OUR TOWN

INFORMATION & NEWS
JULY, 2011 OURTOWNCT@YAHOO.COM
SERVING THE VILLAGES OF BALTIC, HANOVER, & VERSAILLES
IN THE BEAUTIFUL SHETUCKET RIVER VALLEY

Sprague’s 150 Year Anniversary

Events Schedule
Babe Blanchette Memorial Field

July 28, 2011 (Thursday)

Fire Department Food Booth 5:00 pm — 10:00 pm
Rides
Karaoke Night with Ralph Watson 7:00 pm - 9:30 pm
July 29, 2011 (Friday)
Fire Department Food Booth 5:00 pm — 10:00 pm
Rides
50’s — 80’s Dance with Ralph Watson 6:00 pm — 7:30 pm
Red Light Band 7:45 pm — 10:00 pm

Also:  American-French Revolution Exhibit at the River Park, Route 97, Baltic on
Friday, July 29, 5:00 pm to Sunday, July 31, 3:00 pm

July 30, 2011 (Saturday)
Skate Board Competition & Demonstration ~ 10:00 am

Fire Department Food Booth 12:00 pm — 10:00 pm
Rides

Local Vendors 12:00 pm — 5:00 pm
SMILERS Chorus 12:00 pm — 1:00 pm
Miss Queen of Sprague pageant 1:00 pm

The Onlies 1:30 pm — 3:30 pm
Noodles the Clown 2:00 pm — 4:00 pm
Silver Hammer Band 4:00 pm— 6:30 pm
Andy Cooney 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm
Fireworks (rain date — Sunday, July 31) 9:30 pm — 10:00 pm

Also: 2.4/4.8 Trail Run through Sprague Land Preserve
“Ride the River” from Scotland to River Park
Kids’ events with Sprague Community Center, Garden Club, Sprague Library

July 31, 2011 (Sunday)

Fire Department Food Booth 12:00 pm — 5:00 pm
Rides

Local Vendors 12:00 pm — 5:00 pm
Raffle for Quilt Drawing 12:30 pm

Rick Spencer, Historic Musician 1:00 pm — 2:00 pm
Kick Back Duo 2:00 pm — 4:00 pm

Also: Kids' events with Sprague Community Center, Garden Club, Sprague Library



HOLDING A YARD SALE?

If you are interested in holding a yard sale on the weekend of the
150th celebration we will include this information in advertising for
the weekend celebration. Please forward your name, address
and information to the First Selectman’s Office.

MISS QUEEN OF THE TOWN OF SPRAGUE 2011

The committee for the 150" Anniversary Celebration for the Town of Sprague will be
sponsoring “MISS QUEEN OF THE TOWN OF SPRAGUE 2011.”

The Miss Queen will be crowned on Saturday, July 30, 2011 at the Babe Blanchette
Memorial Field in Baltic, CT. The recipient has to be a resident of the Town of Sprague
for at least three (3) years and the age from 16 to 25 years.

All voters must be Town of Sprague residents. Nominations forms will also be at TJ's
Café in Baltic, the Town Clerk’s Office in the Sprague Town Hall and Baltic Convenience
Store. The deadline will be July 1, 2011. The nomination forms should be filled out and
dropped off at the Town Clerk’s Office.

For questions, call Mary Papineau at 860-822-8474.

THE SPRAGUE PUBLIC LIBRARY COOKBOOK

Celebrating the 150" Anniversary of the Town of Sprague

To purchase a copy for $15, go to the Sprague Public Library, Town Hall, or the Sayles School
Library and speak to Mrs. Kolar. All profits benefit the Sprague Public Library. Please make
checks payable to: The Sprague Public Library




From the Desk of the First Selectman

I am breathing a sigh of relief at our budget for fiscal year 11/12 being passed last month --- thank you for getting out and
voting --- it is our right, our obligation and our honor. A great deal of credit goes to the Board of Finance for the many nights
(done voluntarily) that they spent deliberating in order to maintain necessary services at a reasonable rate. Thanks!

We are again preparing for a busy summer — with concerts, plays, river rides, and of course the 150™ celebration coming up.
Please watch the web, sign up for e-Sprague, and watch the news for upcoming events. Besides these fun events there is a
summer recreation program being put on by the Park and Recreation Committee (contact Noreen Foley or Liz Calderon). And
the library is hosting its Summer Reading program again — remember the top reader will be in next year’s Memorial Day
parade!

Besides the joyful activities, there will be many road projects going on this year; we are hoping to start soon on School Hill
Road followed shortly by Whitehall Drive and Birchwood Terrace. In addition, drainage work will be done on Potash Hill; this
should complete the necessary drainage on this road. It will then be chip-sealed. We also plan on replacing the catch basins on
the 207 side of Rose and Marion. An additional catch basin will be placed at the top of Parkwood Road which will also be chip
sealed. Upper High Street should be done by the end of July and work will finally start on LaCroix Bridge.

We will be having a ribbon cutting and grand opening of our completely renovated Grist Mill — Stay tuned for the date! | know
our very own Congresswoman Chase Going Woodhouse would be thrilled that we have saved this gorgeous piece of our
history.

I do have some very serious news to pass along --- over the last few months we here in Town as well as the surrounding areas
have been subjected to a few burglaries. These have occurred mostly during the day when people are at work or out shopping.

I am asking you to make sure you are locking your doors and also | am asking that we all pay attention to our neighbor’s
property — if you see something out of the ordinary, please call 911. 1 stress that you call 911 because our Resident Trooper is
often on the road and not in the office. Calling 911 is the quickest way to have someone respond to address concerns. 911
should be used whenever an immediate response is necessary. If anyone has noticed something out of the ordinary over the last
few weeks, please call Trooper Randy Silvestri here at the Town Hall (860-822-3000 x 207).

In addition there have been instances of graffiti and general disrespect of property at the skateboard park area. This is a well
used park which many enjoy. It is the responsibility of the users to keep this area clean; free of litter, free of graffiti so that all
may enjoy this area. Sadly if this is not kept clean, the park will be closed for the summer. If you have information on abuses at
the park, call Trooper Silvestri.

Don’t forget tickets are still available for the quilt raffle and the 150" cookbooks are still for sale at the library.

As usual thanks for your support!

Cathy Osten
First Selectman

IN HONOR OF THE 4TH OF JULY THE WORD OF THE
MONTH IS INDEPENDENCE MEANING THE QUALITY OR

THANK YOU

We wish to thank all those who participated in our
Memorial Day Parade and helped to make it a great success.

Parade Committee
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" American Legion Post 85 Minutes from June Meeting

(For complete minutes, go to www.post85.webs.com.)

Post meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month at the Sprague Senior Center located in the
Sprague Town Hall. All eligible veterans are welcome to attend and join the American Legion. Even if
you are not an eligible veteran you are welcome to attend our monthly meetings.
Respectfully submitted,

Tom Coletti, Adjutant

VERSAILLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH BREAKFASTS!

Join us for Breakfast!
Pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage, home fries, toast, juice, coffee
$6 adults; children 6 yrs & under — free
July 2; (None in August) September 3; October 1; November 5; December 3.

Come one and all to a superb breakfast! See you there!

Focus on A Sprague Resident
Tommy Coletti
Thomas has written novels published through the House of
Walker, Elizabeth, New Jersey. Visit his website for more
details as well as stop by the Sprague Library to learn of his
Involvement in the
Connecticut Author's Trail tour this summer.
tommycoletti.com




150 Years of Reading

We have already had the first registration day. It went very well and we have many young
readers. You can still register all summer at the library.

Who: Ages birth to entering grade 8

What: Read and report on at least 8 grade level books

Why: TO HAVE FUN, to improve reading skills, Plus to win prizes
including an ice cream sundae party on, August 17 at 6:30 PM
For more info: Call Mrs. Reyer at 822-1643 or the library at 822-3012

CHALLENGE: In honor of Sprague’s 150" Birthday, can we get 150 readers this summer?

Let’s try! Extra special prizes will be awarded if we reach our goal!




SENIOR VAN SCHEDULE BUS SCHEDULE
Lisbon Super Wal-Mart and Kohl’s

Bi-weekly, Monday, 1 to 3 p.m. Shetucket Village: 8:45, 9:45, 11:45 a.m.
Norwich Big Y/Wal-Mart by request. Playground Brookside and High Street:
Norwich Stop *n Shop Plaza 8:52 a.m., 9:52 a.m., 11:52 a.m.
ThursQay, 1103 p-m. TJ’s Parking Lot, Route 97 and Main Street:
Norwich Shop Rite 9 a.m., 10 a.m., and Noon
Tuesday, 110 2:30 p.m. Arrival in Occum Corner of Hooper Street and

Willimantic Super Wal-Mart and Route 97, by Red McKeon Park: 9:10 a.m.,
Food Co-op by request. 10:10 a.m., 12:10 p.m.

Medical appointments require a 48-hour notice. Return
Please contact the Senior Center for availability —

; . Stop as needed for return trip
bef k t tment. (860) 822 :
Sgo(geeTtaZ(l)gg your next appointment. (860) Express Return: 3:15 p.m. to Senior Center

Service runs Monday through Thursday except holidays.
(860) 822-3000, ext. 203. The Sprague to Occum Bus is a
courtesy of the Town of Sprague and the Sprague Senior
Center. For SEAT information, visit www.seatbus.com.

For more information, call Buddy Meadows,
Sprague Senior Center Coordinator at 860-822-3000 x203

Tax Collector’s Office

The first installment of Real Estate and Personal Property taxes will become due and payable on July 1, 2011.
Motor Vehicle tax bills will also become due and payable on July 1, 2011. You will have the entire month of July to
pay your taxes. Taxes unpaid as of August 1, 2011 will become delinquent and will be subject to 3% interest, from
then on additional interest of | 2% per month (18% annually) will be charged. Minimum interest is $2.00.

Please make checks payable to Town of Sprague. You may pay all bills — Real Estate, Personal Property, and Motor
Vehicles with one check. If you pay by mail and would like a receipt, please mail entire tax bill and a self-
addressed, stamped envelope with your payment. Taxpayers needing an immediate clearance for the registration of
a delinquent motor vehicle must pay by cash, money order, or certified check.

If you have any questions regarding your tax bill, you may call the tax collector at 822-3000, ext. 224. Any
questions regarding address changes, assessments, exemptions, or your correct tax town should be directed to the
Assessor at 822-3000, ext. 222.

Mary B. Chartier, CCMC
Tax Collector
Tax Collector’s Hours
Monday & Thursdays 8:00 am — 12:00 noon
Wednesdays 2:00 pm — 5:30 pm




SPRAGUE REPUBLICAN TOWN COMMITTEE

Dennison Allen vic. Chairman

June 14, 2011 Special Meeting
Call to order
Pledge of Allegiance
Treasure report
Selectman’s report
Board of Finance report
Board of Education report
Report from State Central

Old business

A] fill vacancy on Board of Assessment Appeals [Barbara Sutcliffe has resigned] last meeting Harold LaTour to fill
B] update by-laws Kevin, Mick, Windy, & Sandra

C] other old business

New Business
A] Vote to approve $ sent to school for graduation gift
B] Offices to be filled in Nov.
Possible names
First Selectman
Selectman
Town Treasure
Board of $: Ann Marie Osowski; Deb Deschamps Baker
Board of Education keep those now on Turner, Blanchard
Assessor: Berry Kolar
Board of assessment appeals: [2 yr vacancy] Ouellette
Planning & Zoining: now serving Bittman & Piezzo
C] Booth 150 tent
D] Activity at Collins in Aug.
E] Other New Business
1] do we want to reorganize the chairman/Vic-chairman now
F] Disuse need to hold a caucus between 19 & 26 July 2011
because the 4" is the first Monday our July meeting will be 18 July or | can try to get the Senior for 11 July

The Sprague Republican Town Committee

The Sprague Republican Town Committee is meeting. We are working on a slate of our neighbors to fill the ballot in
November. If you would like to make a difference in our town and run for a elected office or an appointed position, e-
mail me at frog22@sbcglobal.net. We meet on the 2™ Monday of the month in the Senior Center.

We hope you will come by to see us at the Sprague’s 150 year Anniversary tent 30 & 31 July 2011. We need to thank
all who have spent time making this activity a success.

We would like invite you to mark your calendar the date 20 August to join us at the Collins for hot dogs and let’s talk
about what we need to do help the Town grow. For more information on this event, please contact me at:

Dennison Allen Vic-Chairman PO Box 304 Versailles, CT 06383 860-822-8521 cell 860-884-3588 frog
22@sbcglobal.net

Sprague Republicans there will be a Caucus to endorse the slate of candidates for the Election in November 25" of
July in the senior center at 7:00pm.

Dennison Allen Vic-Chairman




River Park Music Nights in Sprague
Saturday Nights, 6:30 — 8:30 pm

July 2™ East Coast Casuals
July 9™ Ask Your Father
July 16™ The Glenn Hansen Orchestra
July 23" Shrink Wrapt w/Jo Kroger
August 6" Silver Hammer
August 13" Shrink Wrapt w/Jo Kroger
August 20" East Coast Casuals

Sponsored by the Mohegan Sun

THE SALVATION ARMY UPPER NEW LONDON COUNTY

SERVICE UNIT
DENNISON ALLEN TOWN OF SPRAGUE REPRESENTATIVE

As we view our bills and hope we have or get a job, do we wonder how our neighbors are doing? | know that money
is very tight, but we have a need for donations so that we can help our neighbors who are in need. We keep 90%
money (checks best) sent to The Upper New London County Service Unit, PO Box 304, Versailles, CT 06383. |
want to thank all who have sent donations. You should know your money has been used to help your neighbors.
Thanks again. If you need food call Town Hall and speak to Colette. Thanks to Scouting for food there is food to
help you.

May the Lord bless you during this hard time!
Dennison Allen




Deadline for submissions is the 15" of each month. Submissions may be e-mailed to
ourtownct@yahoo.com or mailed to Town Hall, P.O. Box 677, Baltic, CT 06330. Information: (860) 822-
3000. The writer's name, address and a contact phone number must be included with each submission.

The focus of Our Town is community events, articles, commission notes and other items of town-wide
interest. These items will take priority over personal opinions. Annual budget considerations may affect
page appropriations.

Sprague Our Town is a free monthly publication of the Town of Sprague, serving the communities of Baltic,
Hanover and Versailles. Primarily funded by the Town, support is also provided by paid advertisements.
Opinions expressed in Sprague Our Town are not necessarily those of town officials or the community at
large, but solely reflect those of the writer. Submissions may be edited for clarity and format as necessary.
Libelous or obscene materials are not permitted. Independence is the word of the month

RARAN
SPRAGUE COMMUNITY CENTER NEWS

The summer of 2011 is upon us and what exciting things we have planned at our Sprague Community CenterI

We start off with several summer sessions of the “Kindermusik” program offered on July 5, 6, 7, and 9", This program is an
enriching and rewarding program that focuses on the whole child from infants to age seven. This program incorporates
music and movement, musical instruments, books, and sign language from a carefully created curriculum based on 25
years experience in music and child development. If you would like further information, please contact Holly Blake at 860-
373-0062. She is offering free Demo Classes for people to further explore what the “Kindermusik” program is all about! Try it
—you love it!

Our next event will be at the 150" Sprague Anniversary celebration at the end of July. We will be offering children activities
in cooperation with the Sprague Public Library and the Sprague Garden Club. There will be a variety of arts & crafts at our
booth under the big tent from 12:00 noon to 5:00 p m. on July 30™ & 31°"

Come and visit us as we celebrate Sprague’s 150™ Anniversary—your children will have lots of fun!

The month of August will be another exciting event at SCC! We will be holding a Summer Arts Week from August 8-12".
There will be a variety of arts experiences from 6:00-7:30 p.m. every night during this week and conclude with a Family
Showcase and Picnic on the last night of the week. Some of the arts activities may include but not limited to: vocal music,
drumming, visual arts (drawing & painting), puppetry, drama, mosaics, and other related art experiences based on the
interest level of the participants. The fee for this opportunity will be $5.00 per child per night or if attending all 5 nights the
fee will be $ 20.00 per person. The registration deadline for the Summer Arts Week is July 15, 2011. You may call the SCC at
860-822-6595 for an application. In addition, we will also be offering the “Kindermusik” program for preschool children.

This Summer Arts Week is a result of a grant that we wrote for bringing a variety of arts to the Sprague Community. So we
are very excited about this August 8" -12" Summer Arts Week at Sprague Community Center. We will look forward to
sharing the talents of many artists with the children and adults of Sprague.

During the summer months we will continue our “Food Friday” program of providing free produce every Friday from 2:30-
3:30 p.m. at SCC. People who have registered will be served first and must be present to receive their food. You can register
by calling 860-822-6595. We are also looking for volunteers to help us with our “Food Friday” program. People with a van or
atruck are especially needed as we pick-up the food every Friday morning at United Way in New London. We also need
people to help us sort and get the food ready for distribution beginning at 1:30 p.m. If you can help, please call 860-822-6595.

We are also in the process of creating a website for Sprague Community Center. Watch for further details. However, in
addition to our telephone number, 860-822-6595, we have an email at spraguecommunitycenter@gmail.com If you have
any questions or need information about any of our programs please give us a call or an email.

As always, our facilities at the Sprague Community Center are available for many different types of activities. If you are
planning an organization, or family event, give us a call. Take care and Happy Summer!

Brenda J. Keefe
OQutreach Coordinator




other day of the year in the United States? Nearly half of these fires are caused by fireworks. The good news is you can enjoy your
holiday and the fireworks, with just a few simple safety tips:

PROCEED M‘Tﬂ CAUTION! How HOT does a Sparkler burn?
o Leave fireworks to the professionals. CONSUMER

Do not use consumer fireworks. EIREWORKS

L _ include sparklers and
o The safest way to enjoy fireworks is to attend a firecrackers. The tip of a

public display conducted by trained professionals. sparkler burns at a

. ) _ temperature of more than
o After the firework display, children should 1,800 degrees Fahrenheit,

never pick up fireworks that may be left over, which is hot enough to
they may still be active. cause third-degree burns.

Each year Americans spend 201 million dollars on fireworks. We cause 20 million
dollars worth of property loss and 7,000 people have to go to the emergency room.
Here are some tips to keep you safe during the holiday season.

* Alcohol and fireworks do not mix

* Sparklers reach temperatures up to 1800 degrees - do not touch the lit portion

* If the sparklers explode or fly, they’re most likely illegal - don’t use them

BALTIC FIRE DEPARTMENT
NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS



Help Wanted

Baltic Fire Department

Is looking for your help

We are now accepting applications for Volunteer Firefighter or
Emergency Medical Technicians, (EMT).

Become a volunteer firefighter or EMT!

We need your help! if it weren’t for volunteers, three-fourths of the United States, including Baltic, would be without

adequate fire and emergency medical protection. Few jobs offer the challenges and rewards that volunteer fire, rescue and

emergency services offer. This business is not for everyone. You need courage, dedication and a willingness to learn new skills;
and to be able to conquer new and diverse challenges.

O Asavolunteer you will be trained to react with confidence in all sorts of emergency situations.
Q The rewards in the emergency services are incredible...if you consider respect and appreciation reward enough

O Saving a neighbor’s home or farm from being destroyed by fire. Rescuing a child from possible injury or death. These
are the rewards that we, as volunteers, experience every day.

If you have the desire to make a difference in peoples’ lives, and believe that you have what it
takes to meet the challenges, join the team that protects the lives and homes in the town of
Sprague and surrounding communities.

Who are the volunteers?

They are people just like you, men and women of all ages, from all walks of life. They give back to their community by
donating themselves, their time, their talent, care and concern.

Volunteer firefighting is a very rewarding and valuable way to serve your community.

You can pick up applications at the Fire station, 22 Bushnell Hollow Rd. or if you have
any question call 860-822-6580.



VNAEast
34 LEDGEBROOK DRIVE, MANSFIELD CENTER, CT 06250
PH: 456-7288 Fax: 456-4267

July Health Screenings

Blood Pressure Screenings:

Wed
Wed
Thur
Tues
Wed
Fri

Mon
Tues
Wed
Wed
Thur
Tues
Tues

Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul

6 Andover Hop River Homes 12:30-1:30
6 Willington Senior Center 1-2

7 Florence Lord Marlborough 11-12

12 Hebron Senior Center 10:30-11:30
13 Chaplin Senior Center 9-10

15  Columbia Beckish Senior Center 12:30-1:30
18  Marlborough Senior Center 1:30-2:30
19  Lebanon Senior Center 12:30-1:30
20  Scotland Town Hall 12:30-1

20  Ashford Senior Center 1:30-3

21  Marlborough Town Hall 2-3

26  Franklin Senior Center 10:30-11:30
26  Sprague Town Hall 11:45-12:45

Adult Health Screenings - including blood pressure, Cholesterol, HDL
Cholesterol, blood glucose, earwax, and foot care. Blood pressure screening is
free; other services have a nominal charge. Call (860) 456-7288 for appointments,
costs and information on other services. Clinics will be held at the following

locations:

Thur  Jul
Thur  Jul
Mon  Jul
Thurs Jul
Weds  Jul

7 Hebron Senior Center 8:30-1pm

7 Andover Hop River Homes 1:30-3pm

11 Willington Senior Center 1:30-3:30pm
21  Hebron Senior Center 8:30-1pm
27  Chaplin Senior Center 11:30-1pm

MANSFIELD SENIOR WELLNESS CENTER
Adult Health Screenings

Thur Jul 14 8:30-11am
Wed Jul 27 8:30-11am

Including blood pressure, Cholesterol, HDL Cholesterol, blood glucose, earwax, and
foot care. Blood pressure screening is free; other services have a nominal charge.
Call (860) 429-0262 Ext. 4 for appointments.




2.4/4.8 Mile Trall Race at

the Sprague Preserve

July 30, 2011

Race starts at 9:00am
All ages welcome

$10 entry donation benefits the Sprague Open
Space Fund

FREE TEE SHIRTS TO THE FIRST 100 ENTRIES

Registration form

Name

Address

Email address

In case of emergency phone number

Please make checks payable to Town of Sprague
Mail to Sprague Town Hall, 1 Main St. P.O. Box 677, Baltic, Ct 06330
Or drop off at Town Hall or at registration booth on the day of the run.

Any questions email donaldboushee@sbcglobal.net or call 860-822-9808.
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Join in Sprague's 150" CelebrationI See front page for details!
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Happy 150" Anniversary Town of Sprague



