
Board of Selectmen
Regular Meeting

Wednesday May 11, 2016
5:00PM

Court Room
Revised

1.  Call to order
Meeting brought to order by Selectman Denise Dembinski at 5:00PM. Also present was 
Selectman Cheryl Blanchard.  First Selectman arrived at 5:10PM.

2. Pledge of Allegiance
Led by D. Dembinski

3. Review and act on minutes of April 13, 2016 and April 18, 2016.
Motion made by C. Blanchard, seconded by D. Dembinski to approve the minutes of 
4/13/2016 and 4/18/2016, unanimously voted.

4. Act on request for tax refund of overpayment of taxes
Motion made by C. Blanchard, seconded by D. Dembinski to approve the request for tax 
refund of overpayment of taxes for Christopher Gifford for $15.51, unanimously voted.

5. Discuss letters concerning the possibility of the gun range locating in Sprague from 
residents and the Economic Development Commission and the position the Board of 
Selectmen will be taking on this issue.
Motion made by C. Blanchard, seconded by D. Dembinski to change this line item to read as:
Discuss and possibly act on letters concerning the possibility of the gun range locating in 
Sprague from residents and the Economic Development Commission and the position the 
Board of Selectmen will be taking on this issue, unanimously voted.
• Many letters were sent to the First Selectman opposing the location of the Connecticut 
State Police Training Facility in Sprague.
• Sprague Economic Development Commission (SEDC) sent a letter to the Department of 
Administrative Services in favor before getting approval from the Board of Selectmen. They 
are an advisory Commission and should make recommendations not decisions. C. Osten 
stated that a policy will be put in place for the SEDC members that any futures letters be 
submitted to the Board of Selectman for review before any action can be taken.

Motion made by C. Blanchard, seconded by D. Dembinski to add 5a to the agenda, 
unanimously voted.



5a. Act on Resolution:  To oppose the location of the Connecticut State Police Training 
Facility in Sprague.
Motion made by C. Blanchard, seconded by D. Dembinski approving the resolution to 
oppose the location of the Connecticut State Police Training Facility in Sprague, 
unanimously voted.



6. Discuss and possibly act on the building permit fees for the Coronal Solar Farm project 
and the recommendation from the Building Inspector.
Tabled until next meeting.

7. Authorize the First Selectman to call the Annual Budget Meeting for the 2016/2017 
budget to be adjourned to a referendum.
Motion made by D. Dembinski, seconded by C. Blanchard to authorize the First Selectman 
to call the annual Budget Meeting for the 2016/2017 budget to be adjourned to a 
referendum.  Discussion:  C. Blanchard prefers to hold a town meeting for the budget, C. 
Osten stated that the town has held 9 referendums in the past and 43 Special Town 
Meetings; participation at town meetings are minimum.  C. Osten and D. Dembinski voted 
yes, C. Blanchard opposed.

8. Act on appointment to the Sprague Housing Authority – Patricia L. Collis
Motion made by C. Blanchard, seconded by D. Dembinski to appoint Patricia L. Collis to the 
Sprague Housing Authority, unanimously voted.

9. Act on appointment to the Sprague Conservation Commission – Ron Deslandes.
Motion made by C. Blanchard, seconded by D. Dembinski to appoint Ron Deslandes as 
Alternate to the Sprague Conservation Commission, unanimously voted.

Motion made by D. Dembinski, seconded by C. Blanchard to add 9a to the agenda, 
unanimously voted.

9a. Act on Resolution:  Main Street Investment Fund- Bus Lot and Skating Pond 
Improvements.
Motion made by D. Dembinski, seconded by C. Blanchard to approve the Resolution for the 
Main Street investment Fund – Bus Lot and skating Pond Improvements, unanimously 
voted.  Discussion:  upgrade lights around skating pond to use at night and install a 
structure at the bus stop.  $500,000 project and town funds will not be used on this project, 
unanimously voted.

RESOLUTION



Certified Resolution of the Legislative Body

The Legislative Body of the Town/City of Town of Sprague__________________ 

met on May 11, 2016___________ and adopted a resolution by the vote of

_    3   __ to     0      which:

(1)  authorizes submission of the funding application –

Bus Lot and Skating Pond Improvements________________under the Main
                                                   (project title)
Street Investment Fund Program referenced in Section 78 and 79 of PA 11-1; and

(2) Identifies, Catherine A. Osten, First Selectman_________, as an individual
authorized to sign the State of Connecticut Department of Housing Main Street
Investment Fund application and administer the grant and the project.  Such
application is attached to and made a part of this record.

Attested to by:

Name:  Jennifer M. Synnett__________________________

Title:     Town Clerk________________________________

Date:    May 11, 2016_______________________________

AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION OF THE 
SPRAGUE BOARD OF SELECTMEN

CERTIFICATION

I, Jennifer M. Synnett, Town Clerk of the Town of Sprague, do hereby certify that the following is a true and 
correct copy of a resolution adopted at a meeting of the Board of Selectmen held and convened on May 11, 
2016, at which meeting a duly constituted quorum of the Board of Selectmen was present and acting 
throughout, and that this resolution is at present in full force and effect:

RESOLUTION
RESOLVED:  That the Town of Sprague, through its governing body the Board of Selectmen, do hereby resolve 
to apply to a Main Street Investment Grant Fund Application funded by the State of Connecticut Department 
of Housing in the amount of $500,000. Cost of the completion of this plan not to exceed $500,000.

10. Selectman’s report
• Board reviewed reports on:
• Sweeping - third of the way completed
• Mowing - brush mowing finished.
• Vehicle Maintenance Report – maintenance is up to date.
• State Trooper Report – 152 calls for service in Sprague during April; 44 traffic 

citations, 28 hours overtime.



• Sprague Energy Efficiency Delivers Value – $13,303 financial annual savings, 32,357 
kWh annual savings as a result of replacing windows, doors, solar panels and lighting
through a USDA Grant.

11. Public comment
Claude Pellegrino – Stated concerns about the Economic Development Commission. 
Claude Pellegrino, Kord Jablonski, Judy Foley, Robert MacDonald, Susan Zimmerman, 
Barbara Baldino, Christine Jablonski, Ray Bernier, Glenn Cheney, Lee Starr, Bill Johnson, Amy
Porter and Ms. Fox, all residents of Sprague, voiced their opinion opposing the location of 
the Connecticut State Police Training Facility in Sprague.  A resident of Canterbury, Mrs. 
Wilson also opposed this location. 

Residents thanked the Board of Selectmen for adopting the Resolution.
                    
Stephanie Shafer – Complaint on the Animal Control Officer

12. Adjournment
Motion made by C. Blanchard, seconded by D. Dembinski to adjourn the meeting at 
6:15PM, unanimously voted.

Respectfully submitted by,

Catherine A. Osten
First Selectman

These minutes are subject to approval at the June 8th meeting.


