
MEETING OF THE SPRAGUE WATER AND SEWER
AUTHORITY

Date:  June 24, 2015
Time: 4:00 PM 
Place: Sprague Town Hall
Present:                Dennison Allen, Tom Hannon, Jack Malone, Todd Hastings, Jameson 

Miner and Stephen Marchillo

Absent:          none
  
Call to Order:

The meeting was called to order at 4:14 p.m. by Dennison Allen, Chairman.  

Minutes and Disbursements:

Jack Malone made a motion to approve the minutes from the May 20, 2015 meeting 
and the minutes from the Special Meeting held June 10, 2015 along with the 
disbursements for May in the amount of $76,931.12.  This motion was 
seconded by Tom Hannon.  A vote was called and the motion was passed by all members
voting in favor.

Stephen Marchillo and Jameson Miner owners of 213 High Street to discuss and 
possibly act on high water usage at this property:

Jameson Miner addressed the board members regarding his current bill received for 213 
High Street and the high water usage.  Mr. Miner indicated that he had checked his 
apartment and found no leaks or problems and is perplexed with the amount of water 
used.  Much discussion followed. The fact that the water went through his meter indicates
to the board that this amount was used. Todd Hastings, Superintendent said that if the 
meter was not working it would read less gallonage and not more. After the discussion 
Chairman Dennison Allen asked Mr. Miner and Mr. Marchillo what they were looking 
for.  They said they would like to reduce the gallons to a reasonable amount and Mr. 
Allen asked what that reasonable amount would be to them.  Mr. Marchillo told the board
that he felt that an amount of 20,000 gallons per month would be reasonable for a total of 
60,000 gallons for the quarter.  This equates to a bill of $324.00 instead of the current 
billing of $2,090.93.  Mr. Allen told them he would take it under advisement and the 
board would make a decision at the end of the meeting and Kathleen would inform them 
of their decision.

Discussion ensued on the adjustment of the bill for 213 High Street.  After much 
discussion Jack Malone made a motion to adjust the bill to accept an amount of $500.00 
for their water usage and adjust the bill to reflect this which includes time and materials 



for this fix.  This motion was seconded by Tom Hannon.  A vote was called and all 
members voted in favor noting that this is a one time adjustment.

Wright Pierce:

Christine Kurtz was not present but sent report.

1- NEI was onsite last week to inspect the remaining work.  They performed all of the work 
yesterday.

2- We have not hear back from Norwich / Mark Decker.  Had Atty Cody been in touch with 
their Atty? 

3- We received results from last Water Quality test and are preparing a summary memo.
4- CWF Requests were submitted to CT DEEP.

Todd elaborated on Christine’s report and informed the board of the work that NEI did at the 
Dam site and told them that it was going to be covered under warranty.

First Selectman report:

The First Selectman was not present.

Status Report from Todd Hastings: 

Todd addressed the board and employee concerns were discussed.  The board asked Todd
if he received the documentation back from the employee signed and he indicated that he 
did not.  The board asked that he ask the employee for the signed copy.

Hanover pump station numbers did not change overnight and this was noticed by 
seasonal employee Joe Lussier Sr..  Todd surmised that there must be a break and went to
investigate.  He found the problem and Jim Benjamin was called in to repair.  Discussion.
P & H Septic came in to suck out the septage and dispose at the sewer plant.  His cost 
will be used in trade for his septic dumping.  The cost of repair was $9,600.00 for Mr. 
Benjamin.

Pump Station #1 had a pump fail.  Todd called the manufacturer and they came out to 
pick up the pump and evaluate it.  The warranty ran out in March but the manufacturer 
said he will try to get the repair covered under warranty.  Todd will report back when he 
hears back from them.

Todd informed the board that he received a call from the Hanover Post Office that they 
had a sewer clog.  He went up there and pulled the manhole cover and our system was 
running fine.  He told the owner that she would have to call a repairman and Todd gave 
her some suggestions.  The owner called and indicated that the cost was too much and did
nothing.  We received a repeat call three days later and she then called the repairman and 
had the clog fixed at her cost.



On Friday, June 19, 2015 Todd received a call from a resident in Versailles that he had 
sewer backing up in his cellar.  Todd had a previous commitment and had David Trainor 
take care of the problem and gave him all the contacts that he would need to do so.  They 
found that there was grease in the wetwell.  The bills will be submitted to our insurance.

Todd spoke to the board regarding a call he received regarding a resident that wanted to 
hook up to sewer on Inland Road.  In investigating the situation he found that this needs 
to be addressed by the Town of Lisbon WPCA.  Discussion.

Discuss and possibly act on 2015-2016 fiscal year budget:

Kathleen presented the board copies of the Water, Sewer and Versailles budget to date  
reports and explained that in the past we had transferred monies between accounts to 
cover overages.  She had spoken to the bookkeeper and was informed that because only 
the board approves the budget it is not necessary to move between accounts.   Discussion.
Dennison and the board decided that they do not feel it necessary to move monies around 
as leaving it the way it is gives a truer picture of expenditures.

The 2015-2016 Fiscal Year budget was passed out and reviewed by all members.
Kathleen explained that she has changed the way her and Todd’s salaries were divided.  
They used to be divided 50%/50% between water and sewer and since we had all the 
projects on the sewer side and moved the income over there it left little income on the 
water side to cover expenses.  She is now having her salary divided 80%/20% and Todd’s
70%/30%.  Discussion followed on adding into the budget an amount for the cleaning of 
the water lines.  After much discussion it was decided that it is not feasible to put that 
into the budget for 2015-2016 fiscal year.  

Jack Malone made a motion to accept and approve the budgets as presented.  Sewer 
budget is $364,810.65 and the Water budget is $123,933.49.  There is no increase in the 
rates.  Tom Hannon seconded the motion.  A vote was called and the motion passed by 
all members voting in favor.

Review bills for payment:

A copy of the Check Detail was given to all the board members that detailed all the 
checks that have been written out since our March meeting.  The board members 
reviewed the list.  Any questions were answered.

Review past due accounts:

A report was handed out to all board members.  The amount of accounts past due is 
$29,489.27 of that amount $11,154.71 is with Attorney Lloyd Langhammer, $3,423.57 
of that amount currently has payment plans in place.  Payments received total $1,734.91 
since this was printed.  Probable bad debt write off amount is $677.52.



Versailles past due accounts total is $3,449.40 and payment plan is in place for $435.32 
and $782.01 is with Attorney Lloyd Langhammer pending foreclosure.  Discussion 
followed. 

Any other business to come before said meeting:

Kathleen told the board members that a meeting has been set for July 16, 2015 at 10:30 
am at the Sprague Town Hall to discuss the bill for repair of the sewer line break during 
the DOT project.  Discussion followed 

Jack Malone made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  This motion was seconded by Tom 
Hannon.  All in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 6:13 p.m.


