
Board of Selectmen
Regular Meeting

Wednesday July 13, 2016
5:00PM

Court Room

1.  Call to order
Meeting called to order by Catherine A. Osten, First Selectman at 5:00PM.  Present were Selectmen 
Denise Dembinski and Cheryl Blanchard.

2.  Pledge of Allegiance
Led by C. Blanchard

3.  Review and act on minutes of June 8, 2016 and June 22, 2016.
Motion made by D. Dembinski, seconded by C. Blanchard to approve the minutes of June 8, 2016, 
unanimously voted.

Motion made by C. Blanchard, seconded by D. Dembinski to approve the minutes of June 22, 2016.  C. 
Osten and D. Dembinski voted yes, C. Blanchard abstained.

4.  Act on request for tax refund of overpayment of taxes
Motion made by D. Dembinski, seconded by C. Blanchard to approve the tax refund of overpayment of 
taxes for David Allen for $460.16, unanimously voted.

5.  Act on Resolution – USDA Rural Development for a Community Facilities Grant in the amount of 
$15,750 for dry hydrants and replacement/repairs.
Motion made by C. Blanchard, seconded by D. Dembinski to approve the Resolution- USDA 
Development for a Community Facilities Grant in the amount of $15,750 for dry hydrants and 
replacement/repairs, unanimously voted.

RESOLUTION

RESOLVED:  That the Town of Sprague, through its governing body the Board of Selectmen, do hereby 
resolve to apply to USDA-Rural Development for a Community Facilities Grant, in the amount of 
$15,750.00 – This grant is to replace current inoperable dry hydrants at two locations, the first at River 
Park, located on Rt. #97, at the Shetucket River currently with three failed dry hydrants, only two will be 
replaced and will offer sufficient water volume.  The other location is on Potash Hill Road, Hanover, with 
one failed dry hydrant located on Little river Bridge, 300 feet south of Willow Lane on Potash Hill Road.  
The estimated cost for the completion of this plan is $45,000.00.

6.  Discuss strategy meeting requested by SEDC to invited all boards and commissions re: economic 
development.
SEDC is requesting a strategy meeting to invite all boards and commissions that have interest in 
economic development; meeting to be held on Tuesday, September 27, 2016.  Board agreed to this 
proposal.



7.  Discuss letter from parents/residents of Sayles School committee.
C. Osten reached out to all three organizations; the State Board of Education, Education Commission 
and Legislation to see what documents they have.  Once she receives information from all three in 
writing, it will be turned over to the Town Attorney to review making sure the Board of Selectmen are 
acting within their bounds. C. Blanchard and D. Dembinski thanked the First Selectman for her hard 
work.  Tabled until information is received. 

8.  Selectman’s report

• Sweeping – completed
• Stop Bars – all crosswalks completed
• Roadside mower – should be completed by August
• Grants – USDA Dry Hydrant, Hanover Reservoir, River Street
• Working on Capital Projects
• W&S – Splitter box, cameras approved
• Fusion – moving ahead, starting foreclosure process; asking for international search
• Solar Farm – to start sometime in September; to receive $200,000 by July 31, 2016.
• Selectmen to listen to public comment and not to debate; thanking for their comment.

9.  Public comment
B. Baldino – asked if a bond is in place for landowners in regards to the Solar Farm and the responsibility 
of cleanup.  C. Osten stated that it is in the lease agreement-land records.

J. Synnett – solar panels on the old landfill

P. Martin – Thanks C. Osten for all the work she has done re: the Superintendent at Sayles School and 
looking forward to the responses from the three organizations.

S. Shafer – complaint of the Animal Control Officer

10.  Adjournment
Motion made by D. Dembinski, seconded by C. Blanchard to adjourn meeting at 6:00PM, unanimously 
voted.

Respectfully submitted by,

Catherine A. Osten
First Selectman

These minutes are subject to approval at the August 10th meeting.


