
MEETING OF THE SPRAGUE WATER AND SEWER
AUTHORITY

Date:  July 15, 2015
Time: 4:00 PM 
Place: Sprague Town Hall
Present:             Dennison Allen, Tom Hannon, Jack Malone, Todd Hastings, Christine 

Kurtz from Wright Pierce, Catherine Osten, First Selectman
Absent:           None

  
Call to Order:

The meeting was called to order at 4:15 p.m. by Dennison Allen, Chairman.  

Minutes and Disbursements:

Jack Malone made a motion to approve the minutes from the June 24, 2015 meeting 
and the disbursements for June in the amount of $48,258.34.  This motion was 
seconded by Tom Hannon.  A vote was called and the motion was passed by all members
voting in favor.

Wright Pierce:
Christine Kurtz gave the board members an update:

The Dam repair at the reservoir was discussed.  The height of the water level was a 
concern and discussion ensued.

Christine and Wright Pierce reached out to Mark Decker from Norwich Public Utilities 
and he has not responded to their questions and concerns.  So it is at a standstill at this 
point.  Our Town Attorney has reached out to Norwich Public Utilities attorney and they 
have talked but nothing has been decided to date.

Christine explained what they were thinking of on how to fix the problem area at Pump 
Station #2 that is a safety concern.  Discussion.

Todd told Christine that the SCADA system has been down for several days and he had 
tried to resolve the problem by following instructions over the phone but none of the 
ideas they had solved the problem.  The gentleman who installed the system will be 
coming down to troubleshoot.

First Selectman report:



The First Selectman spoke to the board and touched on that the project is to close out on 
the safe yield and water quality since the tests have been completed.

She is going to speak with USRDA on a preplanning grant on covering the study to 
Norwich work by Wright Pierce.  She is not sure how much the previous grant writer had 
done but will find out.

Cathy Osten told the board that all the projects have been listed on the Clean Water Fund 
list.

Cathy told the board that the trees up at the reservoir road that are dead and a concern of 
the WPCA Superintendent will be taken care of by the Town is Eversource will not take 
them down free of charge.

A meeting is being held tomorrow at 10:30 a.m. to talk about the problem that happened 
on the DOT bridge replacement project.  Discussion.

Status Report from Todd Hastings: 

Todd informed the board members that an old hydrant at the sewer plant broke and 
needed to be replaced and he had Jim Benjamin do the work.  Cost was $2,700.00.

Todd told the board that he got three quotes to fix the most needed area in Hanover for 
the sewer pipes.  The bids were $28,000.00, $26,800.00 and $23,000.00.  The low bidder 
was Pipes and Roads by James Benjamin.  Todd will have him do the work and since we 
had but it in the budget for last fiscal year we will take a portion from last years budget 
and the remainder from this year.

The tank inspection is pending.  We had gotten three proposals and went with the lowest 
from Pittsburg Tank.  They have us on their schedule but have not set a date.

The broken pump from Pump Station #1 was picked up by the manufacturer and they 
have done some tests on it and do not find anything wrong with it.  They are going to 
retest for a longer period of time to see if the problem occurs.

Todd explained to the board that he received a call from Spielman farm that they are in 
need of a chlorine delivery.  Todd gave him the number from our supplier and was 
informed that they do not deliver such a small quantity.  Discussion followed.  The board 
gave Todd their approval to let Todd help Spielman out.

Todd told the board that he is taking vacation July 19th through the 25th.  A discussion 
followed and the board wanted to know if there will be coverage to answer alarms during 
his absence and do the work. 
 



Review bills for payment:

A copy of the Check Detail was given to all the board members that detailed all the 
checks that have been written out since our March meeting.  The board members 
reviewed the list.  Any questions were answered.

Review past due accounts:

A report was handed out to all board members.  The amount of accounts past due is 
$62,919.56 of that amount $12,895.63 is with Attorney Lloyd Langhammer, $3,435.92 
of that amount currently has payment plans in place.  Accounts totaling $4,255.64 are 
pending either shut off or foreclosure procedures.  Payments received total $4,776.27 
since this was printed.  Probable bad debt write off amount is $845.32

Versailles past due accounts total is $3,265.48 and payment plan is in place for $496.69 
and $791.85 is with Attorney Lloyd Langhammer pending foreclosure.  Discussion 
followed. 

Any other business to come before said meeting: 

Jack Malone made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  This motion was seconded by Tom 
Hannon.  All in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 5:12 p.m.


