
Board of Selectmen
Regular Meeting

Wednesday February 12, 2014
5:00PM

Court Room

1.  Call to order
Meeting called to order by Catherine A. Osten, First Selectman at 5:00PM.  Present were Selectmen Denise 
Dembinski and Cheryl Blanchard.

2.  Pledge of allegiance
Led by D. Dembinski

3. Review and act on minutes of Regular Meeting  January 8, 2014
Motion made C. Blanchard, seconded by D. Dembinski to approve the minutes of 1/8/2014, unanimously 
voted.

4. Act on request for tax refund for overpayment of taxes.
Motion made by D. Dembinski, seconded by C. Blanchard to approve the tax refund for overpayment of taxes 
for Dime Bank for $1,245.30, Liberty Bank for $180.00, Vault Trust for $64.07, unanimously voted.

5. Act on Proclamation for Girl Scout Week March 12, 2014.
Motion made by C. Blanchard, seconded by D. Dembinski to accept the Proclamation for Girl Scout Week 
March 12, 2014, unanimously voted.

Girl Scout Day Proclamation
A Proclamation Celebrating 102 years of Girl Scouting

WHEREAS, March 12, 2014, marks the 102nd  anniversary of the Girl Scouts of the United States of America, which began in 1912 when 
Savannah, GA native Juliette Gordon Low gathered 18 girls to provide them the opportunity to develop physically, mentally, and spiritually; 

WHEREAS, 1912 was also the year in which Girl Scouting started in the state of Connecticut; 

WHEREAS, for more than 100 years, Girl Scouting has helped build millions of girls and women of courage, confidence, and character who
act to make the world a better place; and, 

WHEREAS, the Girl Scout Leadership Experience helps girls discover themselves and their values, connect with others, and take action to 
make the world a better place; and, 

WHEREAS, through the dedication, time, and talent of volunteers of different backgrounds, abilities, and areas of expertise, Girl Scouts of 
Connecticut offers the Girl Scout Leadership Experience to nearly 44,000 girls in grades K-12 across the state of Connecticut; and, 

WHEREAS, the Girl Scout Gold Award, the highest honor in Girl Scouting, requires girls to make a measurable and sustainable difference 
in their community, assess a need and design a solution, find the resources and support to make it happen, and complete the project;

WHEREAS, core programs around environmental stewardship, anti-bullying techniques, Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM), and healthy living, help girls develop a solid foundation in leadership; and, 

WHEREAS, today, more than 59 million American women are Girl Scout alumnae and 3.2 million girls and adult volunteers are active 
members; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, (Name), by virtue of the authority vested in me as (Mayor/First Selectman/Chair) of (Town/City) do hereby applaud 
the Girl Scouts of the United States of America for more than 100 years of leadership and expertise as the voice for and of girls, proudly 
proclaim March 12, 2014, as Girl Scout Day. 



6. Act on appointing Keith Duprey as a regular member to the Zoning Board of Appeals.
Motion made by D. Dembinski, seconded by D. Blanchard to appoint Keith Duprey as a regular member to the 
Zoning Board of Appeals.  Discussion:  Chairman, Raymond Arpin, sent his letter of recommendation to the 
First Selectman.  Unanimously voted.

Motion to add 6a. to the agenda
Motion made by C. Blanchard, seconded by D. Dembinski to add 6a to the agenda, unanimously voted.

6a. Act on appointing Arthur Spielman Jr., Armand Glaude and Ronald Deslandes to the Agriculture 
Commission. 
Motion made by D. Dembinski, seconded C. Blanchard to appoint Arthur Spielman Jr., Armand Glaude and, 
Ronald Deslandes to the Agriculture, unanimously voted.

7. Selectman’s report
• Our Town Newsletter notified residents of an informational meeting to be held in the Court Room on 

February 16th from 5PM to 7PM – presentation by C. Osten on Capital Plans.
• State Trooper Report -  reviewed
• CT.Gov State of CT – revenue for education grants reviewed.
• Uncas Health District – letter regarding smoke-free parks in our town. Board will review copies of the 

booklet and make recommendations at their next Board of Selectman meeting. The Board could 
compromise for a specific smoke-free area.

• Rating presentation to Moody’s Investors Service – Board reviewed the report.
• Working on Master Plan. – Maps were reviewed by the Board; by working with the plan, many things 

have been completed and accomplished.  River Street, First, Seconded and Third need to be 
completed.   A recommendation is to put sidewalks in all the way up to Barrel Curve. Need to re-point 
bricks on town hall building and some work to completed in the Senior Center and town garage.

• Pavers Upper High Street – 75 years life expectancy.
• Board of Selectmen meeting time - C. Blanchard asked to change the meeting time; conflict with her 

job and not convenient for her; also states that she has heard complaints about the time in which the 
Board meets.  Would like to alternate every other month meeting - 5:00PM one month and 7:00PM 
the next month.  This would give other people the opportunity to attend. D. Dembinski states the 
meeting time is good for her; she attends several commission meetings here and in Norwich and it is 
easier to come back into Baltic for a 5:00PM meeting.  Meeting time has been 5:00PM for the last 
years and she has not heard any complaints. C. Osten states that other Boards meet in this time 
frame; the meetings have been held several years under this administration and the previous 
administration at 5; 00PM; there have been no complaints submitted.  The issue will be readdressed 
under the Selectman’s report. The Board agreed to readdress this issue in the future.  

Public comment
None

8. Adjournment
Motion made by D. Dembinski, seconded by C. Blanchard to adjourn meeting at 6:00PM, unanimously voted.

Respectfully submitted by, 
Catherine A. Osten, First Selectman


