
MEETING OF THE SPRAGUE WATER AND SEWER 

AUTHORITY 

 
 
Date:    January 15, 2014 
Time:  4:00 PM  
Place:  Sprague Town Hall 
Present:                Tom Hannon,  Christine Kurtz from Wright Pierce,, Todd Hastings, 

Catherine Osten, First Selectman, Dennison Allen, Todd LaPointe, David 
Trainor, Jack Malone 

Absent:         
 
   
Call to Order: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:03 p.m. by Dennison Allen , Chairman. 
 
Minutes and Disbursements: 

 

Tom Hannon made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on  
December 18, 2013 and the disbursements for December in the amount of  
$54,091.99.   This motion was seconded by Jack Malone.  No discussion and a vote was  
called and the motion passed by all members voting in favor.   
 
Wright Pierce: 
 
Christine updated the board on the current projects that they are working on: 
 
The DOT water main project executed engineering agreement has been signed by the  
First Selectman and Wright Pierce and has been forwarded to the State Transportation  
Principal Engineer.  We are awaiting a notice to proceed from the Connecticut DOT. 
 
I and I project is not ready to be closed out as there is a punch list of items that need to be  
done.  Discussion followed.  Wright Pierce will keep us informed as when they are  
completed and we can proceed with the closeout. 
 
Christine handed out a bid evaluation letter for the Pump Station No.2- Hanover Upgrade  
Project and discussion followed.  Wright Pierce recommends that we go with CH  
Nickerson who was the low bid.  Discussion followed. 
 
 After much discussion, Todd LaPointe made the motion to accept Wright Pierce’s  
recommendation of CH Nickerson, lowest bidder for Pump Station No. 2, Hanover  
upgrade project.  This motion was seconded by Jack Malone.  A vote was held and the  
motion passed by all members voting in favor. 
 



A discussion was held on the on site personnel that will handle the part time inspections  
of the project for Hanover Pump Station #2 project.   Wright Pierce will be deciding who  
this will be depending on when the project starts.  They will bring that person down to  
meet with the Superintendent.  Christine will handle getting the notice of intent to award  
the project. 
 
Christine informed the board that George Hicks from DEEP called her and was  
wondering if they should keep Sprague on the Priority List for Clean Water Fund for 10.1  
million.  A discussion followed on the possibility of sewer plant upgrade versus going to  
Norwich.  Christine wanted to know if Sprague will be ready to make this decision and  
start the process to that result in two years.  More discussion.  Cathy Osten spoke to the  
board regarding money sources to cover some of the costs.  Cathy asked how long it  
would take Wright Pierce to complete a study.  Christine indicated that they could have  
one done in approximately thirty to sixty days. 
 
After a lengthy discussion the board told Christine that they would like to remain on the  
list. 
 
Tom Hannon asked Christine where they were on the dam repairs.  Discussion followed.   
They still have to complete the Safe Yield and EOP plans. 
 
First Selectman Report: 

 

Cathy Osten went over her Capitol Projects report and discussion ensued.  She also  
discussed grant planning for future projects.  She wanted to know should she be looking  
for funding for the Force Main and I & I in Hanover.  Approximate cost for each project  
is 1.2 million. 
 
 After much discussion the board told Cathy that they would like her to pursue funding  
for these projects. 
 
Cathy asked Christine about Computers and the Pump Station #2 SCADA system.   
Christine indicated that computers were included in part of the cost. 
 
Cathy updated the board on discussion she was part of with Franklin First Selectman,  
Richard Matters regarding them going to Norwich with their sewer.  He told Cathy that  
they will not be ready to give figures of cost until fall of 2014. Christine told the board  
that it is very important that they stay involved with how the user rates are figured for the  
benefit of Sprague. 
 

 

Status Report from Todd Hastings:  

 

Todd informed the board that the equipment shed at the reservoir is almost complete and  
that the electrical lined have been run and inspected by the building official and we are  
waiting for CL&P to come an connect.  Discussion followed. 



 
Todd told the board that he had to replace the motor on Well 2A.  Cost approximate is 
$4,500. 
 
Todd informed the board that both he and David took sewer exams last week and are  
awaiting results. 
 
Todd showed the board members pictures he had taken of the bolts holding the  
equipment to the floor. They have all rusted and need to be replaced.  Todd called James  
Benjamin and he is looking into how they can do this.  Discussion followed. 
 
Todd will be taking off Tuesday, January 21, 2014.  The board gave their okay. 
 
Discuss and possibly act on Board member Manny Meneses term ending and  

possible reappointment: 

 

Kathleen gave the board members copies of emails between herself and Manny Meneses  
showing his intent on resigning.  Since his term was up as of 01/01/2014 Kathleen  
informed him that there was no need to resign since his term had ended.  She thanked him  
for his service and wished him well. 
 
Dennison asked that Kathleen put a notice in the Our Town that there is an opening on  
the Water & Sewer Board and anyone interested contact the Board of Selectmen.   
 
Discuss and possibly act on request from Alphonse Girard for an increase in  

amount allocated to him for his supplemental insurance: 

 

Mr. Girard, former Superintendent for the Sprague Water & Sewer Authority has asked  
for an increase in the amount the Authority covers for his supplemental insurance which  
was a retirement benefit when he retired.  His letter was reviewed and discussion  
followed. 
 
Tom Hannon made a motion to adjust Mr. Girard’s allocation for supplemental insurance  
to $2,000.00 as a permanent cap with the understanding that no increase will be done  
after 2014.  This motion was seconded by Jack Malone.  A vote was called and the  
motion passed by all members voting in favor. 
 
Discuss and possibly act on change of hours for Office Manager: 

 

Kathleen passed out a memo that she had prepared to send into the Our Town newsletter  
regarding a temporary change in her office hours.  She informed the board that she needs  
to adjust her hours due to family commitments and asked that they approve this change.   
Discussion followed and the board approved the change. 
 
 

Review bills for payment: 



 

A copy of the Check Detail was given to all the board members that detailed all the  
checks that have been written out since our November meeting.  The board members  
reviewed the list and asked any questions they may have had. 
 
Kathleen told the board that she would like to make a check to the Town of Sprague for  
another third of the payment that is left on the old bonding loan from the water line  
upgrade in 1996, leaving us only one more payment and this will be paid off.  This  
payment amount will be $22,635.94.  The board gave their okay to pay. 
. 
 
Review past due accounts: 

 

A report was handed out to all board members.  The amount of accounts past due is  
$74,342.98 of that amount $12,951.60 is with Attorney Lloyd Langhammer, $9,194.90 of  
that amount currently has payment plans in place,  payments received this week  is  
$4,985.88 of that amount.  Versailles past due accounts total is $1,897.92.  Discussion  
followed.  
 
 
Any other business to come before said meeting: 

 

Dennison informed the board of a request that Kathleen had received regarding the late  
payment by the Board of Education.  They had been told that they had to hold back on  
paying their bills by the Town until after the first of the year and in doing so they  
incurred an interest charge  and they did not want to pay it.  Discussion followed 
 
After much discussion the board decided that they have to reaffirm the policy that exists  
on any request to remove interest once posted. 
 

 
Tom Hannon made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  This motion was seconded by  
Jack Malone.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


