
MEETING OF THE SPRAGUE WATER AND SEWER 

AUTHORITY 

 
 
Date:    November 20, 2013 
Time:  4:00 PM  
Place:  Sprague Town Hall 
Present:                Tom Hannon,  Christine Kurtz from Wright Pierce,, Todd Hastings, 

Catherine Osten, First Selectman, Dennison Allen, Todd LaPointe, David 
Trainor, Jack Malone, Manny Meneses 

Absent:            none 
 

Call to Order: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:03 p.m. by Dennison Allen , Chairman. 
 
Minutes and Disbursements: 

 

 Tom Hannon made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on  
October 16, 2013 and the minutes from the Special meeting held on  
October 28, 2013 as presented and the disbursements for October in the amount of  
$18,837.18  This motion was seconded by Todd LaPointe.  No discussion and a vote was  
called and the motion passed by all members voting in favor.   
 

First Selectman Report: 

 

Cathy Osten had Kathleen hand out sheets on capitol projects for the Water & Sewer  
Authority and also on the current project wish list of projects we are currently working  
towards completing.  Cathy said that she and Todd Hastings worked on preparing these  
sheets to give everyone an overview of where we are and where we need to go.   
Discussion followed. 
 
A discussion was held on testing Well #6 for water quality. 
 
Wright Pierce: 

 

Christine Kurtz has submitted the final stamped drawing for the DOT project for the  
bridge over Beaver Brook.  She gave the board a copy that will be kept at the Authority  
office. 
 
Pump Station #2 is out to bid and they have had approximately fifteen companies to date  
express interest by getting a set of plans.  The pre bid walk thru is scheduled for  
tomorrow at 10:00 a.m. at the site.  A discussion followed on whether is should be held at  
the office first and then go to the site or just meet at the site.  Christine said that this is not  
mandatory and it is usual to meet at the site and there is no need to meet at the office for  



this walk down.  Christine indicated that Wright Pierce will accept questions through  
December 2nd and that bids are scheduled to be opened on December 10th at 10:00 a.m. at  
the Sprague Town Hall. 
 
Christine said that the I & I has been completed and there is only one issue in front of the  
Baltic Convenience store roadway.  The contractor, VMS Construction feels the issue is  
settled as far as they are concerned.  Todd has been speaking with Anthony from the  
DOT and is waiting on an answer from him.  Discussion followed. 
 

Status Report from Todd Hastings:  

 

Todd  informed the board members that the contractor putting in the sidewalks on Rt. 97  
hit a valve that was not marked out and broke it during his excavation for the sidewalks.   
Todd said that it did not appear on their maps of the water system and he was not sure  
why it was set up the way it was.  Discussion followed.  Todd fixed the break having  
James Benjamin do the work which took all day and into the night.  Mr. Benjamin’s bill  
was $3,200.00 and parts for this repair were approximately $3,146.00..   
 
Todd told the board members that the trees were taken down at the sewer plant. 
 
A discussion on getting power to the equipment shed being constructed up by the Town’s  
salt shed ensued.  Two options were evaluated and discussed.  If we go with overhead  
lines Todd is concerned that we could have problems later on with trucks  hitting the  
wires and possibly taking them down.  To go underground there is the cost of a new  
telephone pole at $1,000.00.  Todd has talked with CL&P  and they have suggested if  
going underground we should use four (4) inch pvc pipe to accomodate larger wire to go  
through for higher usage.  Discussion followed. 
 
Todd LaPointe made a motion that we run the electrical service underground instead of  
overhead and get a price of using the four (4) inch pvc to enable a higher gage of wire be  
used.  This motion was seconded by Jack Malone.  A vote was called and the motion was  
passed by all members voting in favor. 
 
Todd Hastings told the board that David Trainor has been attending math classes to help  
him with his tests for operator in treatment and distribution.  Todd told the board that  
he attended a management seminar and found it very interesting. 
 
Todd informed the board that he found chains for Pump Station #1 that will work and the  
cost of these will come out of the bond monies. 
 
Hydrants have been flushed and he did not encounter any problems. 
 
Todd told the board that he attended Atlantic States Conference where they tested the  
water and we were ½  point away from winning best water quality. 
 
A discussion was held on the water line problem at Maple Ave.  Todd said that the Town  



is doing a road project there and it may be able to get this problem fixed inside of that  
grant allotment.  Discussion followed.  Todd will call Kyle from CLA the engineer firm  
handling this project and see if we can add this into the project.  We will have to pay  
anything that is outside of the grant amount. 
 
Jack Malone asked Todd if he could set a date and time to visit all the facilities both  
water and sewer to familiarize himself with them to have a clearer view of the overall  
Water & Sewer Authority system. 
 
 
Discuss and possibly act on Cirma’s request to purchase higher level of flood  

insurance: 

 

Discussion followed on whether or not to purchase a higher level of flood insurance. 
 
Manny Meneses made a motion that we do not purchase a higher level of flood insurance  
from CIRMA.  This motion was seconded by Tom Hannon.  Discussion followed.  A  
vote was called and all members voted in favor.  Kathleen will write a letter informing  
them of our decision. 
 
 

Discuss and possible act on meeting schedule for next calendar year: 

 

Kathleen handed out a letter received from the Town Clerk requesting our meeting  
schedule for the next calendar year and also a letter with our meeting dates listed for  
calendar year 2014.  She asked the board members to review this and to let her know if  
they still wanted to hold the meeting at the same time which is 4:00 pm on the third  
Wednesday of the month.   
 
Manny Meneses made a motion to accept and give the letter listing our meeting schedule  
to the Town Clerk as our confirmed schedule for 2014.  This motion was seconded by  
Jack Malone.  A vote was called and the motion passed by all members voting in favor. 
 

Discuss and possible act on Southeast Water Authority vacancy appointment: 

 

Dennison addressed the board members telling them that his term serving on the  
Southeast Water Authority board is coming to an end and he will have to be reappointed.   
He also told the board that we would like another member of the board to serve on this  
board and asked for a volunteer.  A discussion followed.  Cathy Osten indicated that this  
board is going to be very pertinent in the regionalization of water and sewer services in  
this area. 
 
Manny Meneses made a motion to recommend Dennison Allen be reappointed and to  
recommend Jack Malone be appointed to serve on the Southeast Water Authority board.   
This motion was seconded by Todd LaPointe.  A vote was called and the motion was  
passed by a two-thirds vote with Jack Malone and Dennison Allen abstaining from the  



vote, 
 

Review bills for payment: 

 

A list of all bills paid since the last meeting was handed out and reviewed. Kathleen told  
the board members that this list included two checks issued to the Town of Sprague.  One  
was for one third of the amount left on the debt service bond payment from 1996 that we  
had discussed at a previous meeting and one for the water portion of the I & I project that  
was not covered by the Clean Water Fund loan.  We had originally put aside $41,084.00  
with $25,000 of that amount coming from the Town budget and the remainder of  
$16,084.00 coming from our budget.  This project had costs overruns and we have  
exceeded that amount by $4,696.35. The board reviewed the list.   
 
Review past due accounts: 

 

A report was handed out to all board members.  The amount of accounts past due is  
$47,796.65 of that amount $9,498.12 is with our Attorney, $7,320.13 of that amount  
currently has payment plans in place, $3,571.42 of that amount the water has been shut  
off and payments received this week $1,273.47 of that amount.  Versailles past due  
accounts total is $1,166.92.  Discussion followed.  
 
Kathleen told the board that Cathy Osten had asked her to send the Smith/Becker  
account, 148-150 Main Street to Attorney Langhammer.  We have turned off the water  
well over a year ago and have since then we have only received $200.00 on account.   
This bill is increasing each quarter.  We have discussed this at a previous meeting and the  
board did not want to send it to the attorney at that time.  Discussion followed. 
 
Tom Hannon made a motion to send this account to Attorney Lloyd Langhammer for  
collection/foreclosure.  This motion was seconded by Dennison Allen.  A vote was called  
and the motion passed by all members voting in favor. 
 
Any other business to come before said meeting: 

 

Dennison Allen and Tom Hannon wished all present and their families a Happy  
Thanksgiving. 
 

 

Tom Hannon made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  This motion was seconded by  
Manny Meneses.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:10 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


