
MEETING OF THE SPRAGUE WATER AND SEWER
AUTHORITY

Date:  May 28, 2014
Time: 4:00 PM 
Place: Sprague Town Hall
Present:                Tom Hannon, Dennison Allen, Todd Hastings, David Trainor, Jack 

Malone, Todd LaPointe, Cathy Osten, First Selectman, Christine Kurtz 
from Wright Pierce.

Absent:          none
  
Call to Order:

The meeting was called to order at 4:03 p.m. by Dennison Allen, Chairman.

Minutes and Disbursements:

Tom Hannon made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on 
April 16, 2014 and the disbursements for April in the amount of $50,377.85.   This 
motion was seconded by Todd LaPointe. Dennison Allen abstained from the vote and 
the motion passed by all other members voting in favor. 

Wright Pierce:

Christine Kurtz updated the board on the following projects:

Christine informed the board members that the valve for the water main on the DOT 
project was rejected and they have just submitted a new design on Friday and it is under 
review.

Pump Station #2 project the footings have been poured.  This is the extent of the work 
that has been completed to date.  A discussion followed on siding choices for the 
building.  They will begin major work in the next couple of weeks.

Pump Station #1 problems were reviewed.  Christine explained to the board what she 
learned at a meeting she attended with Thompson Pump, Earthworks and Associated 
Construction.  Cathy Osten weighed in on the discussion and much discussion followed.  
A followup meeting is to be held and Christine will keep us apprised of the outcome.

The Dam has been inspected by Wright Pierce’s structural engineer and it appears to be a 
failing joint.  Right now they are evaluating whether or not it is related to the work done 
by New England Infrastructure and if it will be covered by warranty.



Christine spoke to the board regarding the meeting held May 15th at the Norwich Public 
Utilities regarding regionalization of sewer and buying in for future use.  Much 
discussion followed.  There will be an informal meeting with some of the surrounding 
towns and Wright Pierce will attend.  The next meeting with Norwich Public Utilities 
will be June 16, 2014.  A discussion followed on taking over the paper mill pipe line in 
Versailles.

First Selectman Report:

Cathy Osten told Christine that she is currently reviewing the EOP and making changes 
and she will send it back to Christine when the changes are completed.

Cathy informed the board members that she had been working on getting recovery of 
monies owed by Bruce Kulman,  former owner of 41A West Main Street that had been 
written off as bad debt a few years ago.  She has been successful in getting some of the 
funds back to cover the back taxes and water sewer charges and small cities loans and  
the portion that she has collected for Water and Sewer is approximately $6,000 plus.  The
Town has written a check for the amount collected and will give it to Kathleen.  She 
hopes to collect more in the future to further defray the amount that was written off.

Status Report from Todd Hastings: 

Todd spoke to the board members regarding an ongoing problem with water over the 
road to Pump Station #1. He got a price from Jim Benjamin to repair the problem for 
$4,900.00.  He also asked Earthworks for an estimate and he quoted him a price of 
$5,400.00.  Discussion followed.

Todd Lapointe made a motion to authorize Todd to take care of getting this problem 
fixed.  This motion was seconded by Jack Malone.  A vote was called and the motion 
passed by a vote of three in favor with Tom Hannon abstaining from the vote.

A discussion followed about the lateral break at the ballfield.  Todd informed the board 
that the problem should be taken care of by the owner of the property which is the Town 
of Sprague.  Todd will speak to Cathy Osten, First Selectman.

The tank level at the Well House has had numerous alarms this time of year every year. 
 He has had the instrumentation guy come down to look at the problem and he told him it 
is not a problem with the equipment but is an AT&T problem.  Todd called AT&T and 
they are coming out to look at the problem.

A discussion on possible changing the amount charged for dumping septic at the sewer 
plant ensued.  The board told Todd to use his discretion to change it if he sees fit to be 
equal or even over what other area towns charge.



Discuss and possible go into executive session on Pump Station #1 issues:

This item was covered in Wright Pierce’s discussion. 

Discuss and possible act on budget items for next fiscal years budget:

Kathleen passed out a draft of next fiscal years budget and she went over it with them and
then asked if there was anything that she should include in her figures.  Discussion 
followed. After the discussion Kathleen said that the budget is a work in progress and she
will work on it with Todd and bring it back to next months meeting for the board to 
review and vote on.

Review bills for payment:

A copy of the Check Detail was given to all the board members that detailed all the 
checks that have been written out since our March meeting.  The board members 
reviewed the list and asked any questions they may have had..

Review past due accounts:

A report was handed out to all board members.  The amount of accounts past due is 
$42,829.93 of that amount $12,283.82 is with Attorney Lloyd Langhammer, $12,171.45 
of that amount currently has payment plans in place.  Payments received are $1.587.37
and $623.34 of that amount are pending either foreclosure or shut-offs.
Versailles past due accounts total is $2,789.53.  Discussion followed. 
.
Any other business to come before said meeting:

Tom Hannon made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  This motion was seconded by 
Jack Malone.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:49 p.m.


