Red McKeon Park, Hooper St. & Rte. 97 

8:10am 10:10am 12:10am 

  

Points of Departure to Sprague Time 

Red McKeon Park, Hooper St. & Rte. 97 (stop as 

needed for return trip) 

8:15am 10:15am 12:15pm 

Express Return to Senior Center 2:15pm 

 

  

Times are approximate and may vary several minutes earlier or later.  Service runs Monday through Thursday except for 

holidays.  For more information call Buddy Meadows, Sprague Senior Center Coordinator at 860-822-3000 ext. 203.  The 

Sprague to Occum Bus is a courtesy of the Town of Sprague and the Sprague Senior Center.  For seat schedule visit 

www.seatbus.com.  Winter Weather Schedule:  The bus will follow the school closure schedule during the winter.  Watch 

early morning television on Channel 3, 8 or 30 for closures. 

The Salvation Army 
Upper New London County Service Unit 
Dennison Allen Town of Sprague Representative 
 I want to thank all who have donated to the Salvation Army by donated checks to the Upper New London 
County Service Unit and sending them to, 34 Riverside Dr. Baltic, CT 06330 during the past year. 
Some of your neighbors still have needs, and there is still donations needed. Think about it. 
Do you follow a budget? Money in money out and what to do with any money not needed this month? Maybe 
put in a savings account. 
Do you have a 24 hour emergency kit ready if you need it?  
As a family have you decided how or where to meet if there is an emergency (house fire, flood etc)? 
If you need food, call Town Hall and speak to Colette; thanks to Scouting for food there is food to help you. 
If you have a little money extra you could bring some food to Town Hall for others. 
May the Lord bless you with all the things you ask for and are needed for you and your family. 
 

 

 

http://www.seatbus.com
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Note from the Editor: Elizabeth Calderon 
The deadline for Our Town submissions (and corresponding payments for ads) is the 15th of each month.  
Submissions will be no more than 200 words and must be e-mailed to spragueourtownnews-
letter@gmail.com.  No series will be accepted.  Longer articles may be submitted and used based on room 
at the Editor’s discretion.  The focus of Our Town is community events, articles, commission notes and other 
items of town-wide interest.  Annual budget considerations may affect page appropriations.  Ads have no 
restriction on word limit and must be pre-purchased at rates of: Business Card $21; Double Business Card 
$40; Half Page $70; Full Page $100.   Purchase 11 months and receive the 12th month free.  All payments 
for ads are made in the Town Clerk’s Office at Town Hall. Sprague~ Our Town is a free monthly publication 
of the Town of Sprague, serving the communities of Baltic, Hanover & Versailles.  Primarily funded by the 
Town, support is also provided by paid advertisements.  Opinions expressed in Sprague~ Our Town are not 
necessarily those of town officials or the community at large, but solely reflect those of the writer.  Submis-
sions may be edited for clarity and formatted as necessary.  Libelous or obscene materials are not permitted.  


