
Board of Selectmen
Regular Meeting

Wednesday, October 12, 2016
5:00PM

Court Room

1.  Call to order
Meeting brought order by Catherine A. Osten, First Selectman at 5:00PM.  Present were Selectmen 
Denise Dembinski and Cheryl Blanchard.  Also present:  Barbara Baldino, Lorraine Allen.

2.  Pledge of Allegiance
Led by C. Blanchard

3.  Review and act on minutes of Regular Meeting September 14, 2016
Motion made by D. Dembinski, seconded by C. Blanchard to approve the minutes of 9/14/16, 
unanimously voted.

4.  Act on request for tax refund of overpayment of taxes
Motion made by C. Blanchard, seconded by D. Dembinski to approve the tax refund of overpayment of 
taxes for Christian Mueller for $99.83, unanimously voted.

5.  Discuss and possibly act on property off Scotland Road (Map26, Block 4, and Lot 11) Development 
Associates Inc. and authorize the First Selectman to call a Special Town Meeting when appropriate.
Motion made by D. Dembinski, seconded by C. Blanchard to authorize the First Selectman to call a 
Special Town Meeting for the property off Scotland Road (Map26, Block4, and Lot 11) owned by 
Development Associates Inc., unanimously votes.

6.  Discuss and possibly act on Drainage Easement to be conveyed from Pellegrino & Zimmerman to 
the Town of Sprague and authorize the First Selectman to call a Special Town Meeting when 
appropriate.
Motion made by D. Dembinski, seconded by C. Blanchard to accept the Drainage Easement to be 
conveyed from Pellegrino & Zimmerman to the Town of Sprague and authorize the First Selectman to 
call a Special Town Meeting when appropriate, unanimously voted.

7.  Discussion – Policies, Procedures, Rules.
C. Blanchard presented current policies that the Sprague Board of Finance and the Board of Education 
use at their meetings under their public comment line item.  The Board agreed that a policy should be in 
place so they have control when public comment is addressed. This would be helpful because the Board 
has had some previous issues. They discussed the allotted time for each speaker and spoke of adopting 
a policy to accept all comments; which would not necessarily need a response from the Board; a 
procedure would follow when a complaint is addressed to the Board.  C. Osten asked C. Blanchard to 
look into the Norwich City Council’s policy for review.  Suggestion made by D. Dembinski to alert people 



who don’t understand what public comment is on the Board’s agenda.   R. Cody to review before the 
Board votes on this issue.  Tabled until next meeting

8.  Selectman’s report
Update on Grants:

• Hanover Reservoir – applied and approved for dry hydrants.
• Generator Transfer Station, School
• Senior Center- Van arriving in December, windows installed
• DEEP Grant – dry hydrants
• DECD Grant – River Street $500,000, out to bid
• Sayles School Boiler almost complete
• STEEP Grant – Cold Storage at the Salt and Sand Shed
• Bombero Property – applied for
• Bus lot
• Sweeper – awarded 
• Fire Department Grant – turn out gear
• Bright Idea Grant – Eversource $5,000 for solar lights throughout town.
• Earth Day Grant – $351 earth day 
• Realtors Association – $25,000park benches for Hanover Park.
• LOTCIP - $425,000 to finish sidewalks for Sprague, down to Barrel Curve.
• Grant through Southeastern CT Council of Governments – plans for sidewalks in Versailles - from

the bridge to Kendal Road.
• Baltic Mill - Brownfield Grant $1.2 million mixed use facility
• Open space grant - for the Pelltier property contiguous to the Sprague Land Preserve. 

D. Dembinski – SEDC members should have a copy of the Master Plan and the Strategic Plan to inform 
them of what has been completed.   C. Osten will update the plan and send it to the SEDC members.  

9.  Adjournment
Motion made by C. Blanchard, seconded by D. Dembinski to adjourn the meeting at 5:45PM, 
unanimously voted.

Respectfully submitted by,

Catherine A. Osten
First Selectman

Minutes are subject to November 9th meeting.


