
Board of Selectmen
Regular Meeting

Wednesday February 13, 2013
5:00PM

Court Room

1.  Call to order
Meeting called to order by Catherine A. Osten, First Selectman at 5:00PM.  Present were Selectmen 
Denise Dembinski and Dennison Allen.  Also present:  Tom Pandolfi from ESGR.

2.  Pledge of allegiance
Led by C. Osten

3. Review and act on minutes of January 9, 2013
Motion made by D. Allen, seconded by D. Dembinski to accept the minutes of 1/9/13, unanimously 
voted.

4. Act on request for tax refunds for overpayment of taxes.
Motion made by D. Dembinski, seconded by D. Allen to approve the tax refund for overpayment of 
taxes for Wireless Solutions LLC for $3,038.81, unanimously voted.

5. Discuss and possibly act on the Sprague Emergency Elections Procedures and authorize the 
First Selectman to call a Special Town Meeting.
Motion made by D. Allen, seconded by D. Dembinski to accept the Sprague Emergency Procedures 
and authorize the First Selectman to call a Special Town Meeting.  Discussion:  The Board reviewed 
and modified the plan; to be sent back to the Registrars for their approval, unanimously voted.

6. Act on appointment to the Sprague Water & Sewer Authority.
Tabled.

7. Act on Resolution – Resolve to apply to a USDA-Rural Development for a Grant in the amount 
of $250,000.  This grant is to aid in the cost of completing a New Duplex Suction Lift Station for 
Pump Station II.
Motion made by D. Allen, seconded by D. Dembinski to accept the resolution to resolve to apply to a 
USDA-Rural Development for a Grant in the amount of $250,000, unanimously voted.

RESOLUTION
RESOLVED:  That the Town of Sprague, through its’ governing body the Board of Selectmen, do 
hereby resolve to apply to USDA-Rural Development for a Grant in the amount of $250,000.  This grant 
is to aid in the cost of completing a New Duplex Suction Lift Station for Pump Station II.  The estimated 
cost for the completion of this project is $800,000.

8. Discuss and possibly act on signing a State of Support for the Uniformed Services Employment 
and Employments rights Act (USERRA) for the safety of their jobs.
Tom Pandolfi from the Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve spoke to the Board on the rights 
for military.  Signing the Statement of Support is a non-binding agreement that states that the town 



will support the USERRA to ensure that men and women can transition between civilian 
employment and military duties.  
Motion made by D. Dembinski, seconded by D. Allen to sign the State of Support for the Uniformed 
Services Employment and Employment rights Act (USERRA) for the safety of their jobs, unanimously 
voted.

9. Selectman’s report
• Board of Selectmen to meet on Feb. 21st for a Special Meeting to review budget 2013/2014. 
• Sprague community Center may face the possibility of closing; asking for financial support. 

Their operation runs between $13,000 & $14,000 per year. The Community Center is 
working on getting a grant.  The center provides several free programs; one of them is the 
food distribution. The Board discussed the possibility of converting the old Firehouse as the 
food distribution center; no cost to convert.  Board does not want to lose this program.  C. 
Osten will propose $7,000 to the Board of Finance.

• Other Organizations asking the Board for financial support:  New London Homeless 
Hospitality Center – no funds available, the Board discussed that the town already gives to 
the Women’s Center and the Crisis Center:   UCFS – funds are not available to support this.

• Senior Center Valentines Dinner – the Board acknowledged their request to have a glass of 
wine at their celebration.

• Blizzard - Only one person lost power.  Public Works Dept. did a great job cleaning up.
• Mason body is in repair –Water & Sewer assisted the Public Works with their vehicle on the 

smaller roads during the blizzard.  
• Public Works Garage – C. Osten to ask the Board of Finance for more funds to complete 

project.
• Grist Mill – C. Osten to ask Board of Finance for more funds to complete project.
• Alice and Thomas Street – complaints to NBC – residents want the Town to fix the road; 

Private road, town is not responsible.
• Grant Writer – looking for the town’s next piece of property to purchase for open space; Mr. 

Bombero’s properties.  

10. Public comment
None

11. Adjournment
Motion made by D. Allen, seconded by D. Dembinski to adjourn meeting at 6:30PM, unanimously 
voted.

Respectfully submitted by

Catherine A. Osten
First Selectman


