
Board of Selectmen
Regular Meeting

Wednesday October 8, 2014
5:00PM

Court Room

1.  Call to order
Meeting brought to order by Catherine A. Osten, First Selectman at 5:00PM.  Present were 
Selectmen Denise Dembinski and Cheryl Blanchard.  Also present:  Phyllis Nelson and Dick 
Shriver, BJ Bernblum, John Forbis, Michael Perks from the Mentoring Corps for community 
Development.

2.  Pledge of Allegiance
Led by C. Blanchard

3. Review and act on minutes of Regular Meeting September 10, 2014
Motion made by C. Blanchard, seconded by C. Osten to approve the minutes of 9/1/14. 
Discussion:  amend Item 7 to read Economic Development with the Mentoring Corp., 
unanimously voted.

4. Act on request for tax refund for overpayment of taxes
Motion made by C. Blanchard, seconded by D. Dembinski to approve the request for tax 
refund for overpayment of taxes for $80.07, unanimously voted.

Motion made by D. Dembinski, seconded by C. Blanchard to approve the request for tax 
refund for overpayment of taxes for $16.31, unanimously voted.

Motion made by C. Blanchard, seconded by D. Dembinski to approve the request for tax 
refund for overpayment of taxes for $116.25, unanimously voted.

5. Phyllis Nelson – presentation on Economic Development
Phyllis Nelson introduced the Mentoring group to the Board of Selectmen.

C. Osten spoke to the group informing them about the history of the town and where the 
town stands on business, growth and economic development.  

• Planning & Zoning – regulations to accommodate buyers/businesses
• Baltic Mill Property – Phase 3 has been completed.  $ 1,000,000 to clean up. Granite 

building on site is also owned by the town; town does not own smoke stacks. This 
site has natural gas, water, sewer and all the amenities with rail access across the 
street.  Willing to sell the property for $1.00 or whatever the town approves; 
businesses would have to fit the character of the town – affordable housing or 
mixed housing has been discussed.  

• Marketing – working with SECTER part of the Southeastern Council of Governments 
and CERC.  

• Worked with EWIB on training new workers for Fusion.
• Enterprise Corridor Zones –manufacturing companies; tax break for 5 years. Town 

has five of them.



• Fusion property– this has+/- 600 acres of which 86 are ponds. 
•  Received approval letter to clean up silt on bottom of Versailles pond; cleanup is 

imminent; EPA settlement.  Previously employed 145 jobs with benefits.
• Caraustar building – boxboard structure. Not in business at this time; has gas, rail, 

sewer, diversions permits – not in flood plain.  Willing to sell.  C. Osten brought 
realtors in to look at the property.  Some environmental issues not hazardous waste 
but industrial waste, gas, sewer, diversion permit turbine available. – previously  
employed 80 people

• C. Osten checked into why Caraustar left town.  Union contracts gave out 
concessions; CL&P came in to drive down the rates; this was a market driven issue.

• Amgraph – packaging company employees about 120 people.
• Good relations with Joe Courtney’s office who is constantly looking for businesses 

moving into town.
• C. Osten started the agriculture commission providing a mechanism for upcoming 

agriculture businesses.
• C. Osten would like the mentoring corps to get involved.  She will send information 

to Phyllis and in turn send it to the mentoring corps. C. Osten will send the list of 
people who are interested in business.  

Mentoring Group spoke to the Board:
• Dick Shriver, BJ Bernblum, John Forbis, Michael Perks, four volunteers from the 

Mentoring Corps for Community Development will meet after this meeting and 
brainstorm putting some thoughts together working with Phyllis Nelson.                      

• Submit a proposal to C. Osten within a couple of weeks concentrating on some of 
the high opportunities and trying to achieve some results.

• Help to succeed is their goal; getting some objectives and work with C. Osten. 
• Interested in agriculture studies.  
• Asked about generating electricity from water power.  C. Osten stated that the town 

does not own anything.  Stated Fusion had solar panels on site; permitting process 
done by the State of Connecticut

• Requesting a log of inquiries for prospective businesses.
• Retired business people who reside in town – having the skills.  C. Osten has not had 

anyone at this time.
• Asked if businesses are looking for local banking.  C. Osten stated that the driveway 

permits/bonds go through our local bank Chelsea Groton; Dime Bank is the town’s 
main bank. 
Copy of the minutes to mentoring corps

6. Discuss and possibly act on the recreation field regulations.
Tabled until next month. 

7. Discuss and possibly act on proclamation – Freedom from Workplace Bullies Week
Motion made by C. Blanchard, seconded by D. Dembinski to support the proclamation – 
Freedom from Workplace Bullies Week, unanimously voted.



Proclamation
WHEREAS, the Town of Sprague has an interest in promoting the social and economic well-being of its citizens, employees 
and employers; and

WHEREAS, that well-being depends upon the existence of healthy and productive employees working in safe and abuse-
free work environments; and

WHEREAS, research has documented the stress-related health consequences for individuals caused by exposure to abusive
work environments; and

WHEREAS, abusive work environments are costly for employers, with consequences including reduced productivity, 
absenteeism, turnover, and injuries; and

WHEREAS, protection from abusive work environments should apply to every worker, and not be limited to legally 
protected class status based only on race, color, gender, national origin, age, or disability;

NOW, THEREFORE, I Catherine A. Osten, First Selectman of the Town of Sprague, do hereby proclaim October 19 – 25, 
2014 as

FREEDOM FROM WORKPLACE BULLIES WEEK

and commend the Workplace Bullying Institute which raises awareness of the impacts of, and solutions for, workplace 
bullying in the U.S.  

8. Selectman’s report
• Culverts –tracking the work completed for the last 3 years 2011(368), 2013(383) and

2014(450); questioning the increase in culverts.
• Sweeping – completed
• Roadside mowing report – almost completed done with second round of mowing.
• Vehicles report- very little to be done, mixed all sand and salt for the year, truck #1 

needs some work.  Other small repairs to be done. 
• Additional work – looking at chipping, swail to be cleaned, riverside drainage to be 

done, dry hydrants need to be completed.
• Projects completed report – reviewed.
• Board discussed quarterly reports to be completed by the Selectman’s Office.
• C Blanchard inquired about the clearing of brush back to the fence at the Hanover 

playground.  C. Osten stated that Mr. Kane does not want it cut back for the purpose
of privacy on his property.

• State Trooper’s report – traffic citations.
• Town Road Pavement Condition Map –to be part of the capital plan this year- draft 

report for roads that have been completed and roads that will need repair.
• Covered most of the roads since C. Osten has been in office.
• Shetucket Village – open house scheduled for November 22nd.
• Bridge – in front of Dimitri’s to be completed in December.
• Pautipaug Hill Road - graded up to Franklin Road, binder next week, drainage to 

soon be completed; road to be completed by November.
• Fire Dept. – painting, cleaning and new phone system to be completed in 2 weeks.
• Cameras around town – access into State Trooper’s office – to come up with a policy

how we use it; for bad behavior only.
• Dishwashers – B. Trudelle will order new dishwasher for the Senior Center and Fire 

Department.



• C Blanchard – inquired about a camera at the Baltic playground; concerned about it 
being opened at night.  C. Osten stated that the town does not close it; sign indicates
that the park closes at sunset; State Trooper will monitor this area.  C. Blanchard 
also asked about the sign located on the inside of the community parking lot; 
suggest putting it on the outside of the fence.  This was done before and the sign 
was stolen; we will replace it. 

• Free dump day October 18th.
• Daffodil planting – along the river memorial park, around the bank at Sayles School.

9. Public comment
None

10. Adjournment
Motion made by C. Blanchard, seconded by D. Dembinski to adjourn the meeting at 
7:00PM, unanimously voted.

Respectfully submitted by,

Catherine A. Osten
First Selectman


