
  

 

OUR TOWN 
SERVING THE VILLAGES OF BALTIC, HANOVER, AND VERSAILLES 

IN THE BEAUTIFUL SHETUCKET RIVER VALLEY 

Information & News for November 2016 

 

Newsletter Deadline: 

There will be no late submissions accepted for the Our Town.   As a reminder, the Our Town deadline is the 

15th of every month.  The newsletter will be collated on Saturday, November 26 for the December issue, 

we will meet at the Town Hall at 10 am.  Contact Elizabeth for details.  If interested in volunteering email        

Elizabeth @ Spragueourtownnewsletter@gmail.com 

        

Vote 

November 8th , 2016 

6AM – 8PM 

Baltic Fire Department 

 

IMPORTANT DATE FOR THE NOVEMBER 8, 2016 ELECTION 
 

Tuesday, November 1, 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.:  Applicants must appear in person at Town 

Hall for last registration session. 

Monday, November 7, 9:00 a.m. to 5p.m.:  Limited registrar session to accept applications 

from those residents who have turned 18, have become a U.S. citizen, or moved into Spra-

gue after the November 1 registration deadline. 

Submitted by: 

Elizabeth Calderon  

Barbara Richardson Crouch 

Registrars of Voters 

 There will be a Flag Ceremony on November 11th , 2016 at 

11AM. Come join American Legion Post 85 to help us thank 

our veterans for all they have done. We will meet at the 

Veterans’ Memorial (changing this flag), then move to the 

Town Hall (changing out the Town Hall Flag). Light refresh-

ments will be offered in the community room on the sec-

ond floor of the Grist Mill afterwards where you may ask 

our veterans about their experiences. 
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From the Desk of the First Selectman 

The autumn season has adorned our trees with the golds, reds and yellow honoring a wonderful summer, and 
bracing for a blustery white winter! 

We have finished putting in dry hydrants at the River Park and the bridge on Potash Hill. This will enable us to 
provide water for our fire department. We have added in some more drainage, fixed curbing and put in some addi-
tional guide rail. The Town crew continues to tidy up the Town by clearing brush, straightening guide poles, mowing, 
trimming trees, etc. We will be cleaning out our catch basins soon, this process takes about 3 weeks as we now have 
over 500 structures that we clean out each year. 

The recreation committee is preparing for a fun filled night of caroling in December; stay tuned for dates and 
times. It was a great event last year and promises to be better this year! 

The Town was notified that they are receiving 2 grants, one will put a 5-bay dry storage garage at the salt 
shed area, one will clean up the ice skating pond area, placing pavers, around the pond, new lighting, etc. This will 
allow for a paved bus lot and a place to ice skate at night!  

 As always thanks for your support! 

Catherine A. Osten ~ First Selectman 

 

The Sprague Resident Trooper's Office is pleased to announce the creation of a Facebook page to keep the resi-

dents of Sprague advised on matters pertaining to incidents and events occurring in the villages of Sprague. 

The Facebook page at this time is for informational purposes only and will not be the setting to discuss investi-

gations or initiate posts. As always, please call 911 in an immediate emergency and for routine calls Troop E 

@ 860-848-6500. The Resident Trooper's office can be reached @ 860-822-3000 x207 

The Sprague Resident Trooper’s Office has received several inquiries regarding the initiation of a Neighbor-

hood Watch Program. Any residents interested please contact the Resident Trooper’s Office at 860-822-3000 

x207. Please leave a name, address, and contact number so a geographical map can be created documenting the 

areas of interest. 

The Town of Sprague provides Turkey Din-

ners at Holiday time, if you can help we will 

be accepting donations of turkeys and the 

fixings. They can be dropped off at the Town 

Clerk’s office. 

 

Sprague Democratic Town Committee  
November Update 

 
We endorsed and are asking you to support 
all the Democratic Candidates running for 
office from President of the United States 
through Sprague Registrar of Voters with 
your vote on November 8

th
, 6 am to 8 pm at 

the Baltic Fire House.  
 
Thanking you in advance for your support!  
 
Claire Glaude 
DTC Secretary 
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Open Positions as of 11/1/2016 

Zoning Board of Appeals 

Two alternate members 
Recreation Committee 

Unlimited numbers allowed  

Inland Wetlands 

One alternate member 
Baltic Mills Committee 

Unlimited numbers allowed  

Water & Sewer 

One regular member 

Sprague Housing Authority 

One member 

Regional Tourism Board 

One appointment 

Planning & Zoning 

One member 
One alternate member 

Board of Education 

One regular member 
  

ON THE TRAIL WITH TROOP 19 
 

The Troop has been busy!  In October, we hosted a district-wide campout of Webelos scouts at Camp  

Deslandes. In all, over 100 scouts took part in learning scout skills, launching rockets, navigating an obstacle 

course, and much more.  It was an excellent leadership opportunity in which our scouts began to learn how 

to take on and plan large events.  We'd like to thank the Sprague Rod and Gun Club for their generous sup-

port that weekend.  We couldn't have done it without them! 
 

We delivered Scouting for Food bags on Saturday, October 29.  Please give as generously as you can.  The 

need is great, and we appreciate any nonperishable items you can give.  If you want to donate more than the 

bag can hold, any bag or box will be fine.  We will collect the donations on the morning of Saturday, Novem-

ber 5, so please leave them by the curb by 9am that morning.  Thanks in advance for your generosity! 
 

On the evening of Saturday, December 3, the Friends of Troop 19 will hold its annual auction.  The proceeds 

of the auction fund the troop for the entire year.  We use the funds to repair broken equipment, purchase new 

equipment, maintain the troop cabin, pay for heat and electricity, and help scouts who cannot afford scout-

ing.  It's a great opportunity to support the troop and also find great bargains.  And if you have any items that 

you'd like to donate for us to auction, we're always willing to come take a look.  Please contact me at the 

number below if you have anything of interest. 

Greetings Sprague Residents! 

November is upon us and as we all know, the 2016 Election is rapidly approaching!  This election will prove to be one 

of the most important of our lifetime. We would like everyone to get out there on November 8th and exercise your 

right to vote. The polls will be open from 6:00am to 8:00pm at the Baltic Fire Department, on Bushnell Hollow Road. 

With that in mind, here are the endorsements voted on by the members of the Sprague Republican Town Committee.  

U.S. Senate: (R) Dan Carter 

U.S. Congress, 2nd District: (R) Daria Novak 

State Senate, 19th District: (R) Barbara Richardson-Crouch 

State House, 47th District: (R) Doug Dubitsky 

We wish Candidate for State Senate, Barbara Richardson-Crouch and State Representative Doug Dubitsky, the very 

best on Election Day. Barbara and Doug have been working hard in their Districts and we admire their determination. 

Enjoy your November and take the time to thank the members of the Baltic Fire Department and Public Works De-

partment who work hard to keep our town safe. 

Best, Michael P. Meadows  ~ Sprague Republican Town Committee Chairman 
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October 4, 2016 American Legion Post 85 Minutes 

The CDR opened the meeting at 7:08 p.m. The prayer was said by the Chaplain. 12 members were 

present. 7 officers were present. The minutes from September were read and accepted. The Financial Officer 

reported $102.24 in the checking and $11,764.07 in the Memorial Fund. The Financial Officer also reported 

that 46 members were on the rolls. 32 have paid the 2017 dues.  

Lisa Bassett, who co-chaired the Poker Run, was presented with a gift certificate in appreciation for 

her efforts in this year’s event.  

 A BBQ Dinner is planned at the Sprague Rod and Gun Club on October 8th.  Tickets are available at 

$10.00 for adults and $5.00 for children. Andy Trudelle stated 150 meals are planned and will coincide with 

the Antique Car Show at the Club that day.  

The CDR reminded the members that the Three Village Fall Festival will now be held on October 

8th. A November 11th ceremony is planned. There were no sick members reported.  

The meeting closed at 7:35 p.m. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 8 at7:00 p.m. 

at the Sprague Rod and Gun Club. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tom Coletti ~ Post 85 Financial Officer 

                                                               BALTIC FIRE DEPARTMENT 

                                                                      LADIES AUXILIARY 

                                                                          P. O. BOX 591 

                                                                 BALTIC, CT 06330-0591 
 

                                                                      September 6, 2016 
 

Our regular monthly meeting was held on Tuesday, September 6.  We discussed our annual fund raiser – the Holly Jolly 
Bazaar – to be held on  Saturday, November 26, from 9 am to 3 pm at the fire house. Letters for the table rentals have 
already gone out.  We will again have table spaces available for rental – an 8 foot table which we supply at a cost of 
$25.00 per table.  If you are interested and are not already on our mailing list, please call me at 860-822-8331 and 
leave a message. Menu for the kitchen was discussed and we will be making a few changes. Also, members will be so-
liciting donations for our raffle as we do each year from local businesses in the area. We welcome new member Mere-
dith Savluk to the Auxiliary. Our next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 11, at 7 pm at the firehouse. 
Please remember that anyone interested in joining the Auxiliary is welcome.  We are always looking for new members 
and new ideas for fundraising.  You need not be a Sprague resident or have a spouse or family member in the Fire De-
partment to join the Auxiliary as a regular member.  We have recently added Junior Members – young women be-
tween the ages of 16 and 18 who have a parent or guardian in the fire department or auxiliary.   

Sincerely, 

Jeannette Deschamps 

Jeannette Deschamps, 

Secretary 
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Daffodils Planting Day 
The Town of Sprague will provide daffodils to plant around 

the Town!  

Please let us know how many daffodils you or your communi-
ty group are willing to help us plant.  

We are trying to finish up and will have groups out on the 
following date: 

November 6th  

Thanks for all your help! 
Call Barbara or Cathy @ 860-822-3000 ext 201 

Shetucket Village Is Accepting Applications 

8 Wall Street – Baltic, CT 

Must be 62 years of age and/or Disabled 

No Pets Allowed; No Section 8 Housing 
  

If you would like an application sent to you, 

please call 

860-822-1512 and leave your name and           

address. 

Parents & Residents Commit-

tee will have a meeting 

on November 14, 2016 at 7:00 

pm at the Gristmill 2nd 

floor.  All parents and resi-

dents are invited to attend.. 

Board of  Education members 

tel:860-822-1512
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Our Town  

Business Page: 

Ads must be pre-purchased at rates of: Busi-

ness Card $21; Double Business Card $40; 

Half Page $70; Full Page $100.   Purchase 11 

months and receive the 12th month free.  All 

payments for ads are made in the Town 

Clerk’s Office at Town Hall.  All payments 

must be made prior to the submission dead-

line.  All ads must be emailed to the editor by 

the 15th of the month @  

Spragueourtownnewsletter @gmail.com 
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TAKE A HIKE!! 

Fall hike sponsored 

by the Sprague Con-

servation Commission 

Sunday November 

6th 12;30 

Meet at the end of Hol-

ton Rd.  

Franklin, Ct 

Any questions 

email donaldboushee

@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:donaldboushee@sbcglobal.net
mailto:donaldboushee@sbcglobal.net
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Branching Out….. 

Notes from the Tree Warden 

  By now I hope everyone in town is aware of all the lime green tags that I have posted on the ash trees in the Right-of-
ways along all the town roads and the red or lime green tape that I put on all the ash trees that are over the roads but 
not within the Right-of-ways.  I inventoried a total of 546 ash trees!  I didn’t count anything smaller than 6” in diame-
ter.  The largest ash tree is on Pautipaug Hill Rd. – a beauty at 54” in diameter!   

  It was important for this survey to count all the ash trees that are over the town roads, even if only a limb or two.  
That is why I put flagging tape on many of the trees within a couple of feet of the Right –of-way boundaries.   

  I did not see any evidence of Emerald Ash Borers in our town.  That doesn’t mean the bug is not here – it takes one to 
two years of the EAB to be in a tree before we can see the damage start in the tree.  Loggers I talked to recently are 
seeing damage in ash trees as close as East Haddam – so is reasonable to expect they have made it to Sprague already.  
I will inspect ash trees scheduled for removal to see if I can confirm EAB presence.  

  It is important that the town takes some action against The Emerald Ash Borer – otherwise all the ash trees in our 
town will die in the next 3-5 years according to the scientists and foresters.  We don’ want to ‘suddenly’ have to deal 
with over 500 dead trees in a short time frame.  One characteristic of ash trees is that they become very brittle in 9-12 
months of dying which results in major limbs breaking off.  There are several effective pesticides currently being used 
to kill the EAB and save the ash trees.  Property owners with large ash trees should consider having those trees treated 
to save them.  Cutting them down is more expensive and it may take 20 years to grow another tree in the ash tree’s 
place. 

  I will try to put together an informational meeting in the near future to discuss the results of my ash tree survey and 
present options for treating ash trees in town. 
 
Dave Gustafson  ~ Sprague Tree Warden 

PARENTS AND RESIDENTS OF SAYLES SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

 

The parents and residents Committee is committed to a strong academic and social structure at Sayles 

School, to make it once again the center and core of the Town of Sprague.  To quote Superintendent Dr. 

Senesac’s words in 2012: “Like all towns in Connecticut, Sprague has its cultural traditions, and they are 

about collaborations, harmony, trust and transparency, from the Board of Finance to the Board of Educa-

tion” “Sayles School is the temple of the town, so any new leader coming in needs to understand that cul-

ture if they are going to be successful”. 

A strong presence of Parents and Residents working together with the School administration, teachers and 

non-certified staff will not only make Sayles a model school but will also have a positive economic and so-

cial impact in the town.  Please we encourage all parents and residents of the town of Sprague to be in-

volved with numerous organization and committees, for example PTO, Recreation Commission, BOE, BOF. 

THANK YOU 

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING NOVEMBER 2, 2016 AT SAYLES SCHOOL MEDIA CENTER 

Join us on Social Media for new updates: 

Like page:  Parents of Sprague Public School 

Veronica Sanchez Cabello 

e-mail spragueschoolparents@hotmail.com 
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              Friends of Boy Scout Troop #19   

Fundraiser 

                            Floor Covering Sale 

Sat. , Nov. 12, 2016          

Time: 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

Rt #97  Baltic, Ct.  (Behind  Old Stockhouse) 

Floor & Wall Tiles, Linoleum, Carpeting, 

Grouting, Metal Exterior Door Frames.  Tiles are 

various sizes, Decorative & Plain. 

Everything MUST GO.  

NO reasonable offer refused. 

For additional information call:  

Harry Segerstrom  (860)-822-6235 

Proceeds Benefit Boy Scout Troop 19, Baltic, Ct. 
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Sayles School  

Basket Bash 

Date: December 2, 

2016 

Viewing Time: 5:30-

7:00 

Place:  Sayles School 

Gymnasium 

Baskets, door prizes 

and 50/50 raffle. 
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NOTICE TO VISITORS 
 

The Sprague Land Preserve is 
 

CURRENTLY OPEN TO  
HUNTING 

PLEASE USE CAUTION – 
WEAR BLAZE ORANGE 
KEEP DOGS ON LEASH 

--Sprague Board of Selectmen 

Sprague Land Preserve open to hunting 
 

As you know, we will be again allowing permit

-only hunting in the Land Preserve this year; 

all information can be found in the Town 

Clerk’s office. We remain confident that all 

visitors will still be able to enjoy what promis-

es to be an exceptionally beautiful winter, not 

only at the Preserve but all over town.  If you 

get a chance, please visit the Preserve; remem-

ber to wear orange—and make your pets wear 

orange too; as has been said before it’s just 

good sense to do so in all parks this time of 

year. 

HELP WANTED 
Town of Sprague 

Housing Authority – Shetucket Village 
Maintenance Associate 

Duties include maintenance responsibilities for complex and resident units, basic landscap-
ing, snow removal, maintenance logs, and tenant interactions.  Minimum of at least 20hrs per 
month at $14.00 per hour.  2-3 years maintenance experience preferred.  Applications can be 
picked up and dropped off at Sprague Town Hall, Town Clerk’s office. Interviews will occur 
accordingly.  
 
 
 

 
Transfer Station 
  
Kitty Litter 
Kitty Litter will now be included with regular household waste. Kitty Litter must be contained in a bag and 
placed in the household trash chute for proper disposal. Kitty Litter may not be poured into the household 
trash chute - it must be bagged. Kitty Litter is absolutely prohibited from the Single Stream chute. Only dry 
and clean ACCEPTABLE RECYCLABLES are allowed in the Single Stream chute - no Kitty Litter. 
  
Single Stream 

Please remember to break down ALL cardboard boxes and cut or tear (not crushed) large cardboard to less 
than three feet in any direction. Also remember that ALL BAGS are prohibited except 100% PAPER. Also pro-
hibited are soft paper products such as paper towels, tissue paper and paper plates. Garbage, trash, scrap 
metal (put in metal bin), batteries, dirt, most plant nursery items and plant waste and most mailers are also 
prohibited. Only Willimantic Waste ACCEPTABLE RECYCLABLES are allowed - any other waste is PROHIBITED. 
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BUS SCHEDULE FROM SPRAGUE TO OCCUM 

Points of Departure to Occum Time 

Shetucket Village 7:45am 9:45am 11:45am 

Playground 

Brookside & High Street 

7:48am 9:48am 11:48am 

TJ’s Parking Lot 7:50am 9:50am 11:50am 

Arrive Occum- SEAT Connection Site 

Red McKeon Park, Hooper St. & Rte. 97 

8:10am 10:10am 12:10am 

  

Points of Departure to Sprague Time 

Red McKeon Park, Hooper St. & Rte. 97 (stop as 

needed for return trip) 

8:15am 10:15am 12:15pm 

Express Return to Senior Center 2:15pm 

 

  

Times are approximate and may vary several minutes earlier or later.  Service runs Monday through Thursday except for 

holidays.  For more information call Buddy Meadows, Sprague Senior Center Coordinator at 860-822-3000 ext. 203.  The 

Sprague to Occum Bus is a courtesy of the Town of Sprague and the Sprague Senior Center.  For seat schedule visit 

www.seatbus.com.  Winter Weather Schedule:  The bus will follow the school closure schedule during the winter.  Watch 

early morning television on Channel 3, 8 or 30 for closures. 

 
 
 
The Salvation Army 
Upper New London County Service Unit 
Dennison Allen Town of Sprague Representative 
 
I want to thank all who have donated to the Salvation Army by donated checks to the Upper New London County Ser-
vice Unit and sending them to, 34 Riverside Dr. Baltic, CT 06330 during the past year. 
Some of your neighbors still have needs, and there is still donations needed. Think about it. 
Do you follow a budget? Money in money out and what to do with any money not needed this month? Maybe put in a 
savings account. 
Do you have a 24 hour kit ready if you need it?  
As a family have you decided how or where to meet if there is an emergency (house fire, flood etc)? 
If you need food call Town Hall and speak to Colette; thanks to Scouting for Food, there is food to help you. 
If you have a little money extra, you could bring some food to Town Hall for others. 
May the Lord bless you with all the things you ask for and are needed for you and your family. 

 

http://www.seatbus.com
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Note from the Editor: Elizabeth Calderon 
The deadline for Our Town submissions (and corresponding payments for ads) is the 15th of each month.  
Submissions will be no more than 200 words and must be e-mailed to spragueourtownnews-
letter@gmail.com.  No series will be accepted.  Longer articles may be submitted and used based on room 
at the Editor’s discretion.  The focus of Our Town is community events, articles, commission notes and other 
items of town-wide interest.  Annual budget considerations may affect page appropriations.  Ads have no 
restriction on word limit and must be pre-purchased at rates of: Business Card $21; Double Business Card 
$40; Half Page $70; Full Page $100.   Purchase 11 months and receive the 12th month free.  All payments 
for ads are made in the Town Clerk’s Office at Town Hall. Sprague~ Our Town is a free monthly publication 
of the Town of Sprague, serving the communities of Baltic, Hanover & Versailles.  Primarily funded by the 
Town, support is also provided by paid advertisements.  Opinions expressed in Sprague~ Our Town are not 
necessarily those of town officials or the community at large, but solely reflect those of the writer.  Submis-
sions may be edited for clarity and formatted as necessary.  Libelous or obscene materials are not permitted.  


