
MEETING OF THE SPRAGUE WATER AND SEWER
AUTHORITY

Date:  March 18, 2015
Time: 4:00 PM 
Place: Sprague Town Hall
Present:                Dennison Allen, Tom Hannon, Jack Malone, Todd Hastings

Absent:          none
  
Call to Order:

The meeting was called to order at 4:05 p.m. by Dennison Allen, Chairman.  

Minutes and Disbursements:

Jack Malone made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 18, 2015 meeting 
along with the disbursements for February in the amount of $27,660.67.  This motion was
seconded by Tom Hannon.  A vote was called and the motion was passed by all members
voting in favor.

Wright Pierce:

Christine gave an update of the items they are working on.  The EOP is being revised to 
add some verbiage that the state is looking for.  The safe yield testing needs one last 
sample but due to the harsh weather and ice we have been unable to get it.  Todd 
informed the board that they are hoping to get this done in the upcoming weeks.  
Christine told the board that she is working on a summary for the dam repair project and 
hopes to have a fix for the leaking joints.  She said they will call NEI the company that 
originally did the dam repairs out to fix them but feels that it will not be covered under 
the warranty.  Discussion.  Christine said that Wright Pierce should come out to inspect 
the dams annually and the cost of this is $2,000.00 and should be put in the upcoming 
budget. 

The board asked if Christine had heard anything from Norwich on sending our sewer to 
them and she said she had not heard anything.  Discussion on the study that Wright 
Pierce is working on for going to Norwich.

Todd told Christine that we are waiting for the electrician for the Pump Station #2 project
to come and set up the generator at the site.  We have been having trouble connecting 
with him and are anxious to get this completed so that we can be reimbursed through the 
grant.  Discussion. 



First Selectman report:

The First Selectman was not present.

Status Report from Todd Hastings: 

Todd informed the board members that David Trainor will be going for his water 
treatment test on Monday.  This test was postponed previously due to inclement weather. 
 If he passes the test he will receive an increase of $1.00 per hour and will be reimbursed 
for the testing fees.

Todd told the board of a problem at 41 Baltic Heights.  We received a call from 
the homeowner that he had no water and Todd went to inspect.  It was found to be a 
frozen water line on the Authority’s side.  Todd called in Jim Benjamin to dig and it took 
six hours to get through the frost to get to the curb stop.  Then he called Service Plus 
Plumbing to jet the line.  Mr. Benjamin’s cost was $3,200.00 and Service Plus plumbing 
was $2,500.00.  There was a 10 foot long pipe that was frozen.  Todd informed the 
homeowner that if it gets really cold he will have to keep his water dripping to avoid this 
from happening again.  Discussion.

Todd told the board members that Mr. Benjamin has purchased a jetting machine and has 
told him that he will give us a better price to jet the lines in the future.  He does need a 
place to store this machine and he asked if we could store it in the garage at the sewer 
plant.  Todd said that we currently have two (2) bagger machines for sludge being housed
there presently and we would need to remove one.  Discussion.  The board authorize 
Todd to try to sell one of the bagging machines since we do not need it and then we can 
store the machine.  Mr. Benjamin will give us a discount on his jetting services in return 
for storing the machine.

A discussion was held on areas in Hanover that are in most need of repair.  Todd will 
report back to the board where our attention is needed the most and we will get estimates 
to fix.

Todd informed the board that he and the Office Manager were discussing the budget and 
overtime.  Discussion.  The board after much discussion said that they are not changing 
anything at this point but they are going to be paying close attention the overtime.

Todd addressed the board regarding the meeting that was held regarding the problem 
with the DOT project and the outstanding bill from our vendor.  No one from the State 
DOT was present and the owner of Mattern Construction was absent.  Mattern 
Construction maintains that they were not given the opportunity to fix the problem and 
when it was explained that they were called and could not take care of it until the next 
day they came back with the bill for the repair is outrageous.  Discussion followed.  After
much discussion it was decided that Christine will get some verbiage to Kathleen and she
and the Chairman will call the Town Attorney to have him send a letter to the State DOT.



Todd explained to the board that the catwalk over the sewer tank was missing and they 
discovered that it had fallen into the 18 foot tank.  He will try to fish it out this week.

2015-2016 Budget:

A discussion was held on items that will need to be added into the upcoming fiscal years
 Budget.  It was reiterated that we will need to add $2,000.00 for dam inspections to the 
water budget.  A discussion on removal of old hydrants ensued and Todd will get more 
information for the next meeting.  A discussion was also held on the water and sewer 
lines on River Street that should be moved before the road is repaired.

Todd said we need to include an amount to have the water storage tanks cleaned.

Review bills for payment:

A copy of the Check Detail was given to all the board members that detailed all the 
checks that have been written out since our December meeting.  The board members 
reviewed the list.  There were no questions.

Review past due accounts:

A report was handed out to all board members.  The amount of accounts past due is 
$38,921.51 of that amount $9,212.41 is with Attorney Lloyd Langhammer, $13,024.58 
of that amount currently has payment plans in place.  

Versailles past due accounts total is $2,832.05 and payment plan is in place for $380.48 
and $610.11 is with Attorney Lloyd Langhammer pending foreclosure.    Discussion 
followed. 

Kathleen spoke to the board that one of her payment plan customers was in default and 
she is now sending him a letter changing the payment agreement so that he must keep all 
new billing current along with his payment of $500.00 monthly for past due balances.  
The board agreed that this should be done.

Any other business to come before said meeting:

Kathleen informed the board members that she is taking vacation from April 7th to April 
21st.  The board discussed moving the April meeting from April 15th to April 29th.  It was 
decided to do that.  Kathleen explained that she has put a notice of her vacation in the 
upcoming Our Town Newsletter.

Tom Hannon made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  This motion was seconded by Jack 
Malone.  All in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 5:45 p.m.


