
Board of Selectmen
Regular Meeting

Wednesday June 8, 2016
5:00PM

Court Room

1. Call to order
Meeting brought to order by Catherine A. Osten, First Selectman at 5:00PM.  Also present 
were Selectmen D. Dembinski and C. Blanchard.

2. Pledge of Allegiance
Led by C. Osten.

3. Review and act on minutes of May 11, 2016 and May 24, 2016.
Motion made by C. Blanchard, seconded by D. Dembinski to approve the minutes of 
5/11/2016, unanimously voted.
Motion made by D. Dembinski, seconded by C. Blanchard to approve the minutes of 
5/24/2016, unanimously voted.

4. Act on request for tax refund of overpayment of taxes
Motion made by D. Dembinski, seconded by C. Blanchard to approve the request for tax 
refund of overpayment of taxes for Jamie St. Germain for $84.66, unanimously voted.

5. Discuss and possibly act on the building permit fees for the Coronal Farm project and 
the recommendation from the Building Inspector.
Fusion Solar Center LLC has agreed to pay the associated cost for the inspection process of 
$150,000; if the cost exceeds $150,000 they would like a detailed breakdown of all costs 
before making the additional payment. C. Blanchard cannot support this, other services that
could be incurred which may potentially be higher.  
Motion made by D. Dembinski, seconded by C. Osten to approve the building permits fees 
for the Coronal Farm project and the recommendation from the Building Inspector. C. 
Blanchard opposes.

6. To consider and act upon resolutions recommending bond and note authorizations to 
finance various appropriations included in the proposed fiscal year 2016-2017 capital 
budgets and call a Special Town Meeting to act on such recommendations.
Motion made by D. Dembinski, seconded by C. Blanchard to approve the resolutions 
recommending bond and note authorizations to finance various appropriations included in 
the proposed fiscal year 2016-2017 capital budgets and call a Special Town Meeting to act 
on such recommendations, unanimously voted.



RESOLUTIONS OF BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Item 1:

WHEREAS, the Town’s capital budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017 includes
an appropriation in the amount of $150,000 for costs related to various projects constituting the
Fiscal Year 2016/17 Road Management Program; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Town to authorize borrowing to defray such
appropriations; 

NOW, THEREFORE, RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen recommends that the
Town of Sprague issue bonds or notes and temporary notes in an amount not to exceed $150,000
to finance an appropriation in the amount of $150,000 included in the adopted budget for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2017 for costs related to various projects constituting the Fiscal Year
2016/17 Road Management Program, as follows:  drainage improvements and repairs to such
roads as determined by the First Selectman.  The appropriations may be spent for design and
construction costs, equipment, materials, engineering fees, legal fees, related land or easement
acquisitions, net interest on borrowings and other financing costs, and other expenses related to
the project or its financing.  

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen hereby declares the official intent
of the Town under Federal Income Tax Regulation Section 1.150-2 that project costs may be
paid  from temporary  advances  of  available  funds  and  that  the  Town reasonably  expects  to
reimburse any such advances from the proceeds of borrowings in an aggregate principal amount
not in excess of the amount of borrowing recommended above for the project.

FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  a  Special  Town  Meeting  be  held  on  June  28,  2016
with  respect  to  the  foregoing  recommendations,  and  that  notice  of  said  meeting  be  given
substantially in the form presented to this meeting.   

************************************

Item 2:

WHEREAS, the Town’s capital budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017 includes
an  appropriation  in  the  amount  of  $60,000  for  the  Town’s  share  after  application  of  a
Community  Development  Block  Grant  of  the  costs  related  to  various  streetscape  and  road
improvements on River Street in the Village of Baltic area as determined by the First Selectman;
and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Town to authorize borrowing to defray such
appropriations; 

NOW, THEREFORE, RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen recommends that the
Town of Sprague issue bonds or notes and temporary notes in an amount not to exceed $60,000



to finance an appropriation in the amount of $60,000 included in the adopted budget for the
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  2017  for  the  Town’s  share  after  application  of  a  Community
Development Block Grant of the costs related to various streetscape and road improvements on
River  Street  in  the  Village  of  Baltic  area  as  determined  by  the  First  Selectman.   The
appropriations may be spent for design and construction costs, equipment, materials, engineering
fees,  legal  fees,  related  land or  easement  acquisitions,  net  interest  on  borrowings  and other
financing costs, and other expenses related to the project or its financing.  

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen hereby declares the official intent
of the Town under Federal Income Tax Regulation Section 1.150-2 that project costs may be
paid  from temporary  advances  of  available  funds  and  that  the  Town reasonably  expects  to
reimburse any such advances from the proceeds of borrowings in an aggregate principal amount
not in excess of the amount of borrowing recommended above for the project.

FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  a  Special  Town  Meeting  be  held  on  June  28,  2016
with  respect  to  the  foregoing  recommendations,  and  that  notice  of  said  meeting  be  given
substantially in the form presented to this meeting.   

************************************

Item 3:

WHEREAS, the Town’s capital budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017 includes
an appropriation in the amount of $14,200 for costs related to engineering and surveying to allow
for the dredging of Hanover Reservoir and repairs to the reservoir dam; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Town to authorize borrowing to defray such
appropriation; 

NOW, THEREFORE, RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen recommends that the
Town of Sprague issue bonds or notes and temporary notes in an amount not to exceed $14,200
to finance an appropriation in the amount of $14,200 included in the adopted budget for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2017 for costs related to engineering and surveying to allow for the
dredging of Hanover Reservoir  and repairs  to the reservoir  dam.  The appropriation may be
consultant  and  legal  fees,  net  interest  on  borrowings  and  other  financing  costs,  and  other
expenses related to the project or its financing.  

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen hereby declares the official intent
of the Town under Federal Income Tax Regulation Section 1.150-2 that project costs may be
paid  from temporary  advances  of  available  funds  and  that  the  Town reasonably  expects  to
reimburse any such advances from the proceeds of borrowings in an aggregate principal amount
not in excess of the amount of borrowing recommended above for the project.

FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  a  Special  Town  Meeting  be  held  on  June  28,  2016
with  respect  to  the  foregoing  recommendations,  and  that  notice  of  said  meeting  be  given
substantially in the form presented to this meeting.   



************************************

Item 4:

WHEREAS, the Town’s capital budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017 includes
an appropriation in the amount of $23,000 for costs related to the installation of dry hydrants in
the River Park off of North Main Street as determined by the First Selectman; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Town to authorize borrowing to defray such
appropriation; 

NOW, THEREFORE, RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen recommends that the
Town of Sprague issue bonds or notes and temporary notes in an amount not to exceed $23,000
to finance an appropriation in the amount of $23,000 included in the adopted budget for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2017 for costs related to the installation of dry hydrants in the River
Park off of North Main Street as determined by the First Selectman.  The appropriation may be
spent for design, construction, acquisition and installation costs, equipment, materials, legal fees,
net interest on borrowings and other financing costs, and other expenses related to the project or
its financing.  

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen hereby declares the official intent
of the Town under Federal Income Tax Regulation Section 1.150-2 that project costs may be
paid  from temporary  advances  of  available  funds  and  that  the  Town reasonably  expects  to
reimburse any such advances from the proceeds of borrowings in an aggregate principal amount
not in excess of the amount of borrowing recommended above for the project.

FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  a  Special  Town  Meeting  be  held  on  June  28,  2016
with  respect  to  the  foregoing  recommendations,  and  that  notice  of  said  meeting  be  given
substantially in the form presented to this meeting.   

************************************

Item 5:

WHEREAS, the Town’s capital budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017 includes
appropriations in the aggregate amount of $236,600 for costs related to the acquisition of various
equipment for use by the Town Public Works Department; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Town to authorize borrowing to defray such
appropriation; 

NOW, THEREFORE, RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen recommends that the
Town of Sprague issue bonds or notes and temporary notes in an amount not to exceed $236,600
to finance appropriations in the aggregate amount of $236,600 included in the adopted budget for
the fiscal year ending June 30, for costs related to the acquisition of various equipment for use by
the Town Public Works Department, consisting of a $175,000 appropriation for costs related to
acquisition of a dump truck, a $28,600 appropriation for the Town’s share after application of a
grant pursuant the Connecticut Office of Policy and Management’s Intertown Capital Equipment



(ICE) Purchase Incentive Program (an “ICE Grant”) of costs related to acquisition of a mower,
and a $33,000 appropriation for the Town’s share after  application of an ICE grant of costs
related  to  acquisition  of  a  sweeper.   The  appropriation  may  be  spent  for  acquisition  costs,
equipment, legal fees, net interest on borrowings and other financing costs, and other expenses
related to the project or its financing.  

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen hereby declares the official intent
of the Town under Federal Income Tax Regulation Section 1.150-2 that project costs may be
paid  from temporary  advances  of  available  funds  and  that  the  Town reasonably  expects  to
reimburse any such advances from the proceeds of borrowings in an aggregate principal amount
not in excess of the amount of borrowing recommended above for the project.

FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  a  Special  Town  Meeting  be  held  on  June  28,  2016
with  respect  to  the  foregoing  recommendations,  and  that  notice  of  said  meeting  be  given
substantially in the form presented to this meeting.   

************************************

Item 6:

WHEREAS, the Town’s capital budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017 includes
an appropriation in the amount of $11,500 for costs related to the acquisition of a van for use by
the Town’s Senior Center; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Town to authorize borrowing to defray such
appropriation; 

NOW, THEREFORE, RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen recommends that the
Town of Sprague issue bonds or notes and temporary notes in an amount not to exceed $11,500
to finance an appropriation in the amount of $11,500 included in the adopted budget for the
fiscal year  ending June 30, 2017 for costs related to the acquisition of a van for use by the
Town’s Senior Center.   The appropriation may be spent for acquisition costs, legal fees,  net
interest on borrowings and other financing costs, and other expenses related to the project or its
financing.  

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen hereby declares the official intent
of the Town under Federal Income Tax Regulation Section 1.150-2 that project costs may be
paid  from temporary  advances  of  available  funds  and  that  the  Town reasonably  expects  to
reimburse any such advances from the proceeds of borrowings in an aggregate principal amount
not in excess of the amount of borrowing recommended above for the project.

FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  a  Special  Town  Meeting  be  held  on  June  28,  2016
with  respect  to  the  foregoing  recommendations,  and  that  notice  of  said  meeting  be  given
substantially in the form presented to this meeting.   

Item 7:



WHEREAS, the Town’s capital budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017 includes
an appropriation in the amount of $42,405 for costs related to the acquisition and installation of a
replacement splitter box and a new security camera system to be located at various sites in the
Town to cover the Town’s water and sewer assets; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Town to authorize borrowing to defray such
appropriation; 

NOW, THEREFORE, RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen recommends that the
Town of Sprague issue bonds or notes and temporary notes in an amount not to exceed $42,405
to finance an appropriation in the amount of $42,405 included in the adopted budget for the
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  2017  for  costs  related  to  the  acquisition  and  installation  of  a
replacement splitter box and a new security camera system to be located at various sites in the
Town  to  cover  the  Town’s  water  and  sewer  assets.   The  appropriation  may  be  spent  for
acquisition and installation costs, equipment, materials, legal fees, net interest on borrowings and
other financing costs, and other expenses related to the project or its financing.  

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen hereby declares the official intent
of the Town under Federal Income Tax Regulation Section 1.150-2 that project costs may be
paid  from temporary  advances  of  available  funds  and  that  the  Town reasonably  expects  to
reimburse any such advances from the proceeds of borrowings in an aggregate principal amount
not in excess of the amount of borrowing recommended above for the project.

FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  a  Special  Town  Meeting  be  held  on  June  28,  2016
with  respect  to  the  foregoing  recommendations,  and  that  notice  of  said  meeting  be  given
substantially in the form presented to this meeting.   

************************************

Item 8:

WHEREAS, the Town’s capital budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017 includes
an appropriation in the amount of $40,000 for costs related to improvements to the Baltic Fire
Station; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Town to authorize borrowing to defray such
appropriation; 

NOW, THEREFORE, RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen recommends that the
Town of Sprague issue bonds or notes and temporary notes in an amount not to exceed $40,000
to finance an appropriation in the amount of $40,000 included in the adopted budget for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2017 for costs related to improvements to the Baltic Fire Station.  The
appropriation  may  be  spent  for  design,  construction,  acquisition  and  installation  costs,
equipment, materials, legal fees, net interest on borrowings and other financing costs, and other
expenses related to the project or its financing.  

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen hereby declares the official intent
of the Town under Federal Income Tax Regulation Section 1.150-2 that project costs may be



paid  from temporary  advances  of  available  funds  and  that  the  Town reasonably  expects  to
reimburse any such advances from the proceeds of borrowings in an aggregate principal amount
not in excess of the amount of borrowing recommended above for the project.

FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  a  Special  Town  Meeting  be  held  on  June  28,  2016
with  respect  to  the  foregoing  recommendations,  and  that  notice  of  said  meeting  be  given
substantially in the form presented to this meeting.   

************************************

Item 9:

WHEREAS, the Town’s capital budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017 includes
an appropriation  in the amount  of $100,000 for costs  related  to improvements  to the Sayles
School; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Town to authorize borrowing to defray such
appropriation; 

NOW, THEREFORE, RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen recommends that the
Town of Sprague issue bonds or notes and temporary notes in an amount not to exceed $100,000
to finance an appropriation in the amount of $100,000 included in the adopted budget for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2017 for costs related to improvements to the Sayles School.  The
appropriation  may  be  spent  for  design,  construction,  acquisition  and  installation  costs,
equipment, materials, legal fees, net interest on borrowings and other financing costs, and other
expenses related to the project or its financing.  

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen hereby declares the official intent
of the Town under Federal Income Tax Regulation Section 1.150-2 that project costs may be
paid  from temporary  advances  of  available  funds  and  that  the  Town reasonably  expects  to
reimburse any such advances from the proceeds of borrowings in an aggregate principal amount
not in excess of the amount of borrowing recommended above for the project.

FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  a  Special  Town  Meeting  be  held  on  June  28,  2016
2016 with respect to the foregoing recommendations, and that notice of said meeting be given
substantially in the form presented to this meeting.   

************************************

Item 10:

RESOLVED,  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen  recommends  that  the  Town  of  Sprague
appropriate $40,000 for costs related to the issuance of bonds or notes and temporary notes to
finance all or a portion of the aggregate $677,705 appropriations included in the Town’s capital
budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017 referred to in agenda items 1 through 9, inclusive,
above, and to pay all or a portion of the net interest cost on the Town’s aggregate $2,001,843
bond anticipation notes maturing September 14, 2016; and that the Town issue bonds or notes
and temporary notes in an amount not to exceed $40,000 to finance said appropriation.   The



appropriation may be spent for financial advisory fees, legal fees, net interest on borrowings and
other financing costs and expenses related to the financing of all or a portion of said aggregate
$677,705 appropriations.  

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen hereby declares the official intent
of the Town under Federal Income Tax Regulation Section 1.150-2 that project costs may be
paid  from temporary  advances  of  available  funds  and  that  the  Town reasonably  expects  to
reimburse any such advances from the proceeds of borrowings in an aggregate principal amount
not in excess of the amount of borrowing recommended above for the project.

FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  a  Special  Town  Meeting  be  held  on  June  28,  2016
with  respect  to  the  foregoing  recommendations,  and  that  notice  of  said  meeting  be  given
substantially in the form presented to this meeting.   

************************************

7. Review and possibly act on petition for the termination of the Superintendent.
Parents of Sayles School Committee sent a letter to the Board of Selectmen asking for their 
support in writing a letter to the Board of Education for termination of the Superintendent, 
Dr. Judy Benson-Clarke, as well as preventing her from re-applying for any other position 
within Sayles School.  
Motion made by D. Dembinski, seconded by C. Blanchard to send a letter to the Board of 
Education to take into consideration the termination of the Superintendent. Discussion:
C. Blanchard stated that the Board of Selectmen has to be very careful how they make a 
recommendation to the Board of Education because it’s not the Board of Selectmen’s role; 
overstepping our bounds if we make the recommendation, D. Dembinski agreed.  C. Osten 
states that parents want support from the Board of Selectmen.  C. Osten voted yes, D. 
Dembinski and C. Blanchard opposed. 

8. Selectman’s report
Sweeping – will be completed by the end of June.
Stop bars – half completed
Grass cutting – on going 
Resident Trooper issued 50 speeding tickets in the month of May
C. Blanchard asking for the invoices and agreement for 31 W. Main Street demolition; 
what was approved at a town meeting and what the Board approved. C. Osten to make 
copies for C. Blanchard.

Motion made by D. Dembinski, seconded by C. Blanchard to add 8a to the agenda, 
unanimously voted.

8a. Approve an Eagle Scout Project by Linden Staggs.
Linden Staggs is going for his Eagle Scouts and the requirement is to do a project in the     



community.  His project is to construct a shelter/dugout facing the skating pond.  The shelter
will be used for skaters and parents watching their children; it will also be used by students 
waiting for the bus. It will be in uniform with all the shelters in Town.  He will submit his 
plans to the Planning and Zoning Commission as well as the Building Inspector for their 
review on the concept and not the actual.  He has raised the money himself and will be the 
leader in this project.
Motion made by C. Blanchard, seconded by D. Dembinski to approve the Eagle Scout Project 
by Linden Staggs, unanimously voted.

9. Public comment
Residents of Sprague voiced their concerns and comments regarding the Superintendent of 
Sayles School.  Robert MacDonald, Donald Lavallee, Ms. Thompson, Paul Martin, Christine 
Kolar, Barbara Baldino, Corey Wignall, Kord Jablonski, Greg French, Denise Dembinski, 
Austin Deschamps, Mrs. Foley, Pam Abare.

1.  Asking why the two Selectmen are not supporting the request from the parents of 
the Sayles School Committee to write a letter to the Board of Education to terminate
the Superintendent; they also asked the Board of Selectmen to revote on their 
decision.

2. Board of Education is backing the Superintendent and that is not right; 
Superintendent should answer to someone.  Spending too much money which needs
to stop. 

3. Her Salary is too high; maybe the town should consider combining our resources 
with other Towns.

4. If parents are not satisfied with the hearing, they should go to the State Department 
of Education.

5. Some Board of Education members should step down; they are elected by the 
people but refuse to talk to the people.  Such lack of communication and the Board 
of Education has no intentions to remove the Superintendent.

6. Individuals should address a personal letter to each member on the Board of 
Education expressing their concerns.

7. Suggestion was made for the Board of Selectmen start a petition against the Board 
of Education voicing their opinion.

Barbara Baldino – Gun Range – letter from DAS Commissioner stating our Community has 
been removed from consideration. 

K. Jablonski – requested a copy of the letter from the DAS Commissioner re: the gun range.  
Stated Griswold has a solar project in place and their permit fees are $250.00.  Asked if C. 
Osten has made a call to the Dept. of Education to get clarity for the school.  C. Osten stated
she checked with the Attorney re:  the Board of Education. Her number one issue is the 



voices of the parents and teaches. Impacts our children and we should be spending money 
on them. K. Jablonski says we need some outside assistance; C. Osten will contact someone 
from the State Dept. of Education and find a name for people to talk to.  

Denise Dembinski – started this with a letter to the editor.  She states she has limitations 
and does not have the ability to inflict any change; letter cannot change anything and puts 
her in a difficult position. C. Blanchard also states this concern. The governing body is the 
Board of Education; they’re the one to make the change. 

10. Adjournment
Motion made by C. Blanchard, seconded by D. Dembinski to adjourn the meeting at 
7:00PM, unanimously voted.

Respectfully submitted by,

Catherine A. Osten
First Selectman

These minutes subject to approval at the next monthly meeting.

     


