
Board of Selectmen
Special Meeting

Thursday October 31, 2013
2:00PM

Court Room

Meeting brought to order by Catherine A. Osten, First Selectman at 2:05PM.  Present were Selectmen Denise 
Dembinski and Dennison Allen.  Also present:  Thomas Kasprzak CL&P Regional Coordination-Specialist, David 
Early Northeast Utilities-Project Manager, Robert Tardif Emergency Management Director.

1.  Review storm related issues with CL&P
• T. Kasprzak spoke to the Board of Selectmen and Emergency Director regarding critical locations.  

Designating critical locations will allow everyone to communicate on a better level.
• Working with Critical Facility (ESF 12) to restore electricity during storms.  Concerns:  utilities, trucks 

not on time, 911 calls, blocked roads with wires down.
• ESF working group – Reviewed New Critical Facility Category Descriptions; redefined critical locations. 
• T. Kasprzak – to make sure everyone is on the same page; trucks shared and how they are being sent 

to each town.
• Reviewed Critical Customers:  
• 1.  Police/EOC Town Hall,
• 2.  Baltic Fire Department
• 3. Emergency Shelter Sayles School
• 4. Waste Water Treatment Plant Well House, Waste Water Treatment Plant Sprague Wastewater 

Treatment, Waste Water Pump Station Pump Station #4, #1, #2, #3, Public Water Pump Station 
Walter Filtration Plant. 

 One concern for C. Osten was the removal of Academy of the Holy Family which currently houses 60 to 
70 Sisters; she asked T. Kasprzak to check on this.
• Storms affect towns in different ways; town to submit a priority restoration form when needed.
• C. Osten not pleased with Willimantic closing; T. Kasprzak will bring this information back to CL&P.
• Addressed concerns: 
• 1.  CL&P responsible for clearing wires
• 2.  Trees to be removed by the Town. 
• 3.  CL&P gets called out to a blocked road and when they arrive, residents have already started to 

remove the trees putting themselves at risk  – need to get the message out to residents to avoid any 
wires down. 

• 4.  Also, too many incidents reported of blocked roads when  people should use an alternate route.
• 5.  Safety briefing - each truck that comes in from other states will need this briefing.  Town leaders 

need to be informed of what is happening so they can pass this information to the public.  Suggestion:
put up signs, safety briefing in progress when these trucks arrive so that the public understands.  

• 6.  Town needs to get accurate truthful information.
• CL&P has changed the colors on the outage maps

Motion to adjourn meeting at 3:00PM by C. Osten, seconded by D. Dembinski, unanimously voted.

Respectfully submitted by,
Catherine A. Osten
First Selectman


