
MEETING OF THE SPRAGUE WATER AND SEWER
AUTHORITY

Date:  March 19, 2014
Time: 4:00 PM 
Place: Sprague Town Hall
Present:                Tom Hannon, Christine Kurtz from Wright Pierce, Todd Hastings, 

Catherine Osten, First Selectman, Dennison Allen, David Trainor, Jack 
Malone

Absent:            Todd LaPointe
  
Call to Order:

The meeting was called to order at 4:03 p.m. by Dennison Allen, Chairman.

Minutes and Disbursements:

Jack Malone made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on 
February 19, 2014 and the disbursements for February in the amount of 
$18,166.76.   This motion was seconded by Tom Hannon.  Discussion followed. A vote 
was called and the motion passed by all members voting in favor.  

Wright Pierce:

Christine updated the board on the current projects that they are working on:

On the I and I rehab VMS will be out this Friday to do lateral liners.  This is one of the 
major items left to do before we can close out this project.  Discussion followed.  After 
much discussion The board asked that Christine check to see what else needs to be done 
from the punch list and get back to us. 

The DOT project on the bridge over Beaver Brook has a start date for the utilities of 
April 15, 2014.  Mattern Construction will be doing the construction part and they are 
looking at starting sometime in June.  Discussion on what valves they will install and 
how they will be done, dry or wet installation ensued.  A discussion also followed on the 
traffic flow on this project and how it will affect the residents.  David Trainor spoke to 
the board and told them that he had received a suggestion from our part time employee 
who is also on the Baltic Fire Department that we should use High Street but change the 
direction of traffic flow thus making it less conducive to delays and congestion.  More 
discussion. Cathy interjected that she is concerned with changing High Street to two way 
traffic as it does not allow parking for the businesses located on that street. The board 
agreed with this suggestion from David  and asked Cathy Osten, First Selectman to call 
John Dunn from DOT and let him know our preference of using High Street with one 
way traffic going opposite of existing flow.



EOP is being worked on and is approximately sixty percent completed.

Pump Station #2 update:  C.H. Nickerson will be out in early April.  Christine indicated 
that they still need a letter from Town Attorney for this project.  Cathy Osten told 
Christine that we just sent over the information that Attorney Cody needed to draft this 
letter and it should be forthcoming.  Christine told the board that there is a tentative date 
of April 27, 2014 for the pre-construction meeting.  Christine told the board that the 
original person she has selected to oversee this job onsite is not available and that Nicole 
Ouimet will be doing this job with Joe Hausman as backup.

Christine gave the board members an engineering proposal for WPCF Facilities Plan 
Amendment which is to evaluate the technical and financial feasibility of pumping the 
Town’s wastewater directly to the City of Norwich collection system for treatment in the 
Norwich WPCF.  The board member took a few minutes to look this over and a 
discussion followed.  After discussion, Dennison Allen, Chairman signed the amendment 
for Wright Pierce to accept this proposal.  Cathy Osten took one signed copy for the grant
writer.  Cost of this is $15,000.00.

Christine informed the board that they have been out to inspect the dam at the reservoir 
for the leak and it appears to be a joint problem not the result of shoddy work on the 
part of the contractor but they are still evaluating it and the fix.  It doesn’t look like it will
be covered by the warranty.  Discussion followed.
 

Discuss and possibly act on the proposed General Assembly Bill No. 5424 and how it
could affect the Sprague Water & Sewer Authority:.

Dennison addressed those present regarding this proposed bill and told them his 
understanding of this bill and how it could affect the Water & Sewer Authority.  Cathy 
Osten gave her input of what this bill entails.  She indicated that it is an environmental 
bill and she has not been to any of the testimony held on this issue but she thinks that 
some of the items in this bill are already in effect and that it is trying to establish a state 
water council to oversee the water companies.  Discussion followed.

Jack Malone asked Cathy to please keep and eye on this bill and let us know the progress 
and if it will come to pass.

First Selectman Report:

Cathy addressed those present and said that she would like to finish up the projects that 
have been on hold due to winter weather. She also stated that there is a Board of Finance 
meeting and they will be discussing budgets and she should know whether or not our 
request is approved after this meeting.



Discuss and possibly act on compensation for Superintendent using personal truck 
during storms and cell phone usage for business calls.

A discussion was held regarding the Authority giving compensation to the 
Superintendent for him using his truck and cell phone for business purposes.  

After much discussion Jack Malone made a motion to have any costs associated with the 
Superintendent using his personal vehicle and cell phone for business purposes be 
compensated by the Authority going forward.  This motion was seconded by Tom 
Hannon.  A vote was called and the motion passed by all members voting in favor.

Status Report from Todd Hastings: 

Todd informed the board members that he had received three bids for the Maple Street 
water line project.  The bids are as follows: 
 Beebe Construction $10,436.00
 James Benjamin $9,600.00 
 Earthworks $8,800.00.  

Discussion followed regarding the low bidder, Earthworks.  We have been notified by 
Earthworks sub-contractor on his previous job at Pump Station #1 of the fact that they 
still have not been paid for their good or services.  After much discussion the board 
decided that they would consider using the low bidder contingent on his paying his 
previous obligations by the 31st of March, 2014.  Kathleen will forward the information 
to the grant writer and First Selectman.

Todd told the board members that he received a call from the person residing on High 
Street whose child tested high for lead levels.  She received the results from the State 
who tested the water and the results showed no lead in the water and they suggested that 
she stop painting.  The child lead level has since fallen to an acceptable level.

Todd reported back to the board that the River Street project is currently on the side 
streets and this area does not need any work done and will re-visit when they do the 
actual street and we then will incorporate sewer line replacements at this time.

Todd told the board that he and David have been working at the Well House fixing and 
cleaning it up and they have completed this project and he told the board members that 
they are welcome to come down and see the results.

Jack Malone asked Todd about the driveway down to Pump Station #1 and the fact that 
there is considerable water problem across the road.  Discussion followed.  Todd 
indicated that Cathy Osten was going to have CLA look at the problem and propose a fix.

Elderly housing is moving the sewer lines at the complex and they will be inspecting this 
job.



Todd updated the board on other project they are working on.
The grit chamber rebuilding has started and they have ordered a sampler.
Our seasonal worker Joe Lussier will be starting his part time hours the end of this month
weather permitting. 
CL & P should be coming out to connect the power to the new equipment shed.

Todd asked the board what happens to the employees if the Authority decides to connect 
to Norwich sewer system.  Dennison Allen said he will ask when he attends the next 
meeting and let him know.

Review bills for payment:

A copy of the Check Detail was given to all the board members that detailed all the 
checks that have been written out since our February meeting.  The board members 
reviewed the list and asked any questions they may have had..

Review past due accounts:

A report was handed out to all board members.  The amount of accounts past due is 
$39,708.74 of that amount $13,838.27 is with Attorney Lloyd Langhammer, $12,672.93 
of that amount currently has payment plans in place.  Payments received on $579.84.
Versailles past due accounts total is $2,380.64.  Discussion followed. 

Executive session to discuss and possibly act on a request from an account currently 
in litigation:

Jack Malone made a motion to go into executive session at 5:35 p.m. seconded by 
Dennison Allen.

The board came out of executive session at 5:56 p.m.
Any other business to come before said meeting:

Tom Hannon made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  This motion was seconded by 
Jack Malone.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m.


